
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Energy the issue for 
engineer  
 Greg Politakis 

Course graduated from: BSc, BEng (Hons) 
majoring in astrophysics and mathematics 

Year of Graduation: 2001, 2003 

Job: Business Development Manager, 
Renewable Sales, Asia Pacific for GE 

Career: Project Engineer Renewable Energy at 
GHD; Technical Support Engineer, then Project 
Manager at Suzlon Wind Energy A/S 

Reflection: “Scientists are the explorers of 
today. That’s why you want to do science – to 
find out how and why the universe is like it is.” 

“Undergraduates should try 
to get as much work 

experience as they can.” 

The first member of his family to go to university, Greg 

Politakis took a practical approach to choosing a 

course.  

On leaving Mornington Peninsula’s Padua College he 

opted for engineering. But he loved the problem-

solving in his maths and science classes, so he chose 

a double degree, reasoning that two degrees would 

give him a competitive edge in the job market.  

Abstract nature of space intrigued 

Fascinated by the idea of space, he did science majors 

in astrophysics and mathematics. “I enjoyed the 

abstractness of it. I probably wasn’t equipped with the 

tools to really excel but it was interesting,” says 

Politakis. 

On finishing university, he started work with the risk 

assessment engineering consultancy Qest, since 

acquired by the global consultancy GHD. (GHD is a 

network of engineers and architects.)  

The double degree helped him gain the job, which 

entailed looking at the potential for fatalities in the 

systems and designs used in the gas and oil 

industries. His scientific training meant he was good at 

the problem-solving involved. And the work was 

interesting.  

But, after three years, Politakis realised he was better 

suited to a more “hands-on” job. He headed overseas, 

spending two years in the Netherlands doing a masters 

course in renewable energy at the Universities of 

Technology in Eindhoven and Delft. 

Looking back, the 35-year-old believes he shouldn't 

have grabbed his first job offer.  

He advises today’s undergraduates to be more patient 

– or at least get as much work experience as they can 

in order to have a better idea of what they will enjoy. 

He returned briefly to GHD, because they were starting 

to work with renewable energy projects and then 

moved to the wind turbine manufacturer Suzlon and on 

to GE, where he deals with the company's windfarm 

projects. This job requires both his technical, 

engineering and his scientific expertise, he says. There 

has also been the occasional need to dig out his 

university maths texts. 

 

 

Physics to the fore 

“With windfarms you have to understand the interaction 

of the wind and the turbines. There are a lot of 

optimisations and improvements you can make in how 

you build things. Physics comes into it a fair bit.” 

Politakis now sees his future in the commercialisation of 

technology – combining his scientific background with 

the marketing expertise he has gained in business. 

“You need to understand the whole chain of events,” he 

says. 
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