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COUNCIL  OPPOSES  BAN  ON
SOVIET EXCHANGES

Council on Monday passed a strongly-worded motion crjticising the Federal Government's moves to discourage
cultural and scientific exchanges  between Australia and  the Soviet Union.

The  Council  move  follows  a  briefer,  but  similarly
critical motion carried by the  Professorial Board at its
meeting on March 26 (see SOUND 8-80).

The Council motion, moved by Mr James Guest, one
of  three  Parliamentary  members  of  Council,  read  as
follows:

The Council

(I)    fully  acknowledges  the  right  and  duty  of  the
elected   Government   and   the   Parliament   of
Australia to formulate objectives in the fields of
foreign  affairs  and  defence  and  the  means  of
achieving those objectives;  `

(2)    supports   the   taking   of   appropriate   steps   by
members   of   Universities   to   communicate   to
people in academic life and other citizens of the
USSR  Australian  opposition  to  the  invasion  of
Afghanistan and violations of human rights, but
urges    the    Government    to    recognise    that
curtailment of cultural exchanges which involves
restriction on exchanges or visits of scholars for
academic purposes is inappropriate inasmuch as
(a)   it  will  be  quite  ineffectual  as  a  means  of

communicating   the   intended   message   to
Soviet  citizens  and  their  government  and  is
likely  in  all  the  circumstances  to  have  an
effect opposite to that intended:

(b)   it   will   cause   at   least   as   much   harm   to
Australia or Australians  in  academic life as
to    the    Soviet    government    so    that    the
arguments   against   trade   boycotts   of   the
USSR   are   fully   applicable   to   academic
exchanges;

(c)   it    will    damage   the    support    given    by
academic exchanges to the cause of academic
freedom,  and of human  rights generally,  in
the USSR;

(d)  to  the  extent  that  it  is  directly  or  indirectly
coerced, it is a clear affront to the principles
of    academic    freedom    and    University
autonomy   which   are   too   important   for
minor,     imponderable    or    uncertain
possibilities   of   benefit   to   be   allowed   to
infringe or outweigh them.

MONASH REVISITED
A   `significant   number'   of  people   involved   in   the

demonstration against the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser, at
Monash on March 27 were from outside the University,
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Martin, told Council on
Monday.

University   officers   had   sighted   two   busloads   of
people   "approximately   of  student   age"   arriving   on
campus   before   the   demonstration,   he   said.   It   was
impossible  to  identify  among  the  demonstrators  who-were Monash people and who were not.

Professor  Martin  said  he  wished  to  "set  the  record
straight"  about certain  aspects  of the events  of March
27.

The  Prime  Minister's  visit,   he  said,   was  strictly  a
private   function.   The   Australian   Liberal   Students'
Federation and the Monash Liberal Students' Club had
booked  Robert  Blackwood  Hall,  had  paid  the  normal
hiring fee and had invited their own audience.

However,   it   had   been   decided    "in   some   other
quarters" that a demonstration should be held, and this
was  widely  advertised  by  extensive  poster  displays  at
other  universities  and  institutions  in  Melbourne.

There  had  also  been  an  inflammatory  article  on  the
front  page of a national newspaper on the morning of
March 27 referring to a previous visit by Mr Fraser and
to the prospects of another confrontation that night.

After  the  event,   Professor  Martin  said,  there  had
been   widely   conflicting   accounts   of  the   extent   and
seriousness   of   the   demonstration.   Estimates   of  the
number  of  demonstrators  ranged   from   1500  in  one
newspaper  to  500  -  a  figure  that  accorded  with  the
University  security  staff's own  estimate.

Likewise, he said, it had been claimed that up to 500
police were involved, but in fact only half that number
were in attendance.

``The disturbing fact is that,  once again,  through no

fault  of  its  own,  Monash  has  had  to  endure  a  bad
press,"  Professor Martin said.

"My  own  view  is  that  this  was  not  by  any  means  a

violent   demonstration,   despite   a   certain   amount   of
throwing   of   groceries,   but   neither   was   it   a   good-
humoured one.

"Certainly,    there    was    a    much    more    violent

demonstration  at  Fitzroy  only  a  few  days  later,"  he
added.



MARINE RESEARCH GRANTS
A   number   of   Monash   researchers   have   received

grants for marine research under a distribution of funds
announced  recently  by  the  Minister  for  Science,  Mr
David  Thomson. I

The grants  were  part  of a  $400,000 allocation made
available  for   1979/80  through  the  Australian  Marine
Sciences    and    Technologies    Advisory    Committee
(AMSTAC).  AMSTAC is  a standing committee of the
Australian Science and Technology Council.

The  bulk  of  the  money  was  earmarked  for  studies
relating to the Great Barrier Reef, but a total of $77,340
was provided for non-reef projects.

Monash academies who received grants for `non-reef'
studies  were:

Dr  A.F.   Bennett  (Mathematics)  -  `Open  boundary
data for Bass Strait'.

Dr  J.B.   Hinwood,  Dr  D.R.  Blackman  &  Dr  G.T.
Lleonart    (Mechanical    Engineering)    -    `Wave
prediction   in   the   Southern   Ocean   and   Bass
Strait' .

A former Monash mathematician,  Dr Chris Fandry,
now   with   the   Australian   Numerical   Meteorological
Research Centre,  also received a grant  for his work on
`Mathematical   model   of   water   circulation   in   Bass

Strait,.

ELECTION NEWS
'   David Graham Bloom has been elected unopposed as

an  undergraduate  student member of Council.  He will
take office for two years  from  June 4,  1980,  following
the  retirement  of  the  present  student  member  Peter
Costello.

Mr Bloom was also nominated for an election to fill a
casual   vacancy   created   by   the   failure   of   previous
elections,  but was ruled ineligible.  The casual vacancy,
therefore,  still  exists  and  an  election  will  be  held  at  a
time and date to be advised.

***

No  nominations  were  received  by  the  closing  date
(April 9) for the casual election of a member of Council
by members of the Faculty of Economics and Politics.
The election was to have filled a vacancy created by the
resignation of Mrs Eve Mahlab.

Another election will be held at a time and date to be
advised.

***

Dr   G.S.   Taylor   (physiology)   has   been   elected   a
member of the Professorial  Board by non-professorial
members   of   the   teaching   staff   in   the   Faculty   of
Medicine.  He will hold office until November 30,1981.

***

Only one nomination was received for the election of
three    students    to    the    Arts    Faculty    Board    when
nominations closed on Friday,  April  11.

The  lone  candidate,  Virginia  Anne  Loton,  has  been
declared  elected,   and  two  casual  vacancies  are  now
deemed to  exist.

Further nominations have now been called  for these
positions, and they close with the Faculty Secretary at 5
p.in.  on  Wednesday,  April  30.  Nomination  forms and
further information may be obtained from the Faculty
Secretary.

If there are more nominations than vacancies, a ballot
will be held  on  May 8  and  9.

ENGLISH POET TO SPEAK
The English poet Charles Causley will read from, and

discuss,  his  own  poetry  at  Monash  on  Tuesday,  April
22.

The   reading,    sponsored   by   the   departments   of
English  and  Visual Arts,  will  be  held in  the  Exhibition
Gallery,  7th  floor,  Menzies  Building,  at  I.10 p.in.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Listed below are requests and items of international news compiled
by    the    Australian     Vice-Chancellors'     Committee.     For     further
information contact the Secretary,  AVCC,  P.0.  Box  1142,  Canberra
ACT  2601;  or  write  direct  as  indicated:

Interested Australian men and women in mid-career with significant
experience   in   the   subject   of   a   particular   seminar   are   invited   to

participate  in  the  programs  of  the  Salzburg  Seminar  in  American
Studies.  Each  year  the  Seminar  offers  seven  or  eight  sessions,  lasting
from two to three weeks,  each on a different  subject and each with a
different faculty and group of Fellows. All sessions are held at Schloss
Leopoldskron, Salzburg, Austria. For further information contact the
AVCC or  Sir  John  Bunting,  KBE,  8  Arnhem  Place,  Red  Hill,  ACT,
2603.

***

The Secretary,  Centre  for International Co-operation and  Services,
The   Open   University,   Walton   Hall,   Milton   Keynes,   MK7   6AA,
United Kingdom,  has sent information about the Centre and a list of
recent  publications.

***

An International Conference on "The Place of Vocational Training
in    the    Transfer    of    Technology",    sponsored    by    the    CUCES,
Universities  de  Nancy,  France,  will  be  held  from  7  to  9  May  1980 at
the  Palais  De  Congres,   Rue  du  Grand  Rabbin  Haguenauer,  54000
Nancy.  Enrolment  forms are available  from  the AVCC.

***

A seminar on "Prince Albert and the Victorian Age" is to be held at
the Bayreuth University, Germany, on 22 and 23 May  1980. The long-
term   objective   of   this   seminar   is   to   establish   a   Prince   Albert
Foundation which would promote German and English research in the
field  outlined  by  the  seminar.  The  University  would  like  to  contact
Australian  academics  who  might  be  interested  in  participating in  this
seminar.  If  you  are  interested  in  attending  please  write  direct  to  Mr
J.A.S.    Phillips,    Universitat    Bayreuth,    Bayreuth,    Munzgasse    9,
Germany.

POSTGRADUATE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
The   University   has   received   copies   of   four   new

publications   of   the   Association   of   Commonwealth
Universities     dealing    with     postgraduate    study
opportunities.

They  are  known  collectively  as  the  ACU   Student
Information  Papers  and  give  full .general  information
about  postgraduate  study  in  British,  Canadian,  New
Zealand and Australian universities.

The    ACU    has    also    published    an    up-to-date
Scholarships  Guide  for  Commonwealth  Postgraduate
Students 1980-82, listing more than 1100 separate award
schemes   for  graduates  wishing  to   undertake   further
studies in other Commonwealth countries.

Further    details    available    from    the    Information
Office, where copies of the Student Information Papers
may be perused.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts,  Information Officer


