
Woods Bagot spans design, 
research, data and performance 
to create PEOPLE Architecture.

We place human experience at the centre of our 
design process in order to deliver engaging, future 
orientated projects that respond to the way people 
actually use space.

The urban landscape is constantly 
evolving, and as cities continue to grow 
and become more densely populated, 
it becomes increasingly important to 
consider alternative approaches to 
sustainability and waste reduction in the 
built environment. One such approach that 
deserves closer attention is adaptive reuse 
architecture. With 80% of the buildings 
that will exist in 2050 already built, the 
preservation of existing structures has 
become a crucial aspect of sustainability in 
the built environment.

Adaptive reuse refers to the process of 
repurposing existing structures, giving 
them a new purpose, while conserving 
their historical value and local resources. 
The significance of this approach lies in 
its ability to address two pressing issues 
in the built environment: the scarcity of 
space in cities and the negative impact 
of waste and energy consumption on 
the environment. The reuse of existing 
structures helps to preserve the 
architectural heritage of the city and the 
cultural identity of the community, while 
also avoiding the need for demolition and 
the generation of new waste.

In addition to its cultural and historical 
benefits, adaptive reuse also has several 
ecological and economic advantages. The 
process requires less energy, labor, and 
materials than new construction, reducing 
its overall impact on the environment. 

As cities continue to grow and urban 
density increases, the need for sustainable, 
innovative solutions to manage waste and 
energy consumption becomes ever more 
pressing. The reuse of existing structures 
provides a promising solution to these 
challenges, while also preserving the 
cultural heritage and identity of our cities. 
Adaptive reuse architecture is an approach 
that should be embraced and integrated 
into urban planning and design, as it offers 
a unique opportunity to create a more 
sustainable and vibrant built environment 
for future generations.

This semester we will be exploring adaptive 
reuse through 3 key principles: Alteration, 
adaptation, and addition.

Re-USE: Alteration | 
Adaptation | Addition M

O
N

D
AY

  
6-

9P
M

T
H

U
R

S
D

AY
  

3-
6P

M
M

O
N

A
S

H
 

W
O

O
D

S
 B

A
G

O
T

Jordon Saunders Associate Prinicple

Thomas Linschoten Architect


