
 

 

 

 

 

 

Protecting Botswana’s 
wildlife  

Randall Tseleng 

Course graduated from: BSc in environmental 
management  

Year of graduation: 2013 

Job: Environmental education assistant for 
Birdlife Botswana in Gabarone (Botswana). 

Career: His first job after graduating, it involves 
speaking to school groups about birdlife, 
endangered species and conservation and is a 
step towards his goal of working in 
environmental management. 

Reflection: “Science is magic, it reveals all the 
mystical phenomena we see in nature and can 
be used to solve complex situations.” 

 

“I want to get more 
experience so I can be ready 
for a job in environmental  

management.” 

As a young boy Randall Tseleng wanted to be a pilot, 

just like his Dad, now the personal pilot for the 

Botswana President, Ian Khama.  

A high school excursion to northern Botswana’s Khobe 

National Park, with its huge population of Kalihari 

elephants, changed that.  At 14, he was already aware 

of the destruction wrought by poachers who slaughter 

elephants for the illegal world traffic in ivory tusks. 

Fuelled by a desire to help his country’s 
wildlife  

He returned to his home in Botswana’s capital city of 

Gabarone wondering how he could make a 

contribution to the welfare of his country’s magnificent 

wildlife. When he heard that Monash Malaysia offered 

a course in environmental management, he knew he’d 

found a pathway to his dream career. 

His parents were worried about their son living 9000 

kilometres away from home but Tseleng found the 

experience exciting as well as educational.  

“I loved the culture and meeting people from Australia, 

and China,” he says. 

The course included classes in aquatic biology taught 

by researcher Dr Catherine Yule, and field trips to the 

Sarawak’s remote Gunung Mulu National Park, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site known for its many 

species of hornbills and bats, and to the Perhentian 

Islands, off the Malaysian east coast, with their 

endangered population of sea turtles. 

Tseleng’s final year project was an environmental 

impact assessment of Sunway South Quay - a 72 

hectare lakeside residential area near the Monash 

campus.   

“There was a mining plant nearby, and we were 

looking at its impact on the water quality and on 

vegetation and birdlife.” 

 A job with Birdlife Botswana 

While his classmates are now spread between 

Malaysia, Nepal and South Africa and working for 

mining companies, conservation groups and NGOs, 

Tseleng - now 24 - wanted to head home. He was 

delighted to land a job as an environmental education 

assistant for Birdlife Botswana. It is a science and 

research-based organisation committed to spreading 

the conservation message in schools.    

Every week he speaks to school groups and school 

teachers about environmental issues, a process which is 

helping him gain detailed knowledge about specific 

conditions in Botswana.  

“I want to get more experience so I can be ready for a 

job in environmental management,” he says. 

“Botswana is a developing country, with a lot of 

infrastructure going in, so there will be a lot of 

opportunity for consultancy work in environmental 

management – a need for environmental impact 

statements and advice on how to manage the 

environment.” 

 

 


