
THE  MINISTER  REPLIES
The Minister for Education, Mr Fife, Iias replied to a letter I:ram the Vice-Chancellor expressing Monash Council's

concern at the Razor Gang's education proposals (see SOUND 12-81).

Professor  Martin  tabled  the  reply  in  Council  on
Monday.

Mr Fife's letter read:
Dear Professor Martin,

I  refer  to  your  letter  of  13  May  1981  in  which  you
conveyed   the   terms   of   a   resolution   passed   by  the
Council of Monash University.

I have noted the Council's views on the Government's
decisions in relation to tertiary education following its
consideration of the Report of the Committee of Review
of Commonwealth Functions.

I think it should be recognised that by far the greater
part of the costs of higher education will continue to be
met   by   Australia's   taxpayers.   Moreover,   there   are
substantial  benefits   which   flow  to  individuals   from
higher education.

The  Government  acknowledges  the  importance  of
tertiary education to the economy and to the community
generally  and  its  policy  of  providing  ready  access  to
tertiary education will be maintained.

I appreciate your writing to me on this matter.
Yours sincerely,

(signed) Wal Fife

COUNCIL STILL OPPOSED
Meanwhile,  Council  has  reiterated  its  opposition  to

the  introduction  of  fees  and  the  proposed  education
cutbacks.

It did so after receiving a student delegation urging
further action by the Council against the government's
proposals.

The    delegation    -    Clive    Rosewarne,    Michael
O'Connor   and   Craig   Silva   -   presented   copies   of
resolutions  passed  by  a  Student  General  Meeting  on
June   18.   One   resolution   urged   that   the   University
should  "refuse  to  participate  in  the  collection  of fees
and the administration of the loans scheme''.

The submissions were debated at length, but Council
decided that little purpose would be served by adopting
the course suggested as it was considered likely that the
government would simply deduct the amount of the fees
from its allocation of funds.

However, Council resolved to reiterate its opposition
to  the  proposals   and   asked   the   Vice-Chancellor  to
continue to press the matter,  through the AVCC,  with
the government.

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Professor  John  Mccarty  (Economic  History)   has
been elected a member of Council by the professors of
the  University.  He  took  his  place  at  the  meeting  on
Monday,  July 13.

Other new members attending their first meeting were
Ms   S.E.   Armstrong   (elected   by  undergraduate   and
diploma   students)   and   Mr   B.M.   Watson   (graduate
students).

Mr   C.B.   Goode   (ECOPS),   Mr   R.J.N.   Kinsman
(Engineering)   and   Emeritus   Professor   D.H.   Monro
(Arts) began new terms as faculty representatives, and it
was   reported   that   Sir   James   MCNeill,    Mr   H.M.
MCKenzie and Mr `S.S.  Nevile had been reappointed by
the   Governor-in-Council   for   further   terms   of   four
years.

Dr  P.F.  Hutson,  whose  term  as  a coopted  member
had expired, was coopted for a further term.

GREEN LIGHT FOR LOANS SCHEME

Council  has given its approval for the establishment
of an an Academic Loans Scheme.

The  scheme  was  first  proposed  by  the  Professorial
Board's   Development   Committee   in   July   1980.   It
envisaged the setting-up of a University loan fund from
which departments, faculties or centres could borrow in
order to finance academically sound developments that
appear  likely  to  be  financially  self-supporting  in  the
longer term.

Since    then,    the  . Development    Committee    has
formulated   sets   of   procedures   and   guidelines   for
applicants,   and   these   were   formally   approved   by
Council last week.

The guidelines call for all applications for loans to be
addressed  in  the  first instance  to  the  Vice-Chancellor.
They   should   provide    full   information   about   the
proposed  development,  a  justification  of  its  scholarly
aims  and  potential  and  a  detailed  statement  of  the
expected income.

Although no firm upper limits have been fixed,  it is
expected  that loans  will  not  normally  exceed  Sloo,000
and the repayment period be no longer than 10 years.



CCE KEEPS NORMANBY HOUSE
Council  has  agreed  that  Normanby  House  should

continue as a venue for conferences, seminars and other
activities under the control of the Centre for Continuing
Education for a further period of five years.

The building has been operating under the direction
of CCE on a trial basis for the past two and a half years.
Earlier   this   year,   the   Development   Committee   of
Professorial    Board    reviewed    the    position    and
recommended  that  the  arrangement-should  continue,
with two provisos:

1.     No  booking  should  be  accepted  for a date  later
than  January  1986,  pending  a  further  review  of  the
position by Council during  1984.

2.     No   alterations   to   the   building   which   would
prejudice its reversion to student accomodation at some
future date should be undertaken without the approval
of Council.

GENEROUS GESTURE
One item in the list of Gifts and Grants tabled at the

last meeting of Council attracted comment.
It was a sum of $54,000, donated by ``the staff of the

Department  of  Pathology  and  Immunology:  For  the
work    of    the    Department    of    Pathology    and
Immunology".

Professor  R.C.  Nairn,  chairman  of  Pathology  and
Immunology,   who   is   also   a   member   of   Council,
explained   that   the  money  represented  an  excess   of
departmental    earnings    gained    through    services    it
supplied   to   the   Alfred   and    other   hospitals    and
institutions which the department thought it desirable to
plough back into its own funds.

Council recorded its appreciation of the department's
generous action.

***

The move initiated by Dr Joseph Brown to have an
art gallery built on campus received a further boost with
a gift of $8125 from artist Peggy Shaw -the proceeds
of a painting exhibition she held at Georges recently.

MULTIPLE BOOK LAUNCHING
Four    books    by    staff    of   the    Monash    Botany

Department will be launched on Friday,  July 24.
The books are:  ``Study of Plant Structure: Principles

and  Selection  Methods'',  by  T.P.  O'Brien  and  M.E.
Mccully; "Marine Botany'', by M.N. Clayton and R.J.
King;   "Seaweeds  of  Australia",   by  B.F.   Fuhrer,   I.
Christianson,  M.N.  Clayton  and  B.M.  Allender;  and
"The Saltmarsh  Plants  of Southern Australia'',  by P.

Bridgewater,  C.  Rosser and A.  de Corona.
The  launching  will  be  held  in  the  Botany  Common

Room,  lst Floor Biology Building,  5 -7 p.in.

INDONESIAN MEDICAL TRADITIONS
The  first  of  the  Australian-Indonesian  Association

Winter Lecture series for 1981 will be held at Monash on
Wednesday,  July 22,  at 8 p.in.  in R4.

The series  features  `Indonesian Medical Traditions' ,
and   speakers   on   the   first   day   will   be   A.A.Gde
Muninjaya,  of Udayana University,  Bali ("Encounters
with   Traditional   Healers'')   and   David   Mitchell,   of
Willsmere Hospital, Kew (``Folk Medicine in Sumba: A
Critical Evaluation' ').

Other lectures will be given on July 29 and August 5.
The   series   is   sponsored  jointly  by  AIA   and   the

Monash    Centre    of    Southeast    Asian    Studies,    in
commemoration   of   Indonesian   Independence   Day,
August  17.

FAREWELL TO ANNETTE
Those  wishing  to  make  a  contribution  towards  a

parting  gift  for  Annette  James  (SOUND  21-80)  may
send it to Susan Harrison, Staff Branch, extension 2037.

OTHER COMING EVENTS
July  22:    New  Consumer  Credit  Bills  -  an  all-day  seminar  at  the
Southern Cross Hotel, sponsored jointly by the Monash Law Faculty
and  the  Australian  Finance  Conference.   Opening  address  by  Mr
Haddon   Storey,   Attorney-General.   Further   information   may   be
obtained  from Continuing Legal Education Office,  ext.  3377.

July   22:    Transport   Planning   and   Research   Seminar   -   "The
NAASRA  Roads  Study:  Outline  of its   directions and progress",  by
Mr Jim Stevenson. 3 .30 p.in. in Civil Engineering Lecture Theatre 81,
University  of  Melbourne.   Jointly  supervised  by  Civil  Engineering
departments of Melbourne and Monash.

July 23:     `The Best of Helix' -readings from the International Arts
review by Les Harrop (editor) Julian Gitzen and Joseph Epstein.  I .10
p.in.  in Visual Arts Exhibition Gallery.
July 30:     `Suddenly I moved' a musical-visual-linguistic performance
sponsored  by  the  departments  of  Visual  Arts,  English,  Music  and
Linguistics.  I  p.in.  in Exhibition Gallery.

RHSEARCH GRANTS
The  Electrical  Research  Board  is  inviting  applications  for   1982

Support.

Applications close with Mr B.D.  Shields  on Friday,  August 28.
***

Applications   are   invited   for   1982   support   with   the   Asthma
Foundation of Victoria.

Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.   Shields  on  Friday,  August  21,
1981.

***

National    Health    and    Medical    Research    Council    is    inviting
applications  for support for research into the early stages of alcohol
abuse.

Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.   Shields  on  Friday,  August  21,
1981.

***

Applications are  invited  for  1982 research grants,  fellowships  and
scholarships with the OPSM  Research and Charitable Foundation.

Applications  close with  Mr B.D.  Shields (research grants)  and Mr
J.D.  Kelly (fellowship and scholarships)  on Friday,  August 21.

***

Further  information  and/or  application  forms  for  all  the  above
grants,  etc.  available from Mrs P.  Mahon (ext.  3073).

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

ACADEMIC
MEDICINE

Biochemistry  ~  Lecturer  (Fixed  term,   3  years);  Psychological
Medicine - Research Assistant

GENERAL
ARTS

Computer Systems Officer Grade I

MEDICINE
Medicine   -   Jun.    Technical   Assistant   (PHH);    Surgery   -
Technical Officer A (PHH)

SCIENCE
Earth Sciences - Sen.  Technical Officer A

REGISTRAR
Central Filing - Records Officer and Archivist

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical  positions to 2038,  and technical positions  to
2055.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer
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