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2021-2022
SNAPSHOT

222 130 MEMBERS

MARC's membership has grown
to 130 academics from across
Monash making it one of the
largest addiction research
centres in the world.

ﬁ= 207
__| PUBLICATIONS

Our members published 207
peer-reviewed journal articles in
the field of addiction, with 78%
published in Q1 journals.

$ OVER $26M
IN FUNDING

Our members received over
$26M in funding to complete
addiction based research.

@ 97 MEDIA
MENTIONS
MARC researchers appeared
in the media more than 97

times, including across radio,
TV, online & print media.
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ABOUT US

The Monash Addiction Research Centre (MARC) brings together world-leading expertise from
across Monash University and the sector to provide solutions to the challenges of addiction.

We have 130 academic members across 30 departments in CHANGING THE CONVERSATION
six faculties and two institutes, making us one of the largest ) ) . .
petacuit WO NSt g u 9 We directly address stigma and community perceptions

addiction centres in the world. . o ) ,
of addiction by bringing together multiple perspectives,

Our mission is to provide national thought leadership, including lived experience, through thought leadership, expert
education, and research excellence to develop, deliver commentary and evidence dissemination.
and evaluate effective policy and practice approaches for
- © POTEY ANt practon 8ppro ENABLING THE WORKFORCE
addiction. We work in partnership to achieve this by:
We build the expertise of individuals working in addiction and

USING DATA FOR IMPACT

other frontline workforces, and the capacity of the treatment

We generate and leverage multiple unique datasets, and sector more broadly. We achieve this through development
provide timely and accessible insights to drive policy and and delivery of short courses, embedded addiction curricula
practice change. and work-integrated learning opportunities. We work with

government partners to deliver effective reforms in addiction
TRANSFORMING PRACTICE and mental health care.

We work to transform practice through co-designing, trialling and

implementing novel evidence-based approaches. We work with
community partners in the Frankston-Mornington Peninsula, those
with lived experience of addiction, and other key stakeholders to

develop local solutions that can be scaled nationally. MARC is dedicated to finding solutions
that transform the way we think about
and respond to addiction.
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GOVERNANCE

Centre Director, Professor Dan Lubman AM, oversees the Centre’s research and operations
while playing a key role in the development of industry engagement activities.

Deputy Director, Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen is instrumental in the development of
research collaborations and plays a critical role in the strategic development of key initiatives
in the Frankston Mornington Peninsula region. Other core staff include members of the
strategy and business operations team.

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT / STRATEGY AND RESEARCH

SENIOR LEADERSHIP BUSINESS OPERATIONS STAFF
PROFESSOR DAN KRISTA CRAWFORD DR TINA LAM
LUBMAN AM Research Program Officer Research Fellow
Director
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR KELLIE RUDLIN DR TING XIA
SUZANNE NIELSEN Senior Communications Research Fellow
Deputy Director Adviser

JONATHAN MEDDINGS

Policy and Engagement

DR LEANNE FRANCIA
Research Officer
Manager

DR ALI CHEETHAM

Research Officer

LOUISA PICCO

Research Assistant

ALEX SHIPTON

Research Assistant
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MARC THEME LEADERS

MARC’s theme leader group takes on the collective responsibility for informing the strategic
direction of the Monash Addiction Research Centre (MARC) and sharing information
relating to MARC activities and opportunities. Theme leaders represent each of the three
research themes within MARC, acting as a conduit for information between MARC and the
departments and faculties in which they are based.

SCIENCE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT  CULTURE AND POLICY

EARLY TO MID-CAREER RESEARCHER COMMITTEE

The Centre’s Early to Mid-Career Researcher (EMCR) committee supports EMCR's,
including PhD students, by offering professional support and developmental opportunities.
The EMCR committee organises and attends quarterly networking events, workshops and
other professional development opportunities. Our EMCR committee representatives for
2021/2022 are:

PROFESSOR ANTONIO
VERDEJO-GARCIA

Turner Institute for Brain
and Mental Health

DR JENNIFER
SCHUMANN
Department of Forensic
Medicine

DR JENNI

ILOMAKI

Centre for Medicine Use
Safety

DR KATHARINA VOIGT

Turner Institute for Brain
and Mental Health
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PROFESSOR PAUL
DIETZE

Burnet Institute

PROFESSOR ARON
SHLONSKY

Department of Social
Work

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
VICTORIA MANNING

Turning Point

DR SHALINI ARUNOGIRI

Turning Point

DR TINA LAM
Monash Addiction
Research Centre

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEBBIE SCOTT

Turning Point

DR LIZ STURGISS
Department of General
Practice

PROFESSOR PHILIP
MENDES
Department of Social
Work

ASSOQCIATE PROFESSOR
SONJA DE NEW

Centre for Health
Economics

DR ROWAN OGEIL

Turning Point

DR MICHAEL SAVIC

Turning Point

DR FRASER TULL

BehaviourWorks

DR LAURA ALFREY
School of Curriculum
Teaching & Inclusive
Education

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
SUZANNE NIELSEN
Monash Addiction
Research Centre

DR TINA LAM
Monash Addiction
Research Centre

DR ROWAN OGEIL

Turning Point

DR LIZ STURGISS

General Practice

DR KATHARINA VOIGT

Turner Institute for Brain
and Mental Health

DR JENNI ILOMAKI

Centre for Medicine Use
& Safety

MONASH ADDICTION RESEARCH CENTRE — ANNUAL REPORT 2022



MARC ADVISORY BOARD

MARC'’S external Advisory Board comprises representatives from a broad range of key
stakeholders and partners who bring together a wealth of leadership and expertise. The board
assists MARC in its mission to provide national solutions to the problems of addiction by increasing
the visibility of the Centre across the community and supporting the work of our members.

CHAIR Mietta Gibson has a commerce degree from Deakin University and has had a successful career
in Human Resources for companies such as Daimler, Fiat Chrysler, World Vision and MYOB. In
recent years, Mietta has been working as a consultant along with leaders and teams at a variety
of organisations to create positive and inspiring workplaces.

Ms Gibson has been fortunate to have been involved with the Gibson Family foundation, a small
foundation interested in creating impact in areas such as mental health. She coordinated support
from the foundation to Turning Point and MARC to create video stories documenting the lived
experience of people with addiction.

Being chair of the MARC Advisory Board is a great opportunity for Mietta to combine her
professional experience, her lived experience of having a family member with addiction and
mental health issues, and to represent her Mornington Peninsula community.

BOARD MEMBERS MELISSA ARDUCA

Director, Alcohol and Other Drugs Policy, Victorian Department

SIMONE CORIN Health and e
Executive Director, Children and Families Division, Victorian o realii and Fiuman Senices
Department of Health and Human Services ROD MACKINTOSH

Executive Officer, Frankston Mornington Peninsula Primal
SAM BIONDO S g v

r ner.

Executive Officer, Victorian Alcohol and Drugs Association are rarinersnip

ELEANOR WILLIAMS
CHRISTOPHER CARTER N _

) Executive Director, Strategy & Policy, Mental Health and

CEO, North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network . o

Wellbeing Division, Department of Health
(NWMPHN)

DR ALISON DWYER

Executive Director, Research (Chief Medical Officer),

PROFESSOR DAVID COPOLOV AO

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Major Campuses and Student Eastern Health

PROFESSOR KIM CORNISH (SIR JOHN MONASH

Engagement), Monash University

NICOLE LYNCH

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR)
Executive Director, Strategy & Policy, Mental Health and Director, Turner Institute for Brain and Mental Health
Wellbeing Division, Department of Health
HEATHER PICKARD
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR TONY WALKER CEOQ, Self Help Addiction Resource Centre
CEO, Ambulance Victoria
FELICITY TOPP
AC GLENN WEIR CEO, Peninsula Health
Assistant Commissioner, Eastern Region, Victoria Police
NICOLA REINDERS

Executive Director: Quality and Patient Experience,
Ambulance Victoria
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FUNDING SUCCESS

MARC researchers have been awarded more than $26 million in research funding to conduct
research relating to addiction, substance use and related behaviours. The below examples of
funding success demonstrate the strength of interdisciplinary collaboration amongst our members.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE OUTCOMES OF INJECTING
DRUG USE AND METHAMPHETAMINE SMOKING

Investigators: Professor Paul Dietze, Dr Michael Livingston,
Professor Lisa Maher, Dr Bernadette Ward, Dr Peter Higgs,
Associate Professor Mark A Stoove, Dr Jack Stone, Matthew
Hickman, Professor Margaret Hellard, Dr Keith Sutton and Dr
Paul Agius.

Injection drug use and methamphetamine smoking is
associated with the majority of illicit drug-related harms

and associated costs in Australia. This project will extend
our studies of people who inject drugs and people who
smoke methamphetamine through record linkage to social
and criminal justice datasets. The project will characterise
the trajectories of participants through social services (e.g.
public housing) and law enforcement systems to provide a
comprehensive account of social and criminal justice impacts
of injection drug use and methamphetamine use in Australia
for the first time.

The project will determine the:

= incidence of key outcomes such as arrest, imprisonment,
social housing utilisation and changes to the government
benefits participants receive;

= impacts of law enforcement and criminal justice
intervention on drug use trajectories and drug-related
harm; and

= impacts of key interventions, policies and behaviours on
criminal justice outcomes.

This project is funded by the Australian Research Council.
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SCOPING SERVICE GAPS IN MEDICATION
ASSISTED TREATMENT OF OPIOID DEPENDENCE
(MATOD) BY EVALUATING LIVED EXPERIENCES
OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS NURSING
PRACTITIONERS (AODNPS) IN RURAL AND
REGIONAL VICTORIA.

Investigators: Dr Tejaswini Patil, Professor Aron Shlonsky,
Professor Niels Buus, Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen,
Dr Ferghal Armstrong, Ms Brenda Loy, Mr Jonathan Tyler.

MATOD is an evidenced harm reduction approach for the
treatment of people impacted by opioid dependence. However,
there is chronic shortage of MATOD prescribers in regional/
rural areas which is the result of well-documented stigma

and discrimination associated with drug users, substantially
complicating and potentially slowing recruitment efforts.

To address system level issues related to prescriber
recruitment and retention in regional and rural areas, the role
of other health professionals, namely AODNPs is gaining
increasing attention. Cross-national studies have noted the
important role AODNPs can play in managing, meeting and
administering the complex needs of MATOD consumers.

In Australia and particularly Victoria, a comprehensive
understanding of the facilitators and barriers to the successful
adoption and scale-up of AODNPs in regional and rural
MATOD delivery is at best anecdotal or fragmented. Similarly,
workforce capability, access to professional training and the
role of higher education providers in fulfilling prescriber gaps in
regional/rural Victoria is relatively unexamined.

The aim of this project is to investigate how AODNP’s can
contribute to filling prescriber gaps in MATOD treatments in
regional/remote/rural regions in Victoria.

This project is funded by the Ballarat Community Health Service.

This project is a collaboration between Social Work, School of Nursing
and Midwifery, Monash Addiction Research Centre, Eastern Health
Clinical School, and Centre for Health Economics.

USING AMBULANCE DATA TO CREATE A
CONTEMPORARY MODEL OF ALCOHOL-RELATED
HARMS FOR POLICY MAKERS

Investigators: Dr Rowan Ogeil, Professor Dan Lubman, Dr
Ziad Nehme, Associate Professor Debbie Scott.

Alcohol is a leading cause of injury, chronic disease, and
mortality. Alcohol availability and consumption patterns
have changed substantially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Victorian licensing regulations have been relaxed, resulting
in an increased number of locations able to sell alcohol, and
rapid deliveries now available. A 2021 review of The Liquor
Control Reform Act confirmed these regulatory changes will
not be wound back. This has created a rapidly changing
environment, where evidence is lacking about where and
when these harms occur and who is most at risk, placing the
Victorian community at greater risk of harm.

Assessing changes in alcohol-related harms in the post-
COVID-19 recovery is timely, as changes to liquor licensing
and harms associated with new norms post-COVID-19 may
differ significantly from pre-COVID-19. There are substantial
public health benefits of this work stemming from the
complete coverage of the Victorian population by NASS. A
second major advantage is the mixed-methods approach,
allowing key stakeholders, treatment services, government
and patients to be directly involved through the co-design
process. This will enable policy makers to have locally relevant
information on alcohol-related harms in both metropolitan
and regional areas, and to have contextualised information

on those harms beyond population metrics. This also has
significant benefits for VicHealth as part of its work to address
culture change. For example, results from the present study
could be used to target future ads or education campaigns
around specific ‘hotspot’ locations; sub-populations at risk of
harm and types of harm (e.g., violence vs injury).

This project is funded by the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation (VicHealth).

ENHANCING PHARMACIST INVOLVEMENT IN CARE
(EPIC) MATOD IMPLEMENTATION STUDY

Investigators: Kirsty Morgan, Associate Professor
Suzanne Nielsen, John Jackson, Sarah Lord, Dr David
Jacka, Associate Professor Dennis Petrie, Dr Ali Cheetham

Access to MATOD is poor in many parts of Victoria, with a
large geographic disparity in service provision. The Enhancing
Pharmacist Involvement in Care (EPIC)-MATOD project has
developed a model of care to expand treatment capacity by
using community pharmacists at their full scope of practice, in
collaboration with MATOD prescribers, in areas where access
to prescribers is poor. The project is led by the Monash
Addiction Research Centre and Frankston Mornington Primary
Care Partnership’s RAD-FMP initiative, in collaboration with
local and state government and peak professional and
consumer organisations.

The model of care will be piloted with patients at a number of
MATOD pharmacies in the Frankston Mornington Peninsula
(FMP) region. The pilot study aims to determine whether a
collaborative model improves treatment access and retention;
identify factors important for successful implementation; and
determine the cost per patient of delivering the model of care.
Findings will help identify the resources and strategies needed
to scale up a collaborative model of care to other geographic
areas with similar needs to expand access to MATOD.

The pilot study is funded by the Victorian Department of
Health through an Alcohol and Drug Research Innovation
Agenda (ADRIA) Research Grant.

This project is funded by ADRIA - The ADRIA Program is an initiative

by the Victorian Department of Health in conjunction with the Victorian
Alcohol and Drug Association (VAADA,).
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THE ROLE OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS
IN ROAD CRASH RELATED AMBULANCE
ATTENDANCE

Investigators: Associate Professor Deb Scott, Professor Dan
Lubman, Dr Rowan Ogeil.

Turning Point and their National Addiction Mental Health
Surveillance Unit (NAMHSU) team have entered into a
collaboration that provides public health surveillance of alcohol
and other drug-related ambulance attendances involving
traffic crashes in Victoria for 2022. This is a continuation of a
2021 pilot project. TAC will fund NAMHSU to use the National
Ambulance Surveillance System to code and report on road
traffic crashes that involve alcohol and other drugs. This data
will be used by the TAC to help inform safety and policy in
road safety and help to gain an improved understanding of
road users who drink or drug drive. Both TAC and NAMHSU
hope this will become an ongoing collaboration that will
improve the understanding of trends and patterns of drink and
drug driving crashes.

This project is funded by the TAC.

MONASH ADDICTION RESEARCH CENTRE — ANNUAL REPORT 2022



COMPLETED RESEARCH

Below are some highlights of the addiction-related research completed by our members in

the 2021/2022 year.

‘UNDERSTANDING EMERGING OPIOID-RELATED HARMS THROUGH IMPROVED SURVEILLANCE, DRUG

CHECKING AND INFORMATION SHARING SYSTEMS’

Investigators: Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen, Sarah Hiley,
Julie Latimer, Dr Nico Clark, Dr Marianne Jauncey, Dr Monica
Barratt, Associate Professor Dimitri Gerostamoulos, Linda
Glowacki, Professor Claude Roux, Dr Marie Morelato, Elodie
Lefrancois, Dr Tina Lam, Michael Gilbert (2020 — 2021).

In Australia, increases in unintentional heroin deaths and
overdoses have been observed in recent years, yet, it is not
clear what is driving these changes. To understand rising
opioid-related harms, there is a need for systems to gather
timely information on changing opioid overdose patterns and
risk factors, including the involvement of emerging drugs.

This project focused on developing novel methods for
monitoring for emerging harmful substances.

This was a multi-centre project led by MARC’s Deputy Director
Suzanne Nielsen and coordinated by MARC members Tina
LLam and Louisa Picco, in collaboration with Sarah Hiley,

and Nico Clark of the Medically Supervised Injecting Room
(MSIR) at North Richmond Community Health, Julie Latimer
and Marianne Jauncey of the Uniting Medically Supervised
Injecting Centre (MSIC), Monica Barratt of RMIT University,
Emma Tay of the Western Sydney Local Health District, Dimitri
Gerostamoulos and Linda Glowacki of the Victorian Institute
of Forensic Medicine (VIFM), Claude Roux and Marie Morelato
of the University of Technology Sydney, Elodie Lefrancois of
the University of Lausanne, Switzerland and Portland-based
public health technologist Michael Gilbert.

This project was funded by the National Centre for Clinical Research on Emerging Drugs (NCCRED) Seed funding.

Partners: Medically Supervised Injecting Room, Uniting Medically Supervised Injecting Centre, University of New South Wales (UNSW),

University of Technology Sydney (UTS), Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM).

Publications: Lam, T, Barratt, MJ, Bartlett, M, Latimer, J, Jauncey, M, Hiley, S, Clark, N, Gerostamoulos, G, Glowacki, L, Roux, C, Morelato,

M, & Nielsen, S (2022). Infrequent detection of unintentional fentanyl use via urinalysis among people who regularly inject opioids in Sydney and
Melbourne, Australia. Addiction, 117, 2331-2337. DOI: 10.1111/add.15832
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REACH - REDUCING ALCOHOL RELATED HARM IN GENERAL PRACTICE

Investigators: Dr Liz Sturgiss, Professor Grant Russell, Professor Danielle Mazza, Associate Professor Lauren Ball,
Professor Helen Skouteris, Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen, Dr Tina Lam, Dr Renee O’Donnell, Dr David Jacka,

Associate Professor Chris Barton, Dr Michael Tam.

Alcohol is a major source of harm. More than 1200 deaths
each year and 43,736 Disability Adjusted Life Years (DALYS)
are attributable to alcohol in Victoria alone. Risky alcohol

use has ramifications for health and wellbeing, and affects
families and the wider community through absenteeism, family
violence, assaults, and motor vehicle collisions. People from
low income groups are affected by alcohol related harms
more, and at lower levels of alcohol intake, than people from
higher income groups.

General practice plays an essential role in reducing alcohol-
related harm in communities, as nearly 85 percent of
Victorians see a GP at least annually. Brief interventions
involve assessing the amount of alcohol a person is using,
and offering individualised advice on how to reduce the
associated health risks. These are effective in reducing the
average amount of alcohol people consume in a week, and
are recommended in the RACGP Preventive Care guidelines
for all patients over the age of 15 years. Despite their
effectiveness and the support for this approach in evidence-
based guidelines, clinicians do not routinely provide this
intervention in daily practice.

This project tested a new approach for embedding brief
interventions for alcohol in general practice. The project team
partnered with six general practices situated in low-income
communities in North West and South East Melbourne to
test a new package of resources. It used both qualitative and
quantitative data to assess the acceptability, feasibility, and
relative effectiveness of the intervention.

This project was funded by the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation

Partners: Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, North Western
Melbourne Primary Health Network; Enliven; Health Issues Centre

How alcohol harms your health

*Depression @ § ‘

« Stroke

* Anxiety «Mouth cancer
* Alcohol dependence

«Throat cancer

* Dementia

0- High blood pressure
* Breast cancer ' *Heart disease

« Liver cancer
o

« Liver disease
*Unintended pregnancy
« Digestive problems «Miscarriage

* Colon cancer < Still birth

* Sexually transmitted
infections

*Foetal alcohol
spectrum disorder

Talk to your doctor today about your alcohol use

Ur?ﬁﬁ?:r MonashHealth

This project is funded by the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation

Publications: Sturgiss, E., Gunatillaka, N., Ball, L., Lam, T., Nielsen, S.,
O’Donnell, R., Barton, C., Skouteris, H., Tam, C., Jacka, D., Mazza, D.,
& Russell, G. (2021). Embedding brief interventions for alcohol in general
practice: a study protocol for the REACH Project feasibility trial. BJGP
Open, 5(4), [BJGPO.2021.0037]. DOI: 10.3399/BJGPO.2021.0037

Sturgiss, E., Lam, T., Russell, G., Ball, L., Gunatillaka, N., Barton,
C., Tam, C., O’'Donnell, R., Chacko, E., Skouteris, H., Mazza, D., &
Nielsen, S. (2022). Patient and clinician perspectives of factors that
influence the delivery of alcohol brief interventions in Australian primary
care: a qualitative descriptive study. Family Practice, 39(2), 275-281.
DOI: 10.1093/fampra/cmab091
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UNDERSTANDING POLICY, MEDIA, AND ACADEMIC
NARRATIVES AROUND CYCLES OF DISADVANTAGE
IN AUSTRALIA

Investigators: Associate Professor Simon Angus, Professor
Joanna Batstone, Associate Professor Peter Bragge, Professor
Wray Buntine, Professor Tim Dwyer, Dr Nick Faulkner, Dr Sarah
Goodwin, Professor Paul Raschky, Professor Liam Smith,
Professor Geoff Webb

How do narratives change over time, and what can we learn
about who is and isn’t included or heard in these public
forums? When discussing complex issues of multidimensional
disadvantage and wellbeing, which topics are framed in
relation to each other, and what does that tell us about our
policy focus? How can narrative analysis inform our advocacy
as communities and the for-purpose sector?

Using a transdisciplinary perspective and cutting-edge
algorithmic discourse analysis methods, this project aimed

to provide a path-breaking tool to identify and track changes
in public narratives about disadvantage. This tool aimed to
provide a structured way of understanding public attitudes

to disadvantage — and ultimately inform their own planning,
reporting, impact assessments, and activities aiming to
influence public narratives about disadvantage as they
emerge. The large-scale, longitudinal data generated by

this project provided the key to answering a broad range of
questions about how narratives emerge, and how they can
influence, reinforce and break cycles of disadvantage. This
opens the door to a broad array of future projects that link this
dataset to others (e.g. statistics on employment, crime, health,
social capital, etc.) to understand how narratives influence
employment, crime, health, and well-being outcomes; test
the effect of campaigns that aim to alter public narratives; and
identify events that disrupt intergenerational and intersectional
cycles of disadvantage.

This project was funded by the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation.

Partners: Victorian Health Promotion Foundation,; North Western
Melbourne Primary Health Network; Enliven,; Health Issues Centre

Publications: Faulkner, N., Borg, K., Zhao, K. & Smith, L. (2020)
Measuring Social Inclusion: The Inclusive Australia Social Inclusion
Index. Inclusive Australia. (Report)

PERSISTENCE OF OPIOID USE FOLLOWING
SURGICAL ADMISSION

Investigators: Dr Tina Lam, Dr Ting Xia, Professor Dan
Lubman, Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen

This data linkage study analysed administrative data from
hospital and community pharmacies to compare rates of
persistent opioid use in opioid naive patients prescribed one
of two pharmaceutical opioids (tapentadol and oxycodone)
for post-surgical analgesia. The study analysed the records of
120,000 hospital patients who were discharged from surgery
across three Australian states and who were continuing to
use opioids three months post surgery, a period when most
people are expected to have discontinued pain relieving
medication. The study found lower rates of longer-term

use for patients prescribed tapentadol in particular surgical
sub groups. Given this is one of the first studies specifically
looking at tapentadol as a discharge opioid on longer-term
outcomes, the clinical outcomes may see clinicians take into
consideration the longer-term side effects of these opioids
when prescribing post operative pain relief to patients.

This project was funded by CSL Seqirus.

Publications Lam, T., Biggs, N., Xia, T., Evans, J., Stevens, J., da
Gama, M., Lubman, D. I., & Nielsen, S. (2022). Comparing opioid
types in the persistence of opioid use following surgical admission:

a study protocol for a retrospective observational linkage study
comparing tapentadol and oxycodone in Australia. BMJ Open, 12(4),
e060151. DOI: 10.1136/bmjopen-2021-060151

MAPPING THE ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG PATIENT JOURNEY TO IMPROVE TREATMENT ACCESS AND

ENGAGEMENT IN CARE

Investigators: Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen, Dr

Tina Lam, Kirsty Morgan, Dr Michael Savic, Heather

Pickard, Associate Professor Lisa Kuhn, Dr Nadine Andrew, Rob
White, Katherine Bendall, Greer Watkins, Professor Dan Lubman

Alcohol and other drugs (AOD) are involved in 137,000
Australian hospital admissions and 28 percent of ED injuries.
This harm is preventable. Understanding patients’ journeys
through health systems can inform more effective delivery
of evidence-based treatments. This study used novel
approaches to combine big data and qualitative methods,
including graphical journey mapping, to comprehensively
document the patient journey to identify opportunities for
increasing connection to, and retention in AOD care.

This project was funded by the National Centre for Healthy Aging
(NCHA) - Living Labs Program.

Partners: A collaboration between MARC, School of Nursing and
Midwifery, Peninsula Health, Self Help Addiction Resource Centre
(SHARC), Turning Point, Frankston Mornington Peninsula Primary
Care Partnership, and Responding to Alcohol and Drugs in the
Frankston-Mornington Peninsula (RAD-FMP).

Publications: Francia L., Lam T, Berg A., Morgan K., Savic M.,
Lubman D. & Nielsen, N. (2022). Putting out the welcome mat — A
qualitative exploration of service delivery processes and procedures
as barriers to treatment-seeking for persons actively using alcohol and
other drugs. Drugs and alcohol review. DOI: 10.1111/dar.13551

Francia, L., Berg, A., Lam, T., Morgan, K., & Nielsen, S.

(2022). “The peer workers, they get it” — how lived experience
expertise strengthens therapeutic alliances and alcohol and other
drug treatment-seeking in the hospital setting. Addiction Research &
Theory. DOI: 10.1080/16066359.2022.2124245
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HOSPITALITY DRINKING CULTURES

Investigators: Dr Michael Savic, Dr Tina Lam, Dr James Wilson, Professor Dan Lubman, Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen,
Associate Professor Steven Roberts, Dr Cameron Rose, Dr Brady Robards, Dr Ben Allitt, Dr Fahad Hanna, Peta Stragalinos.

Drinking alcohol during or after a shift has long been common practice among hospitality workers, especially male hospitality workers.
However, attitudes toward alcohol are starting to change. As part of VicHealth’s Men’s Risky Drinking Initiative and in partnership with
Chisholm TAFE, “Hospo drinking cultures” seeks to amplify these changes through a series of short animated documentaries. The
project team surveyed and interviewed hospitality students and staff to inform the development and delivery of a co-designed and
animated multimedia campaign. The campaign addressed cultures of risky drinking among male hospitality students and hospitality staff
that mentor them in workplace settings. In so doing, the project aimed to cultivate skills, workplace settings and norms that facilitate low
risk-drinking, alternative post-work practices and care.

You can find out more about the five animated mini-documentaries and watch them here.

This project was funded by Victorian Health Promotion Foundation.

Partners: Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, Chisholm Institute.
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https://www.turningpoint.org.au/research/people/dr-michael-savic
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/tina-lam
https://www.turningpoint.org.au/research/people/dr-james-wilson
https://www.turningpoint.org.au/about-us/people/dan-lubman
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/suzanne-nielsen
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/steven-roberts
https://hospodrinkingcultures.org.au/
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KEY ACTIVITIES

BUILDING ADDICTION RESEARCH CAPACITY

= Delivered two interdisciplinary webinars and a policy webinar attracting over 700 registrations.

= Delivered EMCR workshops, including a policy workshop and science commmunication workshop

WEBINARS

INTERDISCIPLINARY WEBINAR SERIES

In the second half of 2021, we held our final two webinars in
our 10-part interdisciplinary series. For our July webinar we
welcomed Associate Professor Kelly Dunn from the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine. Prof Dunn was
joined by Associate Professor Suzi Nielsen and Prof Rachelle
Buchbinder to discuss whether cannabinoids can help us
address the opioid crisis

In September, MARC members Dr Susan Baidawi, Associate
Professor Deb Scott and Dr Christine Grove presented on
the topic Vulnerable children - Substance use among young
people and caregivers in child protection systems. Susan,
Deb and Christine discussed substance use among young
people with a focus on the ‘crossover’ of children at the
nexus of the youth justice and child protection systems, and
the implications of caregiver substance abuse in children’s
involvement in the system.

MAKING ADDICTION A NATIONAL PRIORITY -
THE NEED TO END STIGMA

In March 2022, we held the first webinar in our new series
focusing on changing the conversation around addiction.
Making addiction a national priority - the need to end stigma
featured panellists, including Mary O’Hagan from the Victorian
Department of Health, Caterina Giorgi from Foundation for
Alcohol Research & Education (FARE), Dr Michael Doyle from
the Centre for Research Excellence in Indigenous Health

and Alcohol and Dr Adam Bourne from La Trobe University.
The panel discussed what we can do to address the stigma
surrounding addiction and improve health outcomes, and how
we can make responding to addiction a national policy priority.
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WORKSHOPS

EMCR POLICY WORKSHOP

In November 2021, MARC led an EMCR policy workshop
focusing on what public policy is and how researchers

can translate their research findings in a way that makes it
accessible to policymakers. Participants also engaged in a
group exercise to translate the results of an academic paper
into a short pitch to policymakers through the CPR model:
Context, Problem, Response.

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION WORKSHOP

We had a great turnout for our science communication
workshop on Tuesday, 10 August 2021 with science
communication expert, Associate Professor Jen Martin,
sharing some great tips on how to deliver effective, engaging
and confident presentations.

In the workshop, Associate Professor Martin presented
different strategies researchers can use as the basis for any
great presentation. This included the GAMPER strategy -
Goal, Audience, Message, Platform, Evaluate and Refine.

Associate Professor Martin also shared the three key stages
(planning, design and delivery) to focus on when preparing a
talk, the top five tips for public speaking, and the top seven
tips for presenting online.
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2022 MARC SYMPOSIUM

The 2022 MARC Symposium was held on Thursday, 19 May
at the Monash Caulfield campus. The one-day event brought
together world-leading addiction researchers from across
Monash University and the broader sector to discuss and
address harms relating to alcohol, other drugs and gambling.

More than 100 people attended the symposium with
presentations from over 20 speakers, including a keynote
presentation from Prof Alison Ritter from the University of
NSW, and an afternoon panel discussion with Prof Ritter,
Fiona Patten MP, Associate Professor Charles Livingstone and
moderated by MARC Advisory Board chair, Mietta Gibson.
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PRIZE WINNERS

Best PhD Poster Award — Sarah Haines for her poster
presentation titled ‘Consumer experience of Prescription Drug
Monitoring Programs (PDMP) in Victoria: Perspectives from
people who use opioids to manage chronic pain.’

Best EMCR Poster Award — Dr Leanne Francia and Amelia
Berg for their poster titled ‘Language Matters: The influence of
language on treatment-seeking for people experiencing alcohol
and other drug harms in hospital and primary care settings’.

MONASH ADDICTION RESEARCH CENTRE — ANNUAL REPORT 2022
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POLICY AND ENGAGEMENT

IMPROVING OPIATE DEPENDENCE TREATMENT

Opioid-related overdose deaths are on the rise in Australia.
We need effective treatment and intervention options to
reduce opioid-related harm. In October 2021, MARC made
a submission to the Commonwealth Post-Market Review of
Opiate Dependence Treatment Program (ODTP) Medicines.
It recommends ensuring availability of a wide range of opiate
dependence treatment medications, normalising opioid

use disorder treatment in primary care, placing addiction
specialists in all major hospitals, developing new models of
service delivery, and subsidising dispensing and administration
fees to make opiate dependence treatment more affordable
for patients.

You can view the full submission here.

Image credit: Unsplash
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IT’S TIME TO DECRIMINALISE

Criminalisation of personal possession and use of drugs is
one of the single greatest public policy failures in history. Not
only has prohibition failed to eliminate the use of drugs — it has
expanded drug markets and resulted in a more dangerous
drug supply. Scarce police time and resources are wasted,
increasing numbers of people are imprisoned at great
expense, and diverse and marginalised communities including
First Nations people are disproportionately impacted by laws
that are historically rooted in racism and remain a structural
enabler of it.

In March 2022, MARC published a position statement
supporting the decriminalisation of the personal possession
and use of small quantities of all prohibited drugs. It
recommends removing criminal penalties and replacing them
with education and treatment or administrative sanctions
when needed, as Portugal has done. It also recommends
expunging all historical convictions for non-violent offences
relating to the personal possession and use of drugs,
releasing all people currently incarcerated for these offences,
and improving diversion programs to keep people out of the
criminal justice system.

You can view the full position statement here

ALCOHOL BEVERAGES ADVERTISING CODE

Alcohol advertising has the potential to cause substantial
harm and self-regulation by the alcohol industry has failed.

In March 2022, on behalf of MARC, Professor Dan Lubman
AM and Dr Tina Lam contributed to, and were signatories

of, a statement on the alcohol industry’s review of its Alcohol
Beverages Advertising Code (ABAC) scheme. The statement
argued the current ABAC scheme is inherently flawed and that
the regulation of alcohol marketing in Australia should adhere
to Government-led rules independent of the alcohol industry.
To meet community standards and protect children, families,
and communities, we need a comprehensive legislative
framework with enforcement measures that effectively stop
harmful alcohol advertising.

You can read the full statement here.

MONASH ADDICTION RESEARCH CENTRE — ANNUAL REPORT 2022

25


https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2943427/FARE-DietitiansAustralia_ABACReview_Mar2022-PDF,-45KB.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2705046/SUB_TurningPoint_MARC_ODTP_review_Oct2021.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/turning-point-website-prod/drupal/2022-03/PS_decrim_March_2022.pdf
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THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

IT’S TIME TO DECRIMINALISE PERSONAL DRUG USE. HERE’S WHY — MONASH LENS

Professor Dan Lubman

The global ‘War on Drugs’ is one of the single-most
catastrophic public policy failures in history. In 2022, Victorian
MP Fiona Patten put forward a bill to decriminalise the
personal possession and use of prohibited drugs. While the
bill did not get the support from either side of government,
Prof Dan Lubman says it did start an important conversation
about how our drug laws are harming people, and how we
can improve them.

“The whole point of prohibition was to reduce drug use and
drug-related harms. Not only has it failed to do so, it's had the
opposite effect.”
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Prohibition has expanded drug markets and created a more
dangerous drug supply. Drug-related deaths increased 60%
worldwide between 2000 and 2015. lllicit drugs now account
for 1.3% of the global disease burden.

In Australia, law enforcement consumes between 61-69%
of the total drug budget, and treatment only 20-23%. As a
result, every year we arrest 80,000 Australians for drug use,

while up to half a million can’t access the treatment they need.

Prof Lubman says governments need to recalibrate their drug
budgets so the lion’s share of funding goes into treatment
services, where it's an investment, and not law enforcement,
where it's a sunken cost. They also need to listen to the health
and law enforcement professionals who are calling on them to
decriminalise the personal possession and use of prohibited
drugs. Read more

PSYCHEDELIC RESEARCH RENAISSANCE: THE URGENT QUEST FOR NEW MENTAL HEALTH MEDICINES

— MONASH LENS

Professor Arthur Christopoulos, Dr Paul Liknaitzky,
Professor Chris Langmead, Professor Suresh Sundram,
Associate Professor Adeel Razi

In March this year, Australia’s federal government committed
$15 million to explore a new frontier in mental health research
— psychedelics, and their use in facilitating psychotherapy

for common mental illnesses. A month before the landmark
government funding announcement, the Royal Commission
into Victoria’s Mental Health System highlighted the severity
of the mental health crisis, and the lack of new and effective
medicinal treatments.

These milestones represent a seismic shift in both research
potential and traditionally conservative thinking regarding
the possibilities of compounds such as psilocybin (the
psychoactive substance in “magic mushrooms”) and MDMA
(the active substance in some street “ecstasy”), the likes of
which have remained prohibited — except for very limited
research purposes — since the 1970s.

Monash University is embarking on cross-faculty psychedelic
research, with the Clinical Psychedelic Research Lab, the first
psychedelic medicine lab in Australia led by MARC member
Dr Paul Liknaitzky, establishing several clinical studies.

One of these trials will investigate whether psilocybin-assisted
psychotherapy can safely and effectively treat severe and
entrenched anxiety; while another will look at a form of
psychotherapy facilitated by MDMA — an “entactogen” rather
than a classic psychedelic — in the treatment of severe PTSD.

Dr Liknaitzky’s research group has also developed and
delivered the first applied psychedelic therapist training in
Australia, obtained the first industry funding and partnership
for clinical psychedelic research, and has numerous local and
international collaborations with leading experts in psychedelic
science and treatment. Read more
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https://www.monash.edu/medicine/scs/research/clinical-psychedelic-lab
https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2021/10/15/1383924/psychedelic-research-renaissance-the-urgent-quest-for-new-mental-health-medicines
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/turning-point-website-prod/drupal/2022-03/PS_decrim_March_2022.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/turning-point-website-prod/drupal/2022-03/PS_decrim_March_2022.pdf
https://idhdp.com/media/362648/anj524424_rev2-wodak.pdf
https://idhdp.com/media/362648/anj524424_rev2-wodak.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24529&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24529&LangID=E
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(18)30337-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(18)30337-7/fulltext
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/reducing-drug-harm-through-decriminalisation-and-regulation-makes-good-sense-20170321-gv335f.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30681948/
https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2022/03/09/1384519/its-time-to-decriminalise-personal-drug-use-heres-why

CROWN RESORTS IS NOT TOO BIG TO FAIL. IT HAS
FAILED ALREADY - THE CONVERSATION

Associate Professor Charles Livingstone

The final report from The Royal Commission into the Casino
Operator and Licence - an inquiry into the suitability of Crown
Melbourne Limited to hold a casino licence was handed down
in October 2021. The commission heard a litany of revelations
about Crown’s malfeasance and improper conduct across a
range of areas. Royal commissioner Ray Finkelstein observed
that everywhere he looked in the company there was evidence
of inappropriate or unlawful behaviour.

Crown argued that it should keep running the casino, because
cancelling or suspending its licence would not be in the public
interest, asserting there are some 11,600 people who work for
the casino and entertainment complex and Victoria’s tourism
industry would be endangered, should the licence be lost.

MARC member Associate Professor Charles Livingstone
highlighted that the Melbourne casio contributed $268
million in gambling taxes in 2018-19 and about $30 million

in payroll taxes, and while $300 million a year in taxes and
11,600 jobs are significant, what is also significant is Crown’s
disproportionate contribution to the $7 billion in annual costs
attributable to gambling harm in Victoria.

Associate Professor Charles Livingstone says Crown is not
and has never been a magic pudding, producing something
from nothing. What it has done is transfer large sums to
shareholders from many ordinary people (and a few, often
criminally connected, high rollers), the consequences of
which have been considerable in harm to gamblers and their
families.

Read more
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READ MORE THOUGHT LEADERSHIP PIECES
FROM MARC MEMBERS BELOW.

Medically supervised injecting rooms and the politics of illicit
drug policy - Monash Lens,
Professor Philip Mendes

‘What happens next?: Should we decriminalise psychedelics?’
- Monash Lens
Professor Dan Lubman, Dr Paul Liknaitzky

‘Overdose deaths remain stubbornly high: we need to do
more to save lives’ - Croakey Health Media

Professor Dan Lubman,

Associate Professor Suzanne Nielsen


https://www.rccol.vic.gov.au/
https://theconversation.com/crown-resorts-is-not-too-big-to-fail-it-has-failed-already-165659
https://lens.monash.edu/@politics-society/2021/08/30/1383696/medically-supervised-injecting-rooms-and-the-politics-of-illicit-drug-policy
https://lens.monash.edu/@politics-society/2021/08/30/1383696/medically-supervised-injecting-rooms-and-the-politics-of-illicit-drug-policy
https://lens.monash.edu/@what-happens-next/2021/10/15/1383923/whnpodcast-psychedelics-part-1
https://www.croakey.org/overdose-deaths-remain-stubbornly-high-we-need-to-do-more-to-save-lives/
https://www.croakey.org/overdose-deaths-remain-stubbornly-high-we-need-to-do-more-to-save-lives/
https://www.croakey.org/overdose-deaths-remain-stubbornly-high-we-need-to-do-more-to-save-lives/
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MEDIA

MARC has continued its strong media presence across various media platforms with our
members regularly providing expert public commentary to mainstream media outlets
including ABC News, ABC Radio, SBS News, The Guardian and The Age

RADIO, PRINT AND ONLINE MEDIA

SBS news — 7 July 2021
“Time we speak up’: Frontline social workers criticise Crown’s
‘odd way’ of minimising gambling harm

Small Caps — 10 August
Incannex Healthcare submits proposals for phase two
psychedelics study to treat generalised anxiety disorder

The Age — 13 July 2021
Australia’s first women only mental health hospital will tackle
soaring rates of illness

Monash Lens — 30 August 2021
Medically supervised injecting rooms and the politics of illicit
drug policy

The Lighthouse — 14 July 2021
Psychedelic microdosing study to reveal what really happens
in the brain

Croakey — 31 August 2021
‘Overdose deaths remain stubbornly high: we need to do
more to save lives’

The Age — 29 July 2021
Synthetic drug deaths spike, heroin deaths fall during
pandemic

ABC News — 3 September 2021
‘Crown Perth casino royal commission raises questions about
how pokie-free WA is’

Brisbane Times — 30 July 2021
‘At one with the universe’: How can psychedelic drugs help
treat suffering?

Business Daily Media — 8 September 2021
‘Responsible gambling — a bright shining lie Crown Resorts
and others can no longer hide behind

The Examiner — 30 July 2021
Tasmanian pokies legislation change pending as proposals
ramp up

Mirage News — 30 July 2021
PSA21VIRTUAL : Tackling opioid dilemma

420 intel — 16 September 2021
‘Is all cannabis the same? How do its variations impact us?’

The Guardian- 26 September 2021
‘Psychedelics renaissance’: new wave of research puts
hallucinogenics forward to treat mental health’

Sunday Morning Herald — 3 August 2021
‘You think they have got it all’: Worrying surge in alcohol
callouts to Victorian homes

Sunday Morning Herald — 5 August 2021
Crown’s conclusion: The buck stops with the Andrews
government

The Conversation — 9 August 2021
Crown Resorts is not too big to fail. It has failed already
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Hospital and Healthcare- 27 September 2021
‘National ambulance data system recognised’

Global Travel Media — 6 October 2021
‘Poor transition processes are driving young care leavers into
homelessness: report’

ABC News - 14 October 2021
‘Jackpot: How the gambling industry cashed in on political
donations”

OverSixty — 14 October 2021
‘Can games tell if you are impulsive?’

Monash Lens — 15 October 2021
‘What happens next?: Should we decriminalise psychedelics?’

The Herald Sun — 19 October 2021
‘Monash University research project aims to unlock why we
make unhealthy eating choices’,

Brisbane Times — 10 November 2021
Monash presses go on psychedelics to tackle ‘mental
health tsunami’

Independent Australia — 17 November 2021
Australian drug laws doing more harm than good

AJP.com.au — 18 November 2021
Naloxone ‘safety net’ theory unfounded

ABC News — 21 October 2021
‘Marisa made it through lockdowns without turning back to
addiction, but it wasn’t easy’

The News Daily — 21 November
Lockdowns affected our relationship with alcohol. Here’s what
comes next

Global Travel Media — 25 October 2021
‘Close to home: Identifying links between gaming venues and
financial hardship’

ABC Radio National — 29 October 2021
How forgiving is Australia when it comes to the gambling
industry? - Life Matters

The News Daily — 29 October 2021
‘Many oversights’: James Packer won't resist dismantling
Crown empire

Monash Lens — 3 November 2021
‘Psychedelic research renaissance: The urgent quest for new
mental health medicines’

Buzz — 3 November 2021
Researchers set to launch world’s first study into whether
‘magic mushrooms’ can ease general anxiety

ABC Radio - Triple Hack — 9 November 2021
How a new injection could help treat opioid addiction

Herald Sun — 10 November 2021
Drug users refusing vax amid ‘concerns’

ABC News — 23 November 2021
Under the influence

Australian Pharmacist — 24 November 2021
Supplying naloxone with prescription opioids saves lives

The Australian — 26 November 2021
Income management ‘failing kids in need’

Devdiscourse — 15 December 2021
The set and forget of medication in aged care

ABC News - 20 December 2021
Why poker machine maker Aristocrat Leisure is splurging $5b
to get into ‘real money gaming’

The Age — 25 January 2022
Plans to cut Crown pokies players’ losses on ice amid
feasibilities fears

Casino Guardian — 26 January 2022
Crown Melbourne Customers would have to wait to see their
poker machine losses reduced by the government
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https://www.oversixty.com.au/entertainment/technology/can-games-tell-if-you-are-impulsive
https://lens.monash.edu/@what-happens-next/2021/10/15/1383923/whnpodcast-psychedelics-part-1
https://click.a.e.monash.edu/?qs=90771a366b6b57b66e4892faad460a651b485077bbcbcf360dc72dd9fc01c94686f41e6ac2042d6931bc01fed5cdd29a8f445fe2fcf2a5b8
https://click.a.e.monash.edu/?qs=90771a366b6b57b66e4892faad460a651b485077bbcbcf360dc72dd9fc01c94686f41e6ac2042d6931bc01fed5cdd29a8f445fe2fcf2a5b8
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-21/how-addicts-have-stayed-sober-in-lockdown/100556710
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-21/how-addicts-have-stayed-sober-in-lockdown/100556710
https://eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/close-to-home-identifying-links-between-gaming-venues-and-financial-hardship/
https://eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/close-to-home-identifying-links-between-gaming-venues-and-financial-hardship/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lifematters/what-is-the-future-of-the-gambling-industry-in-australia/13605748
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lifematters/what-is-the-future-of-the-gambling-industry-in-australia/13605748
https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/finance-news/2021/10/29/james-packer-crown/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/finance-news/2021/10/29/james-packer-crown/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/finance-news/2021/10/29/james-packer-crown/
https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2021/10/15/1383924/psychedelic-research-renaissance-the-urgent-quest-for-new-mental-health-medicines
https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2021/10/15/1383924/psychedelic-research-renaissance-the-urgent-quest-for-new-mental-health-medicines
https://www.buzz.ie/news/world-news/magic-mushrooms-ease-anxiety-psilocybin-25361709
https://www.buzz.ie/news/world-news/magic-mushrooms-ease-anxiety-psilocybin-25361709
https://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/hack/13615994
https://edition.pagesuite.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?artguid=7282925a-26a9-4f53-a453-0e5d434c67fb
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/business/companies/monash-presses-go-on-psychedelics-to-tackle-mental-health-tsunami-20211109-p597bj.html
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/business/companies/monash-presses-go-on-psychedelics-to-tackle-mental-health-tsunami-20211109-p597bj.html
https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/271741698/australian-drug-laws-doing-more-harm-than-good
https://ajp.com.au/news/naloxone-safety-net-theory-unfounded/?utm_source=AJP+Daily&utm_campaign=6e693723a8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_18_06_32&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cce9c58212-6e693723a8-110184357
https://thenewdaily.com.au/life/2021/11/21/alcohol-limits-post-lockdown/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/life/2021/11/21/alcohol-limits-post-lockdown/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-23/how-gambling-industrys-biggest-political-donors-influence-votes/100592068
https://www.australianpharmacist.com.au/supplying-naloxone-with-prescription-opioids-saves-lives/
https://ausprint.meltwater.com/print_clip_previewer/360237640?text=on&keyword=on&pdf=new
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/health/1848300-the-set-and-forget-of-medication-in-aged-care
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-20/local-company-betting-the-house-on-controversial-mobile-gambling/100692004
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-20/local-company-betting-the-house-on-controversial-mobile-gambling/100692004
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/plans-to-cut-crown-pokie-players-losses-on-ice-amid-feasibility-fears-20220124-p59qpw.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/plans-to-cut-crown-pokie-players-losses-on-ice-amid-feasibility-fears-20220124-p59qpw.html
https://www.casinoguardian.co.uk/2022/01/26/crown-melbourne-customers-would-have-to-wait-to-see-their-poker-machine-losses-reduced-by-the-government/
https://www.casinoguardian.co.uk/2022/01/26/crown-melbourne-customers-would-have-to-wait-to-see-their-poker-machine-losses-reduced-by-the-government/
https://www.sbs.com.au/chinese/english/time-we-speak-up-frontline-social-workers-criticise-crown-s-odd-way-of-minimising-gambling-harm
https://www.sbs.com.au/chinese/english/time-we-speak-up-frontline-social-workers-criticise-crown-s-odd-way-of-minimising-gambling-harm
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/australia-s-first-women-only-mental-health-hospital-will-tackle-soaring-rates-of-illness-20210712-p588xp.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/australia-s-first-women-only-mental-health-hospital-will-tackle-soaring-rates-of-illness-20210712-p588xp.html
https://lighthouse.mq.edu.au/article/july-2021/psychedelic-microdosing-study-to-reveal-what-really-happens-in-brains
https://lighthouse.mq.edu.au/article/july-2021/psychedelic-microdosing-study-to-reveal-what-really-happens-in-brains
https://amp.theage.com.au/national/victoria/synthetic-drug-deaths-spike-heroin-deaths-fall-during-pandemic-20210728-p58dpp.html
https://amp.theage.com.au/national/victoria/synthetic-drug-deaths-spike-heroin-deaths-fall-during-pandemic-20210728-p58dpp.html
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/lifestyle/health-and-wellness/at-one-with-the-universe-how-can-psychedelic-drugs-help-treat-suffering-20210614-p580vq.html
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/lifestyle/health-and-wellness/at-one-with-the-universe-how-can-psychedelic-drugs-help-treat-suffering-20210614-p580vq.html
https://www.examiner.com.au/story/7346056/why-a-pokies-harm-reduction-proposal-targets-addict-psychology/
https://www.examiner.com.au/story/7346056/why-a-pokies-harm-reduction-proposal-targets-addict-psychology/
https://www.miragenews.com/psa21virtual-tackling-opioid-dilemma-605038/
https://amp.smh.com.au/national/you-think-they-have-got-it-all-worrying-surge-in-alcohol-callouts-to-victorian-homes-20210730-p58ebx.html
https://amp.smh.com.au/national/you-think-they-have-got-it-all-worrying-surge-in-alcohol-callouts-to-victorian-homes-20210730-p58ebx.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/crown-s-conclusion-the-buck-stops-with-the-andrews-government-20210804-p58fph.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/crown-s-conclusion-the-buck-stops-with-the-andrews-government-20210804-p58fph.html
https://theconversation.com/crown-resorts-is-not-too-big-to-fail-it-has-failed-already-165659
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Mirage News — 27 January 2022
Drug consumption room recommended
for ACT

3AW - 24 March 2022
Advanced drinking driving prevention technology in cars to hit
Australia soon

Wild Health — 27 January 2022
“What’s your emergency?” - Paramedics the final digital
frontier

Biospectrum Asia — 29 March 2022
Australia explores changes in brain under influence of
psychedelic drugs

Herald Sun — 28 January 2022
Lockdowns behind worsening ice scourge (paywall)

ABC Radio National — 8 April 2022
Chance of winning big now one in 62.8 million

ABC Everyday — 2 February 2022
How to cope with your sibling’s substance use issues

The Australian Financial Review — 13 April 2022
Dirty dollars: How our casino industry became so rotten

ABC RN Drive — 9 February 2022
What's at stake with the Australian Sports Wagering Scheme?

3AW - 19 April 2022
How a generation of kids came to link the AFL with gambling

AJP.com.au — 14 February 2022
Three lives per day saved (paywall)

Business Daily Media — 7 March 2022
Revelations about Crown’s casino culture just get worse

Business Daily Media — 7 March 2022
Where to now for James Packer and Crowns other casinos?

Monash Lens — 9 March 2022
It’s time to decriminalise personal drug use. Here’s why

Business Daily Media — 11 March 2022
lllegal, dishonest, unethical and exploitative’ - but Crown
Resorts keeps its Melbourne casino licence

Sydney Morning Herald — 12 March 2022
Kayte developed drinking issues in the pandemic, she wants
other women not to feel alone

Sydney News Today — 13 March 2022
Can psilocybin and MDMA treat mental health problems?

Mirage News — 17 March 2022
New campaign focuses on cultures of high-risk drinking in
hospitality

The Sunday Age — 20 March 2022
Tinder for quitting booze: New app aims to swipe away
alcohol cravings
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Small Caps — 29 April 2022
Incannex’s psychedelic developments lead progress in March
quarter

ABC News — 1 May 2022
Rod'’s been using heroin for 38 years. This is what he wants
you to know about drug addiction

Aged Care Insite — 9 May 2022
New psychotropic guidelines in aged care launched to
combat over-prescription — Podcast

The Toorak Times — 15 May 2022
Gambling and homelessness in older age: hidden and
overlooked, but preventable

The Standard — 27 June 2022
Stigma a hurdle to treatment of addiction

OUR COLLABORATORS

Members of the MARC collaborate with a diverse range of local, national and international

research and clinical partners. The agencies listed below represent some of our key
partnerships with research organisations, health services and community associations.

Alfred Health

Ambulance Victoria

Area 4 Pharmacotherapy Network
Association of Participating Service Users
Australian Institute of Family Studies
Australian National University

Australian Research Council

Barwon Health

Beyond Blue

Bouverie Centre

Burnet Institute

Cancer Council Victoria

Chisholm TAFE

Deakin University

Defence Health

Department of Health and Human Services, Victoria
Department of Health, Commonwealth
Eastern Health

Eastern Health Foundation

Eastern Melbourne PHN

Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE)
La Trobe University

Monash Health

Movember

National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC),
University of New South Wales

National Drug Research Institute (NDRI), Curtin University
Nurses and Midwives Health Program Victoria

Penington Institute

Peninsula Health

Responding to Alcohol and Drugs in the Frankston and
Mornington Peninsula (RAD-FMP)

Self Help Addiction Resource Centre (SHARC)
Sheffield Hallam University, UK

St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne

Turning Point

University of Melbourne

University of Newcastle

University of Oregon, USA

University of Queensland

University of Sydney

University of Tasmania

University of Wollongong

VicHealth

Victorian Alcohol and Drug Association (VAADA)
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation
Windana

World Health Organisation

Youth Support + Advocacy Service (YSAS)
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https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/
https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/
http://a4pn.org.au/
https://www.sharc.org.au/sharc-programs/apsu/
https://aifs.gov.au/
https://www.anu.edu.au/
https://www.arc.gov.au/
https://www.barwonhealth.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research/centres/health/bouverie
https://burnet.edu.au/
https://www.cancervic.org.au/
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/
https://www.deakin.edu.au/
https://www.defencehealth.com.au/
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/
https://www.health.gov.au/
https://www.easternhealth.org.au/
https://www.easternhealth.org.au/foundation/
https://www.emphn.org.au/
https://fare.org.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/
https://monashhealth.org/
https://au.movember.com/
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/
https://ndri.curtin.edu.au/
https://www.nmhp.org.au/welcome.html
https://www.penington.org.au/
https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/
https://fmppcp.org.au/rad-fmp-responding-to-alcohol-and-other-drugs-across-the-frankston-mornington-peninsula/
https://fmppcp.org.au/rad-fmp-responding-to-alcohol-and-other-drugs-across-the-frankston-mornington-peninsula/
https://www.sharc.org.au/
https://www.shu.ac.uk/
https://www.svhm.org.au/
https://www.turningpoint.org.au/
https://www.unimelb.edu.au/
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/
https://www.uoregon.edu/
https://www.uq.edu.au/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/
https://www.utas.edu.au/
https://www.uow.edu.au/
http://vichealth
https://www.vaada.org.au/
https://responsiblegambling.vic.gov.au/
https://responsiblegambling.vic.gov.au/
https://www.who.int/
https://ysas.org.au/
https://www.miragenews.com/drug-consumption-room-recommended-for-act-713643/
https://www.miragenews.com/drug-consumption-room-recommended-for-act-713643/
https://wildhealth.net.au/whats-your-emergency-paramedics-the-final-digital-frontier/
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https://www.heraldsun.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=HSWEB_WRE170_a&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldsun.com.au%2Fnews%2Fvictoria%2Flockdowns-behind-worsening-ice-scourge%2Fnews-story%2F17f3dd7aae331360d4538f8429fe2fc0&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium&v21=dynamic-warm-test-score&V21spcbehaviour=append
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/how-to-cope-with-a-sibling-living-with-substance-use-issues/100532006
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drive/whats-at-stake-with-the-australian-sports-wagering-scheme/13747892
https://ajp.com.au/news/three-lives-per-day-saved/?utm_source=AJP+Daily&utm_campaign=29cc0cec8a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_02_14_05_47&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cce9c58212-29cc0cec8a-110184357
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