
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Creating products with 
a bang for their buck    

Dallas Wilkinson 

Course graduated from: BSc (Hons) majoring 
in chemistry and computer science 

Year of graduation: 1983 

Job: GM Innovation, Development Ground 
Support, Explosives and Mining Chemicals at 
Orica (Singapore) and Acting GM Africa  

Career: Roles include Research Scientist ICI, 
Quarry Services Business Manager, Sales, 
Orica Explosives; Vice President Operation 
roles for CIS and for Orica Mining Services 

Reflection: “Science is about fostering curiosity 
to provide the stimulus to create new solutions.” 

  

 

 

“Science gives you the 
foundation to work through 

complex problems.”   

In 25 years with mining services giant Orica, Dallas 

Wilkinson has been based in Melbourne, Kalgoorlie, 

Newcastle, Bonn and Singapore. He has worked in 

countries as diverse as Kazakhstan, Russia, Mongolia, 

China, Norway, Sweden, UK, Germany, Belgium, 

Poland, several African countries and the USA.  

Some of the challenges he has faced in his career 

include the sad duty of investigating a workplace death 

at a rock bolt manufacturing plant in Poland as part of 

a senior safety role, and working on projects involving 

setting up operations in remote parts of the world, 

which he enjoyed.  

One civil project involved blasting a canal in Dubai, 

diverting it around a camel racetrack where the 

temperature in the shade was 55 degrees Celsius – a 

stark contrast to the minus-40 degrees he experienced 

working in Kazakhstan, Northern Russia and Mongolia. 

Executive roles across the company 

Now leading innovation, development for explosives 

and mining chemicals, and ground support technology, 

Wilkinson has held executive positions in almost every 

area of Orica, including sales, operations, safety and 

commercial. He has learned German well enough to 

give safety presentations to employees in their native 

tongue and to undertake negotiations with unions. 

Both as an undergraduate and later as a PhD student, 

Wilkinson was enthralled by organo-metallic chemistry, 

an area that his supervisor always referred to as “knee 

in the groin” chemistry, because of the tendency of its 

compounds, which were highly air sensitive, to catch 

fire in air, losing weeks of work.  

At the time he was aiming for a career as an academic.  

But when he was awarded  a post-doctoral scholarship 

to Munich’s Technische Universitat and supported six 

PhD students with a large research budget, he realised 

that Australian universities could never match those 

privileged conditions and opted for a career in industry.  

Wilkinson’s first job at Orica (then known as ICI) was 

as a research scientist tasked with developing new 

explosives products. Then, “research” was conducted 

in a separate department from “development”. 

“I was one of the first research scientists to invent a 

new product (a new kind of emulsion base for 

explosives) in the laboratory and then take that into the 

field and through to the customer.” He then went to 

Kalgoorlie to conduct trials of the new products and 

technology.  

Fascination with the “business chain” 

This experience piqued Wilkinson’s fascination with the 

“business chain” that begins with an invention, inspiring 

him to do an MBA in technology management. 

“I realised that, when the research scientists developed 

something, the sales guys had difficulty understanding 

and selling the technology benefits, so wanted to help 

them understand the product and support its 

application.” 

Wilkinson says the “problem-solving” aspects of both his 

chemistry and computer science training have been 

excellent preparation for work in all business areas, from 

technology to sales, safety operations and running a 

business. 

“It’s about breaking challenges down into simple tasks 

with the end aim in mind. It’s all about the logic you 

apply. Turning science into solutions.” 
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