
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Geek girl – and proud 
of it 

Katie Barnett  
Course graduated from: BSc, BEng (Hons) 
majoring in computer science 

Year of graduation: 2009 

Job: User interface specialist at IBM 

Career: Information technology   

Reflection: “Science gave me some real 
analytical skills on how to solve problems and 
how to investigate solutions.” 

 

“Computers make sense to 
me even though I get really 
angry and frustrated when 
they don’t work the way 

they’re meant to!” 

Katie Barnett’s interest in computers started young – 

very young. 

Barnett was five years old when she won the 

“Computer Whizz” award at Greythorn Primary School 

after demonstrating how to use a mathematical 

program on the classroom computer. 

“I worked it out even though the teachers couldn’t 

understand it,” says Barnett.   

By the time she’d finished year 12 Barnett had also 

completed a vocational TAFE course in Certificate III-

IV in information technology.  

Liking computers but unsure of what she wanted to do 

with them vocationally, she enrolled in a double degree 

at Monash in electrical engineering and science. 

Cutting edge of computing 

“Computers make sense to me even though I get really 

angry and frustrated when they don’t work the way 

they’re meant to!” she says. 

Barnett revelled in the choice of electives on offer in 

science, which gave her both the “building blocks” for a 

career in computers and showed her the cutting edge 

of the field.  

Studying the computer language “C”, whilst complex, 

gave her a more in-depth understanding of languages 

than is needed in many jobs.  

Electives in cryptology, (using computers to crack 

codes) and in artificial intelligence or AI, which informs 

about how computers and other machines including 

robots learn, fascinated her. 

“Most of the subjects had highly practical components 

using lots of examples from real life,” she says.  

Barnett enjoyed being part of the Girls Geek Coffee 

Club at Monash, a Google initiative that draws together 

women studying in non-traditional fields such as 

biological sciences, physics and mathematics for 

support, fellowship and to hear guest speakers.  

Being a Girl Geek was good practice for the highly 

technical, male-dominated field in which she soon 

found herself.   

Geek girl finds a job 

Barnett secured a position at the computer giant IBM in 

early 2009, the year she graduated. 

 She’s now a user interface specialist who deals with the 

“front end” of software – the “things you see” on the 

screen such as buttons, links, tabs and graphics. She 

talks to clients to help improve their websites and has 

worked on the websites of large companies including big 

retailers. 

In the four years she’s worked at IBM she’s progressed 

from associate consultant to senior consultant, been 

posted to the company’s Sydney and Canberra offices 

and spent several weeks in India.  

“I’m never satisfied, always trying new things, but I’m 

getting close to my dream job.” 

  

 

 

 


