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THE  CHALLENGE  OF  BIO-TECHNOLOGY
The new realities  in technology-aided  reproduction far outstripped traditional concepts in  law, a senior judge Of

the Family Court told a conference organised  by lvlonash's Centre for Human  Bioethics  last Wednesday.

Justice  Austin  Asche  said  that  latest  developments
raised important questions of politics and policy.

The community had to decide:
•  Should  the law be allowed to develop gradually so

that  over  time,  by the  accretion  of precedent,  a  set  of
legal    principles    evolves    to    cover   issues    raised    by
procedures such as artificial insemination by donor and
in vitro  fertilisation?

• Or should legislators "grasp the nettle" and change
the   legal   face   quickly   with   a   comprehensive   code
covering the development and use of new techniques?

About  160  participants-including  doctors,  lawyers,
theologians,  social  workers,  people  on  AID  and  IVF
programs,     and    interested     members    of    the
public-attended    the    conference    on    the    ethical
implications   in   the   use   of   donor   sperm,   eggs   and
embryos in the treatment of human infertility.

On  Monday,  a Monash  University-Queen  Victoria
Medical    Centre-Epworth    Hospital    research    team
announced that it had successfully frozen and thawed a
human  embryo  which  had  now  developed  to  the  first
pregnancy so far reported in the world.

The  pregnancy  is  in  its  15th  week  and  the  baby  is
reported to be progressing normally.

A  member  of  the  team,  Associate  Professor  John
Leeton,     of    the    department    of    Obstetrics    and
Gynaecology,     told    the    conference    that    it    was
"somewhat   frustrating"   to   encounter   criticism   that

such    research    was     proceeding    without    public
consultation.

The  Monash  team  was  committed  to  open  medical
reporting of its work,  he said,  and since the early  '70s
had  attempted  to  stimulate  public  discussion  on  the
research and its ethical implications.

"The   trouble   is   people   don't   take   notice   until

something  (like  the  birth  of  the  first  test-tube  baby)
happens," he said.

Dr  Leeton  pointed  out  that  the  team's  work  was
subject    to    review    by    no    fewer    than    six    ethics
committees.

MONASH AND ANZAAS
The 53rd ANZAAS Congress will begin in Perth next

Monday,   May   16,   with   the   University   of  Western
Australia,    Murdoch    University    and    the    Western
Australian Institute of Technology acting as joint hosts.

The theme of the Congress this year is Resources and
Responsibility.

In  1985, it will be Monash's turn to host the Congress
and,   to   make   an   early   start   on   preparations,   the
University    has    established    a    preliminary    planning
committee,   under   the   chairmanship   of   the   Deputy
Registrar,  Mr  Jim  Leicester.

The committee has alre-ady held a number of me3tings
and  has  received  detailed  reports  from  last year's  host
university,  Macquarie.

Next week, the committee will be represented in Perth
by  Mr  Bob  Harle,  Examinatioris  Officer,  who  will  be
undertaking a  fact-finding mission for the University.

A number of Monash academics will be giving papers
at  the  Congress.  The  Information  Office  (ext.  2087)
would appreciate advance copies of papers to enable us
to supplement Perth's media efforts.

FREUDIAN SLIP?
On  the  agenda  for  last  week's  Ph.D.  and  Research

Committee meeting:
*5    REQUEST TO SUBMIT THESIS

It is Committee policy that in the absence of evidence
of exterminating circumstances, candidates who do not
submit   their   revised   thesis   by  the  due   date  will  be
deemed to have failed the examination.

ESSAY WRITING COURSES: 2ND TERM
Short,  intensive  essay  writing  courses  for  Arts  and

ECOPS  students  will be  offered  in  second  term.  Each
course will consist of two one-hour classes per week for
four weeks.

The first series of the courses will begin on Tuesday,
June  14,  and the second series on Tuesday,  July  12.

Class  times  are:  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  at  3.15
p.in.,  and Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4.15  p.in.

Students may register now for these courses by calling
to see the HEARU secretary,  Room 337 Law Building,
from whom further information can be obtained.

CALLING ALL PAPER PILOTS
To celebrate International Museum Day, Wednesday,

May  18,  the  Science  Museum  of Victoria  is  organising
``The Great Paper Aeroplane Competition".
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It will be held at the Museum between 10 a.in. and 4.p.in. on
May 18, and is open to competitors of all ages. There are two
classes:  Open,  for all aircraft built either inside or outside the
Museum,  and Impromptu,  for craft built at the Museum on
the day.

Prizes will be a return TAA Airbus trip to  Sydney for two
for the Open class, and a model kit from Hearns Hobbies for
the Impromptu class.

Details may be obtained from the Information Office.

FEMINIST FILM MAKING
The  Visual Arts  Department  is  presenting  a  series  of talks

and  screenings  on  feminist  film  making  and   feminist  film
theory,  sponsored by the Vera Moore Fund.

The first,  held last week,  was a screening of Dark Times,  a
film  by  the  celebrated  German  director,   Margarethe   Von
Trotta.

On  Wednesday,  May  11,  at  I.10 p..in.  in  the  Studio  S.704,
Visual Arts department,  Humanities Building,  there,will be a
talk by two members of the Reel Women Co'.Iective, Monique
Schwarz and Sue Weis and a screening of some of their films.
AIL  welcome.

SEMINARS,  LECTURES
Professor`  Richard   Goldtliwaite,   professor   of  history   at   Johns

Hopkins University, a world authority on the Renaissance, will lecture
on ` `Hard times and investment in culture or investment in culture and
good  times?"  in  R5  at  11  a.in.  on  Tuesday,  May  10.  All  interested
staff and students are welcome to attend.

***

Emeritus Professor H.H.  Stern,  of the University of Toronto,  will
give  a  seminar  on  "The  place  of  language  teaching  in  a  language
department"  in R3  at 7.30 p.in.  on Tuesday,  May 10. The seminar is
being presented by the departments of French, German, Japanese and
Spanish, in conjunction with the Applied Linguistics Research Group.

***

Dr Judy  Brett,  editor  of Meanjin,  and  Peter Craven  and Michael
Haywood, editors of the new Melbourne literary journal Scripsi,  will
talk  on  Wednesday,  May  11,  on  the  cultural  policies  and  context  of
their journals.  The seminar, organised by the Centre for General and
Comparative  Literature,   will  be  held  at  4.30  p.in.   in   Room  310,
Menzies  Building.

ELECTION NEWS
Council:

Nominations have been called for the election of two professors as
members of Council by the professors of the University.

Nominations close at noon on Wednesday, May 18, and if there are
more  nominations  than  vacancies,  a  ballot  will  be  held  on  Friday,
June 10. The successful candidates will hold office for four years from
July 3,  1983  to  July 2,1987.

***

Nominations  have  been  called  for  the  election  of one  member  of
Council by members of the teaching staff other than professors to fill
a vacancy that will arise on the expiration of Dr B.A. Parker's term of
office on July 2.

Nominations close at noon on Monday, May  16.  If more than one
nomination is received, a ballot will be held on Tuesday, June 14. The
successful cahdidate will hold office for four years from July 3.  1983,
to  July 2,  1987.

***

Nominations  have  been  called  for  the  election  of  a  member  of
Council  by  the  members  of  each  of  the  faculties  of  Medicine  and
Science.  The  retiring  members  are  Dr  N.J.  Gray  (Medicine)  and  Sir
Robert  Price  (Science).

Nominations close at noon on Tuesday, May  10.  If there are more
nominations  than vacancies,  a ballot will be held on Friday,  June 3.
Successful candidates will hold office for a term of four years,  from
July  3,1983.

**

Nominations have been called for the election of one member of the
teaching staff other than professors to each of the following standing
committees  of  Council:   Buildings;  Affiliation;   Housing;   Religious
Centre Advisory.

Nominations close at noon on Thursday, May 19. If there are more
nominations than vacancies, a ballot will be held on Wednesday, June
15.  The successful candidates will hold office for two years from the
date of Council's July meeting.

***

Nominations have been called for the election of one member of the
Honorary Degrees Committee,  a joint committee of Council and the
Professorial Board,  by the professors.

The election is to fill the vacancy that will arise with the expiration
of the term of Professor J.P.  Whyte on June 30.

Nominations  close  at  noon  on  Friday,  May 20.  If more  than  one
nomination is received,  a ballot will be held on Monday,  June 20.

***

Nomination   forms   and   further   information   about   all   of   the
foregoing elections may I)e ol)tained from the Returning Officer, Mr
J.D.  Butchal.t.

***

Arts Faculty Boat.d
Following   the   poll   conducted   on   April   27-28,    the   following

undergraduate  students  have  been  declared  elected  to  the  Faculty
Board of the faculty of Arts: Brendan Micl.ael Carins, Scott Campbell
Killingbeck and Andrew Richard Levy.  They will hold office for one
year to  April  30,  1984.

RESEARCH GRANTS
Australian Kidney Foundation:

Applications   are   currently   being   invited   for   support   from   the
Australian Kidney Foundation  for:
I.  Grants-in-Aid    for  medical  research  concerned  with  function  or
disease of kidney,  urinary tract or related organs.

Further information and application  forms are available from Mrs
L.  Balla  (ext.  3073).

Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.  Shields  on  Friday,  June  3,  1983.
2,  Medical  Research  Scholarships

Further  information  is  available  from  the  Graduate  Scholarships
Officer  (ext.  2009).

Applications close with  Mr D.J.  Kelly on Friday, August  19,1983.
***

WAPET-Wildlife Research:
Applications    are    invited   by    the   Western    Australian   Wildlife

Authority  for  an  environmental  research  grant  on  Barrow  Island.
tenable  in  1984.

Formal  academic  qualifications  are  not  necessary,  but  applicants
should  be  experienced  workers  in  their chosen  field.

Further  information  is  availat)le  from  Mrs  L.  Balla (ext.  3073).
Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.   Shields  on  Friday,  October  21.

1983.

TUTORS REQUIRED IN  HALLS
Applications  are  invited  from  single  members  of  staff  and  single

postgraduate  students  to  fill vacancies in Farrer and  Roberts  Halls to
commence  in  May.

There are no formal tutorial classes held in Halls but appointees will
be  expected  to  help  undergraduate  residents  with  academic  matters
and assist with the administration of their Hall. They will be expected
to  have  most  of their  meals  with  the  student  members  in  the  Hall's
Diningroom    and    to    take    part    in    the    social    activities.    The
accommodation  provided  is  a  room  with  en  suite  bathroom.  The
weekly  accommodation  rate  for  1983  is  Sl9.04.

Application  forms  and  further information may be obtained  from
the  Halls  Administrative  Assistant  on  extension  2900.

POSITIONS VACANT
New  positions  available,  not  previously  listed  in  Sound:

ECONOMICS &  POLITICS
Sen.  Secretary/Admin.  Secretary:  Accounting &  Finance-Cont.
Lecturer/Sen.     Lecturer;     Econom.ics     &     Operations
Research-Research  Assistant Gr.  I

ENGINEERING
Electrical               Engineering-Chair;               Mechanical
Engineering-Research Assistant

LIBRARY
Biomedical-Library Technician

MEDICINE
Surgery-Secretary

SCIENCE
Sen.  Technical Officer A

COMPTROLLER
Finance Branch-Accounts Officer (Admin.Assist.  Gr.  11)

UNION
C.R.A.C.-Typist/Clerk

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices  Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical  positions  to 2038,  and  technical positions to
2055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by K.W.  Bennetts,  Information Officer


