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HIGHER  EDUCATION  AND  THE  MINl-BUDGET
``Recognising  Australia's  current  economic  position,   higher  education  could  not  have  expected  to  escape

unscathed from the cuts announced in the Treasurer's economic statement.
"However,  the  Government  appears  to  have  ignored  the  connection  between  education  and  training  and

economic performance . . ."

This    was    the    response    of    the    Australian    Vice-
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statement  by  their  respective  chairmen,  Professor  J.  F.
Scott and Dr J.  Miller,  after last week's mini-budget.

"It will not be easy to achieve the greater efficiencies in

higher education sought by Government," they added.
The chairmen's statement went on:
"Universities and Colleges of Advanced Education will

have their general recurrent grant; reduced by S12,000,000
in  1987-88  and  by  $24,000,000  in  1988-89  `to  encourage
increased efficiency in higher education institutions'.

"The  report  of  the  Government-initiated   Review  of

Efficiency and Effectiveness in Higher Education released
last year pointed out that there had already been a serious
deterioration  in  resource levels  for higher  education over
the  last  decade  with  funding  in  real  terms  having  been
reduced by 8%  and staff/student ratios by  11%  .  .  .

"The  likely  full  impact  of  the  new  round  of  cuts  is

difficult to assess because there are still many unknowns:
recommendations    by    the    Commonwealth    Tertiary

|Education  Commission  for  the  1988-89  triennium  have
not been released, the decision on these recommendations
will  not  be  announced  until the August budget  and  state
governments'  reactions to reductions in their grants  from
the  Commonwealth  might  have  flow-on  implications  for
institutions  .  .  .

` `The cuts in recurrent grants and research funding make

no  sense  given  the  need  expressed  by  Government  for
greater   skills   and   the   development   of   research-based
industries.

"While   the   Government   is   to   be   commended   for

removing   incentives   to   be   unemployed,   there   is   an
apparent  contradiction  in  its  policies.  On  the  one  hand
young  people  are  being  encouraged  to  stay  in  secondary
education to Year  12 and to undertake  further education
and training. On the other hand grants to higher education
institutions are being reduced and Austudy provisions are
being tightened  .  .  .

"The AVCC and ACDP regret the decision to increase

the  Overseas   Student  Charge.   This  increase  will  harm
Australia's  foreign  relations  and  will  further  reduce  the
goodwill which has been engendered in the Southeast Asia
and Pacific region by the Overseas Student Program."

MONASH TO HONOR AUSTRALIAN WRITERS
Two noted Australian writers - Kylie Tennant and Jack

Davis  -  will  receive  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of
Letters from Monash in coming weeks.

*K}J/j.e  re##a!#/,  a  short  story  author,  playwright  and

award-winning   novelist,   will   receive   her   degree   at   a
graduation ceremony on Wednesday 20 May.

She has written fiction, juvenile, biographical and travel
books,  and  has  won  Australian literary prizes  for  novels
such as  ``Tiburon"  and  "The Battlers".

*J¢ck  Da!v;.s,  the  second  Aboriginal  poet  to  have  his

verses  published  in  English  (Kath  Walker  was  the  first),
will  receive  his  degree  at  a  graduation  on  Wednesday  3
June.

Through    his    poems,    work    for    the    Aborigines
Advancement  Council  and  as  editor  of  the  Aboriginal
journal  "Identity" ,  Jack Davis has effectively articulated
the needs and demands of Aboriginal people.

Both   honorary   graduands   will   give   the   occasional
address at their respective ceremonies.

TOP CHINESE ACADEMICS TO VISIT
The leaders of six Chinese universities - the most senior

academic delegation yet to come to Australia - will visit
Monash on Wednesday 20 May.  They are:

•Professor    Wang    Dezi,     Vice-President,     Nanjing
University (leader)

• Professor Wang Run, President, Beijing University of
Iron and Steel (deputy leader)

• Professor  Qu  Mian Yu,  President,  Beijing University
of Medical  Sciences

•Professor    Shen    Zu    Yan,    Vice-President,    Tongji
University

• Professor  Wang  Fuxiang,  President,  Beijing  Foreign
Studies University

• Professor   Shi   Yuan   Chum,   Vice-President,   Beijing
Agricultural University

The  visitors  will  be  accompanied  by  two  interpreters,
Mr John Makeham and Dr Wang Jiang-Po.

They will spend most of the day in discussions with the
Vice-Chancellor,  Deputy  Vice-Chancellor,  Registrar  and
the deans of the faculties.



CHENGDU EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Council has approved an agreement on co-operation and

academic    exchange    between    the    Victorian    Vice-
Chancellors'  Committee  and  the  Chengdu  University  of
Science and Technology,  China.

The  five-year  agreement  provides  for  the  exchange  of
information  on  teaching  and  research  between  Chengdu
and the four Victorian universities,  and for the exchange
of students or staff at the expense of either the host or the
home university.

MONASH AT WORLD GAMES
Four    Monash    students   have   been   chosen   in   the

contingent   to   represent   Australia   at   the   1987   World
University Games.

They are:  Michael  Johnston (Science)  -  diving;  Mare
Howard  (Arts)  -  athletics;  Justin  Negri  (Medicine)  and
Andrew Cohen (Economics) - rowing.

The games - a biennial event - will be held this year in
Zagreb,  Yugoslavia,  from 8 to  19 July.

CAREERS '87
The  university  will  hold  this  year's  Careers  Afternoon

on Sunday 14 June from 1-4 pin. Virtually all activity will
be concentrated on the Menzies and Union Buildings.

The  afternoon  is  designed  to  give prospective  students
informal advice on available courses.

Information on accommodation,  finance, Austudy and
special university entry schemes also will be available.

Careers Days are organised for every second year, with
an Open Day held in alternate years.  Unlike Open Days,
no visual displays are organised for Careers Days.

Further   information  is   available   from   Sue  Ackerly,
Careers and Appointments Service,  ext.  3150.

PRE-SCHOOL ENROLMENTS, 1988
Parents  of children  born  between  I  July,  1983  and  30

June,  1984  are  invited  to  attend  the  Monash  University
Pre-School to enrol their children on Friday,  29 May (10
am-12 noon;  2-3.30 pin).

A  non-refundable  deposit  of S15  will  be  required  and
places will be allocated in order of application on the day.

Telephone inquiries to Mrs Kath Kinnear,  ext.  2826.

COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Dr  Anthony  Robert  Moore  and  Mr  Hugh  Alexander

Grayson have been returned unopposed in elections by the
faculties    of    Medicine    and    Science    respectively    for
membership of Monash Council. Both will hold office for
four years  from 3  July  1987.

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Benians Fellowship 1988/89

St    John's    College,     Cambridge    University,    is    inviting
applications from academic staff for fellowships in  1988/89.

The    fellowships    are   tenable    for    one   year    and    include
accommodation and an honorarium of English pounds  I,250.

The  fellowships  are  not  available to  postgraduate students  or
those who have held a university post in the United Kingdom in
the last  five years.

Applications   must   be   lodged   with   the   Master,   St   John's
College,  Cambridge,  C82  1TP,  by  I  October.

Further information is available from the Higher Degree and
Scholarships Office,  University Offices.

***

Rikkyo University Research Fe]]owships 1988-89
Rikkyo   University,    Japan,    is    inviting    applications    from

academic  staff under 40 years for  fellowships in the humanities
and the social or natural sciences.

The  awards  are  for  between  three  months  and  a  year  and
include travel,  living,  accommodation and research benefits.

Further information and application forms are available from
the Higher Degree and Scholarships Office,  University Offices.

Applications close in Japan on 31  May.
***

United States Public Health Service
International   Postdoctoral   Research   Fellowships   are   being

offered for biomedical research in the United States.
A stipend of between Susl8,OcO and SUS22,000 is awarded.
Application forms are available from the National Health and

Medical Research Council,  P.O.  Box  loo,  Woden, ACT 2606.
Applications close on 31  May.

***

New Zealand Government Scholarships
The  New  Zealand  Government  is  inviting  applications  from

Australian  citizens  for  postgraduate  research  or  course  work  in
New Zealand from March  1988.

Applicants must be graduates under 35 years of age.
Benefits include return economy air fares, tuition, laboratory and

exanination fees, book allowances, marriage and child allowances,
medical assistance, internal travel costs and field expenses.

Applicants  who  have  completed  a  degree  in  Australia  must
apply through the Registrar's Office of that university.

Other   applicants   should   apply   to   Awards   and   Exchanges-
Section, Department of Education, P.O.  Box 826, Woden, ACT \
2606,  by 12 June.

***

Australian Kidney Foundation
The Australian Kidney Foundation is inviting applications for

one year scholarships.
Further  information   is   available   from   Higher   Degree  and

Scholarships Office.
Applications  must  be  lodged  with  the  Higher  Degree  and

Scholarships Officer,  Mr P.  Ruglen,  no later than  17 August.
***

Japanese Fe]]owships,  1988-89
Hosei. U#i.versi./}J is offering fellowships for foreign scholars to

carry out a non-degree research program for periods ranging from
six  to  12  months  beginning  in  April  or  September  1988.  The
fellowship  sponsors  three  scholars  interested  in  studying  in  the
areas   of   humanities   and   social   and   natural   sciences.   The
successful applicant will receive  173,000 yen a month and travel
assistance up to 150,OcO yen for each journey to and from Japan.

Applicants  should  hold  an  advanced  academic  degree  and
should  be  aged  no  more  than  35  at  I  April  1988.  Applications
should  be   forwarded  to   Japan  by  31   May   1987.   Forms  are
available  from The Secretary,  Department of Education (Hosei
University Fellowships),  PO Box 826,  Woden, ACT 2606.

***

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

COMPTROLLER
Buildings Branch - Supervising Draftsman

COMPUTER CENTRE
Trainee Computer Operator

ENGINEERING
Electrical Engineering - Senior Technical Officer A

MEDICINE
Biochemistry - Secretary;  Infertility Medical Centre
(Radioimmunoassay Laboratory) - SRN (Gr 3A); Technical
Officer A; Medicine (PHH) - Research Assistant Gr 2; Surgery
(Alfred Hosp. & Prince Henry's Hosp.) - Laboratory Manager

SCIENCE
Earth Sciences - Laboratory Manager; Physics - Typist Gr 3/Word
Processing Typist Gr 2:  Jun. Typist Gr 3/Word Processing Typist Gr 2

Copies of relevant advertisements can be seen on application to Room
106,  first  floor,  University Offices Annexe.

All  applications  must  carry  a job  reference  number  obtainable  from
Personnel Branch.

Telephone inquiries extension 4039,  4011,  3095.

Authorised  by K.W.  Bennetts.  Information Officer
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