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ttMARK-TIME"  ON  BUILDING  PFZOJECTS
A number of planned building projects will be delayed as a result of the cutback in funds allocated

to universities and the suspension of the triennial system of financing announced by the Treasurer in
introducing the Budget last monoth.

The full effects of the Budget cuts win not be known
for several weeks, but the position may be summarised as
follows:
r_
`      *   The Governmenthas decided that the reports of the

three education commissions win not be inplemented for
the calendar year 1976, which will be a year outside the
previously existing triennial arrangements.

*   While the Government has set a figure for expenditure

on universities for the financial year 1975-76 ($465 million
for recurrent programs and $45 minion for buildings and
equipment), it has made no decision on the total funds to be
made available in the calendar year 1976.  It is expected that
the Minister for Education will announce aggregate amounts
for 1976 soon, and that the Universities Commission will then
be asked .to advise on the allocation of these sums between
universities.  The Commission expects to be able to do this by
the end of September.

*   The Treasurer indicated that capital expenditure will

be limited to essential projects, but the Universities
t''   .\nmission says that the precise implications for individual
irhiversities for  1976 cannot be determined at this stage.

*   The various education commissions will be asked to

review their triennial reports and to make recommendations
by March 31,1976, for a new triemial program beginning in
January,1977.

I.ast week, Professor F.B. Bull and Mr R. Gillette, of
the Universities Commission, visited Monash for discussions
with senior University officers.  The following broad picture,
relating to the building program, emerged:

*   Projects already under contract, using funds from

1973-75 or earlier triennia, will be completed, but within the
financial limits already agreed.

*   Projects not yet under contract, but for which funds

have already been legislated, are in doubt, and action has
been deferred pending clarification.

*   No "end-on" funds will be available before July  1976,

at the earliest, for projects already under contract but which
will require "end-on" funds from 1976-78 for completion.

*   A very limited program of "demonstrably essential"

projects win be approved for 1976.  The Commission expects
to deterinine the list of such projects in the near future.

*   Projects already dven the "green licht" for 1976-78

will not necessarily go ahead, but some will be considered
for inclusion in the 1976 program.

*   The Commission has said that new teaching

hospital and student residence projects are unlikely to

qualify as "demonstrably essential" and it is improbable
that any (except, possibly, community health centres) will
be approved for starting before 1977.

It was pointed out to the Commission that the
scheduled increase in the medical student intake for Monach
would be delayed if there were any postponement of the
planned expansion of the medical buildings.

AUSTRALIA TO BECOME AN INTELLECTUAL

COLONY?

The following statement was released to the press last
nicht.

Representatives of the three Melbourne universities have
protested strongly against the cuts in research funds announced
by the Treasurer in the 1975 budget.

At a number of urgent meetings in the past few days, it
has been decided to press by an available means for a revision
of the Govemment's proposals.

The Australian Research Grants Committee, which is
responsible for allocating research money to Australian
universities and research institutions, has had its funds
catastrophically reduced.

The allocation from the Government for 1976 is a mere
$3.04 million, compared with the  1975 figure of $9 million.

In dollar terms, this represents a 66 per cent reduction,
without taking any account of inflation.  No other group in
the Australian community has been required to accept a cut
of such severity .

An immediate consequence of the Govemment's decision
will be the retrenchment of 400 research staff and the halting
and probable abandonment,  of a large number of research
projects.

The sacking of staff paid from funds provided by the
Australian Government is in breach of the Government's stated
policy of no retrenchment of staff in the public sector.

Even more calamitous win be the long term effect in
condemning Austrafia to the status of an intellectual colony,
dependent for the foreseeable future on overseas research - much
of it initiated and carried out by Australian researchers who
inevitably will be attracted to more ehlichtened countries.



Areas affected by the cuts cover a broad spectrum of
Australian society.  Development in such fields as engiveering,
the physical and biologival sciences, agriculture, animal
husbandry, and economic and social welfare will be disastrously
retarded.

Recently, Australia soucht membership of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, a
body representing the advanced nations of the world, and in
1974 at the invitation of the government O.E.C.D. examiners
studied the state of science and technology in Australia.

Their report strontly criticised the low level of
Government support given to research in universities and other
ins titutions and stated that universities, particularly, required
additional staff to develop their research capacities.

Even at 1975 funding levels, Australia compares
unfavorably with other countries, such as the Netherlands.
Switzerland and others, that have rmaller populations and
fewer resources.  Further diminution of our research effort as
a result of the proposed budget cuts could lend to Australia
becoming a third-rate intellectual and technological community.
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A.V.C.C. PROTEST

The chairman of the Australian Vice-Chancellors'
committee (Professor Derham) has also expressed grave cLoncem
at the budget cuts.

The following is the text of a telegram he has sent on
behalf of the A.V.C.C. to the Prime Minister, the Treasurer and
the Ministers for Science, Education and Health:

"All universities alarmed by effects of the Budget on research.
You have been informed of effects on medical research supported
thro`'gh N.H. & M.R.C. and press `announcements by Minister

j    of Health acknowledging error.  The effects on non-medical
research supported throuch A.R.G.C. appear even more grave.
Estimated money for A.R.G.C. from I  January 1976 to 30 June
1976 means:

Request urgent review of situation."

I.  Most A.R.G.C. research projects will stop.

2.  No new projects will start.
3.  Up to 400 technicians, research assistants and other

support staff will lose employment.

Ihifficult to believe this effect intended by your government.

ZjoTE TO HBA CONTRIBUTORS

The Salaries Office advises contributors to IIBA that,
in order to maintain uninterrupted benefits for medical and
hospital expenses without incurring probationary periods,
they should examine their alternative schedules and make
their choice before October 31.

As no convertibility exists between the old and new
schedules, contributors should complete another authority
form before September 10.

Anyone proposing to cancel his or her membership
of HBA should also notify Salaries of their decision before
September 10.

For further information, can at the Salaries Office,
or ring extensions 2017, 2034 or 2094.

SCULPTURES ON CAMPUS

Two leading Australian sculptors opened exhibitions
of their work at Monach this week.

In the Exhibition Gallery (7th floor, Menzies
Building), John Davis is showing his large environmental
piece called "Place".  The work incorporates videotapes
and sound as well as objects, and is said to challenge
everyone's preconceptions and prejudices about sculpture.
Jchn Davis, 39, will be Monash's Artist in Residence for
the flrst half of 1976.

The second sculptor, Ian Mackay, of Sydney, is crowing
a group of large welded metal sculptures in the paved area
between the Main hibrary and the Menzies Building.
(Because the display introduces a possible hazard, students
and staff are asked to alert bnnd students to-the presence of
the sculptures.)                                                                           -i

Both exhibitions wfll run until the end of September.

ARCHITECTURE FIIA4 FESTIVAL

I.ater this month, the department of visual arts win
present a festival of architecture fiilms'.  There win be two
sessions:   one on Wednesday, September 17, and the second
on September 24.  Both will betin at 3 p.in. in lecture
theatre H2 and both will be open to au.

The program for September 17 will be:

A is for Architecture  ®roduced by the National Film
Board of Canada);  Antonio Gaudi  (Centre for Mass
Communication, Columbia University);  Charles Rennie
Mackintosh  (Britain);  A Conversation with Frank Lloyd
Wricht  (Encyclopedia Britarmica Films);  Master Buflder:
Pier Luiri Nervi  (BBC Television);  and Australian Color' --``\
Dhary No. 28  (an early assessment of the Sydney Opera  -
House).

YOGA FIIM RETURNS

The Monain University Yoga Society win rescreen
the film "Yoga and the Individual" in Hl at 1 p.in. on
Wednesday, September 10.  The fflm was produced under
the guidance of Shri Vijayadev and Mrs Jill Yogendra, co-
principals of the Yoga Education Ceritre, Melbourne.
Dr David Mander, senior teacher at the Centre, wfll be

present to answer questions about the subject.

MALAYSIANS WILL PERFORM

Malaysian students at Monash will present "Suasana",
a Malaysian cultural show, in Robert Blackwood Hall on
Friday and Saturday, September 5-6, at 8 p.in.  Malaysian
delicacies will be sold after the chow.   Tickets (adults $2,
students S I.50) are available at the RBH booking office.
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