
DR CLARE FEDELE - Cancer Scientist/ Strategic Research 
Communications Officer, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

Clare completed her Bachelor of Biomedical Science with Honours at Monash University in 2004. 
She went on to earn a PhD from the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology under 
the mentorship of Prof Christina Mitchell, investigating PI3K signalling in breast cancer. 
Since moving to Peter Mac in 2011, Clare’s work on melanoma skin cancer has earned her 
prestigious fellowships from the NHMRC and the Victorian Cancer Agency and her research has 
been published in high impact journals including PNAS, Nature Medicine, Nature Biotechnology 
and Cancer Cell. 
Clare is passionate about science outreach, and has now moved from doing experiments at the 
bench to telling the stories behind the research. She is a regular on ABC Melbourne Breakfast 
radio, where she brings biomedical science stories to life. 
In 2017 Clare was named a Superstar of STEM by Science and Technology Australia, a federal 
program aimed at increasing the public visibility of female leaders in STEM industries. 
 
MS MARY HARRIS - Exploration Geoscientist, Newcrest Mining Ltd. 

Mary completed a Bachelor of Science at Monash University with a double major in Geoscience. 
Mary’s first role was as a junior geologist with a small company in Canada exploring for IOCG-U 
deposits in the northern Yukon, where she conducted  field work for her Honours project, which 
she completed in 2008. 
Mary spent 8 years with Rio Tinto Exploration as a lab geoscientist using mineral chemistry and 
hyperspectral data to look for diamonds, Cu, Ni, Li, bauxite and iron ore globally.   
In her last year with Rio she was part of the iron ore team in Western Australia working on their 
exploration drilling program in the Pilbara. 
Mary’s current role at Newcrest involves trialling and developing new and emerging technologies 
to find new ways to explore for ore bodies. 
 
MS SAMANTHA WALSH - Consultant/ Analyst, Quantium (Health) 

Samantha has over 3 years experience providing analytical and strategic solutions to clients 
including the Commonwealth Department of Health, GMHBA and WorkSafe Victoria.  
She has experience in all stages from data collection, linkage and validation to analysis as well 
as reporting and dashboard development.  
Her goal is to collaborate closely with clients and stakeholders across the health sector to 
understand their needs, then use data to identify valuable insights and solutions that are practical 
and implementable.  
Prior to joining Quantium, she worked in property and retail consulting at Urbis and has spent a 
year in regulatory affairs in the pharmaceutical industry at GSK. She graduated from Monash 
University in 2016 with a Bachelor of Biomedical Science and Commerce (majoring in Business 
Statistics and Econometrics).   
 
MS TAHNEE BURGESS - Researcher for ABC and Project Officer at the 
Monash Climate Communicators Research Hub.  

Tahnee works as a Project Officer with the Monash Climate Change Communication Research 
Hub where she works communicating the science and impacts of climate change through videos 
with the Weatherzone app. 
Tahnee began working with the hub as an intern during her undergraduate study, alongside work 
with a number of volunteer groups before graduating from Monash in 2018 with a double degree 
in Arts and Science. 
She has conducted research into climate change communication in Australia and has co-
authored two reports with the hub. At the end of 2018 Tahnee was a member of the university’s 
delegation to the UNFCCC’s COP24 in Katowice, Poland. 
As well as her work with the hub, Tahnee is currently working as a researcher for ABC 
International Development on behalf of the Pacific Australian Climate Partnership. Bringing 
together her passion for climate science and communication, Tahnee’s work at PACP focuses on 
climate change and disaster communication across nine Pacific Island countries. At the beginning 
of the year she also began her Masters of Environment and Sustainability at Monash focusing on 
Environmental Security and where she is hoping to further her understanding of the complex 
environmental problems we all face. 
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