AVCC ATTACKS GUIDELINES
The Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee has expressed "extreme concern" at the government's guidelines
for the funding of universities over the next three years.
A statement released today says: "The AVCC regrets
the government's failure to implement the
recommendations of the Tertiary Education
Commission... recommendations which were in any
event austere.
"The guidelines will result in an effective reduction of

finance for universities at a time when, according to the
TEC, a prime consideration should have been not to
allow a decline in the quality of universities and colleges
of advanced education... "

The TEC's recommendations had been based on
advice from the Universities Council, which had
concluded that a continuation of the present level of
funding for the 1982-84 triennium would result in a
serious impairment of the capacity of many universities
to maintain acceptable academic standards and to fulfil
properly their teaching research functions.
The statement went on:
"The UC had therefore argued that increases were

necessary in both operating and capital funding to
restore to an acceptable level the general quality of
university activities, to permit the introduction of some
new academic developm.ents, and to allow the`
universities to maintain a state of readiness which would
enable them to respond promptly to future community
demands.
"The TEC pointed out that demand for higher
education was still rising steadily in the United Kingdom
and the USA and that participation in higher education
in Australia was not high by the standards of many
OECD countries and the increasing pace of
technological change would require more, rather than
less higher education.
"However, the TEC's call for a reversal of the

declining participation of the young in higher
education, and for an expansion in higher education,
has been ignored.
"The Government has not attempted to face the
consequences of its funding decisions in regard to these
unchallenged conclusions of the TEC. The
Government's decisions are not consistent with
maintaining the quality of universities without cutting
student numbers and thus reducing access to university
education.

The AVCC singled out a number of individual
decisions in the guidelines for special criticism:

• The cutback from the recommended $50m to
$34.8m in buildings expenditure.

• The government's decision to abolish retrospective
cost adjustments on indexes of cost movements and to
replace them with adjustments based on its own
predictions of changes in costs for the year.
• The number of earmarked grants, which would
serve to reduce even further the operating funds
available to universities and CAEs.

• The way in which the decision to phase out
engineering education at Deakin University was taken.
"Not only does it infringe university autonomy in a
blatant way, it also bypasses the normal triennial
processes
and ignores consultation between
Commonwealth and States on these issues. "

• The decision to abolish the Education Research
and Development Committee, which "...leaves
educational research in Australia inadequately catered

for. "
The statement added that the AVCC was concerned
to ensure that the welfare arrangements provided for
overseas students should not change.

"REVERSE FEES DECISION" - AVCC
In a second statement released today, the AVCC
strongly urges the government to reverse its decision to
reintroduce tuition fees for second and higher
qualifications.
The AVCC says its opposition to the proposal is
based on the following considerations:

I.

Research students participate significantly in
university research and are the nation's research
workers of the future. The dis-incentive effect of
fees for postgraduate students will reduce the
number of students in important areas and will
therefore erode the research function of
universities.

2.

The charging of fees will discourage the necessary
upgrading of qualifications and the retraining of

persons whose original qualifications have become
less relevant to community needs.

3.

4.

The charging of fees for selected degrees will
inevitably distort the pattern of study within
universities and colleges - for example, by
inducing students to undertake exempt diplomas
rather than course-work masters' degrees.

There may be serious problems of interpretation
in determining the obligation of students to pay
fees. The collection of fees will impose costs and
administrative difficulties on the universities and
colleges.

The AVCC says it believes there should be a
moratorium on the introduction of fees, on the
pr.oposed student loan scheme and on the announced
changes to TEAS.
It adds: "The AVCC believes that the national
interest demands that proper incentives be provided to
encourage able students to enter higher education and to
encourage the ablest to pursue postgraduate studies. "

NEW EDUCATION PROFHSSOR
Dr Richard White has been appointed to the chair of
educational psychology in the Monash Faculty of
Education.

A graduate of the University of Melbourne, Professor
White gained his Ph.D. at Monash in 1971. In that year
he was appointed a lecturer in education, and in 1976
became an associate professor.
During his time at Monash, Professor White has held
overseas appointments as visiting associate professor at
Florida State University, as a consultant to UNESCO
and to the Royal Thai Government, and as visiting
associate professor at the University of California,
Santa Barbara.

At Monash, Professor White has taught mainly
postgraduate courses in research methods and the
application of learning theories in teaching, as well as a
course on elementary statistics and occasional Dip.Ed.
lectures.

O-DAY: WELL ON THE WAY
* A re-actment of a robbery by the Kelly Gang...
* A mock trial -possibly on the theme of cricket ...
* A drop by the Monash Skydiving Club (weather
permitting)...

*A dramatic TV presentation of the IVF (test tube
baby) project...

These will be some of the highlights of Monash's 1981
Open Day on Saturday, August I.

Open Day Director, Professor David Giles, says there
has been a most gratifving response by departments
throughout the University and he is confident of a

Professor White was born in 1935; he is married with
three children.

BLOOD BANK COMING BACK
The Red Cross Blood Bank will be back on campus
tomorrow and Friday, and again on Wednesday and
Thursday of next week.
It will be operating on the ground floor of the
Menzies Building.

Prospective donors should book their times now at
the Union Desk.

EDGEWORTH DAVID MEDAL

highly successful day.

But he warns that time is running out for liaison
officers: Friday, June 26 is the absolute deadline for
material to be included in the official Open Day

The Royal Society of New South Wales invites
nominations for the Edgeworth David Medal.1981.

Program.
He points out that the program must be printed in
time for distribution a week before Open Day itself.
Also there will be a mailing of promotional material to
all schools late next week to engender interest in the day.

young scientists for work done mainly in Australia or its
territories, or contributing to the advancement of
Australian science.

An eye-catching poster is being prepared, and copies
will be sent to all departments with the request that it be
included (where appropriate) in mail sent out from the
University.

CORROSION ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
Associate Professor Brian Cherry, of Materials
Engineering, is Victorian state president of the
Australasian Corrosion Association - not federal
president as implied in the article in SOUND 17-81. The
federal president is Mr R.D. Wyles.

This award is for distinguished contributions by

Nominations close with Mr B.D. Shields, Assistant
Registrar, on Friday, August 17.
POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available, not previously listed in Sound:

ACADEMIC
LAW
Continuing & Fixed Term Lecturers (two positions)
MEDICINE
Biochemistry - Research Assistant Gr I
GENERAL
EDUCATION
Computer Programmer (part-time)
ENGINEERING
Chemical Engineering - Professional Officer - Chemical
Engineer/Chemist Coal Hydrogenation
LIBRARY
Library Assistant Gr I or 11 (Adult)

YOGA CLASSES
Yoga Society is

The Monash
now accepting
enrolments for a new series of beginners' classes for
men and women. Inquiries should be directed to the
Society on ext. 3093. Enrolments will be taken until
June 30 in the Union foyer between 12.30 and 2 p.in. or
in the Yoga rooms, Union basement, between 11 a.in.
and 3.30 p.in.

MEDICINE
Biochemistry - Technical Officer A
SCIENCE
Chemistry - Professional Officer - Chemical Engineer/Chemist
Coal Hydrogenation
HALLS OF RESIDENCE
Kitchen man
Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room 101, First Floor, University Offices Annexe.
Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047, clerical positions to 2038, and technical positions to
2055.
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