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AMREP EMCRs now 

have a Facebook page.  

The page was  designed 

as a means of 

information exchange 

and networking with 

fellow EMCRs.  Please 

follow at: 

https://www.facebook.co

m/AmrepEcrs 

 

EMCR webpage 

Check out the webpage 

at: 

http://www.med.monash.

edu.au/cecs/ecr/ 

 

EMCR PhD student 

profiles: 

http://www.med.monash.

edu/cecs/education/profi

les/index.html 

 

EMCR Google+ page 

https://plus.google.com/

u/0/b/112534742011900

003005/1125347420119

00003005/posts 

 

 

ABOUT EMCRTIMES 

EMCRTIMES is 

prepared by Tamsyn 

Van Rheenen. 

EMCRTimes 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Lothian went to Hong Kong (10th to 14th June) for the biennial International 

Conference for Emergency Medicine (ICEM), with the support of a FMNHS Travel 

Grant. The conference had an array of sessions to choose from with more than 

2,000 clinicians, researchers and policy makers from over 40 countries in 

attendance. Judy was an invited speaker in the geriatric emergency medicine 

stream, and presented a paper on ‘Research initiatives in geriatric emergency 

medicine’. She also gave an oral presentation ‘Demography is destiny – an agenda 

for geriatric emergency medicine’ with collaborator A/Prof Glenn Arendts, 

Emergency Physician/Researcher from Perth, and presented two posters: ‘Rising 

demand for emergency care by the elderly’ and ‘Managing older patients safely in 

the time critical environment of an ED.’ 

 

Whilst in Hong Kong, Judy also co-hosted a meeting of the International Consortium 

in Emergency Geriatrics  (www.iceg.info) with Don Melady from Toronto, where they 

successfully more than doubled their group of clinician/researchers in geriatric 

emergency care, to include representatives from Australia, UK, Sweden, Finland, 

USA, Canada, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Trinidad. ICEG continues to 

expand with the goal of improving emergency care for older people through research 

and education. 

 

Judy then returned to Melbourne to present on “ED-Community Care Transition” to 

the Alfred-CREPS seminar entitled ‘Acute care of the frail elderly’ in the AMREP 

lecture theatre. The audience comprised 150 physicians and nurses from the acute 

and aged care sectors, hospital administrators and policy makers. 

 

Well done to Judy on her achievements! 
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The Australian Early- and Mid-Career 

Researcher Forum is the national voice of 

Australia's emerging scientists. Established 

by the Australian Academy of Science the 

forum examines critical issues including 

career structure, job security, funding, 

education, training and gender equity. The 

Forum engages with early- and mid-career 

(EMCR) scientists from around Australia 

and advises the Academy on the key issues 

raised by younger researchers, to help 

inform its policy recommendations to 

government, providing a vital connection 

between Australia's most eminent scientists 

and tomorrow's future scientific leaders.  

 

The forum has had a busy start to 2014, 

with a number of initiatives currently 

underway. Late last year we launched an 

online post-doctoral survey in order to 

better inform a policy document the forum 

is preparing on Best Practices for 

Postdoctoral Progress. We have had over 

1000 responses to the survey to date.  The 

forum is also currently preparing a 

submission to the Senate inquiry into 

Australia’s innovation system.  

This inquiry provides an opportunity to 

address current concerns around the way 

in which EMCRs are attracted, trained and 

retained in the research workforce.  The 

forum would like to hear the views of as 

many EMCRs as possible on these issues 

and your ideas can be communicated to the 

forum via this online survey.  

 

Finally, we are continuing our work on 

improving diversity and gender equity in 

research. Following on from the Forum’s 

2012 document Gender equity: current 

issues, best practice and new ideas, on 

International Women’s Day this year we 

released an update on the progress that 

has been made.  

 

 

To learn more about the forum, and to join 

our mailing list, visit 

www.science.org.au/emcr-forum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A word from the Australian EMCR Forum 

http://www.science.org.au/emcr-forum 



 

Mentoring Update 
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The mentoring program is already 

half way into the year and everyone 

who has applied has been matched 

with a mentor. We've had some great 

positive feedback from those who 

have had meetings.  Now that grants 

are in we hope that everyone can 

make the most of this opportunity 

and make time to meet with their 

mentor once a month.  The data says 

this is the minimum to get the most 

out of it!   

 

If you want to join, or are already part 

of the scheme and would like some 

help, please contact : 

ecr.amrep@monash.edu 
 

Whether you are an early to mid 

career researcher, mentoring is a 

great tool you can use throughout 

your scientific career to assist you in 

your career planning and 

professional development.  

Contribute to Lupus Research 

The lupus research team is led by Professor Fabienne Mackay and is dedicated to the development of 

new therapies to treat lupus. Professor Mackay's work has been instrumental in the development of a 

new treatment called belimumab. This is the first new treatment for lupus in over 50 years. While this is 

an advance in medicine it is only effective in a subset of patients. There is still a large number of 

patients awaiting an effective treatment and new treatment designs and therapeutic strategies better 

adapted to the different forms of lupus are needed. You can help this research by donating to find a 

cure.  Find more details here: 

 
https://community.monash.edu.au/sslpage.aspx?pid=456&fid=%2bhRE9XxZxKA%3d&fdesc=bBIzCcTzRdc%2fW

QmBJhnfpPjio8lS%2bo8b 

https://gettoworkblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/advice-20.gif 

For anyone interested in the 

value of mentorship, check 

out: 

Rockey S.J., (2014). Mentorship 

matters for the biomedical 

workforce. Nature Medicine 20, 

575, doi:10.1038/nm0614-575 
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Fresh faces 

Please welcome Eric Chow to the  

EMCR committee 

Can you draw? 

The EMCR Comic Comp 
Do you think you’ve got a funny idea for a mini comic strip or panel like the one 

below? We are inviting readers to submit their own science or research-themed 

cartoon strip or single panel. The best submission will determined by your EMCR 

representatives. The winner will have their cartoon featured in our next issue of 
the EMCRTimes. Send your submissions to ecr.amrep@monash.edu

Position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

Organisation: Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, 

Alfred Health  

My research: My research focuses on HIV and 

STI epidemiology and risk behaviours among 

high-risk population in Australia and China. My 

work involves disease surveillance, public health 

policy, health economic evaluation, and 

mathematical modelling.  

 

http://www.caastro.org/uploads/caastro/files/Events/ECR_Workshop.jpg 

Want to be featured in an EMCR profile?  

Send your details to ecr.amrep@monash.edu 

(subject line: newsletter-profiles).  



 

Farewell to Damien  

Saulep-Easton 

Damien Saulep-Easton has been a much loved member of the AMREP EMCR committee and we are 

sad to see him go.  Damien reflects on his time at AMREP below. 

 

“My current role is Laboratory Research Manager at Dept. Immunology, where I am responsible for 

management of lab operations, delegated budget and research projects under the Cancer and 

Translational Immunology theme. I am also a PhD student, and I will be leaving my post as Lab 

Manager to finalise my thesis and pursue other opportunities. 

 

In 2009 I was recruited by Prof. Fabienne Mackay,  from the La Trobe Dept. Microbiology where I had 

been working on a cross-institutional medical microbiology project at the Austin Hospital, 

investigating the role of mobile DNA elements in the transfer and development of antibiotic 

resistance in pathogenic Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria.  

 

When I arrived at AMREP, I was began working across a number of projects as broad as molecular 

immunology e.g. miRNA studies and classical autoimmune pathologies like Lupus and Multiple 

Sclerosis. I developed an interest in human B cell immunology, particularly memory-like B cells. 

Following this interest, I established strong links with the cancer clinic and senior clinicians here at 

the Alfred and also at partner organisations like Peter Mac and St Vincents hospital. I then 

embarked on a PhD in Cancer Immunology looking at the B cell leukemia 'Chronic Lymphoytic 

Leukemia' or CLL, and dissecting the mechanisms involved in immunosuppression and 

immunodeficiency in patients. The PhD produced two papers, one in Nature Leukemia (released in 

mid-April) and the other under review. I'll be submitting my PhD in 2014. 

 

As for my extracurriculars at AMREP, I was a Biosafety Officer for Dept. Immunology, sat on the 

Monash IBC and OHS committees, sat on the EMCR committee and chaired the MIASMA social club. 

I enjoyed the EMCR committee the most, as I met so many great up-and-coming research leaders. 

After 5 years, I've made some lifelong friends and contacts.” 
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Collaborative seed grant information to be released following the EMCR conference! 
The EMCR committee will launch the 2014 AMREP Collaborative Seed Grants, a Monash University 
initiative at the conference. These grants are designed to facilitate collaboration between Early and 
Mid-Career researchers (EMCR) from different institutions across AMREP. There will be two awards of 
up to $4000,  comprised of $2000 from each of the participating institutions. Successful recipients will 
propose collaboration and knowledge sharing between institutions; and funds may be used for any 
purpose that facilitates research collaboration (eg) to purchase equipment or software, collect data, or 
conduct experiments. So put on your thinking caps about how you might collaborate! 

Save the date: Wednesday September 17th. 

 

This one-day conference will provide an excellent opportunity for 

researchers from around AMREP to showcase their research.  

 

Are you a student, research assistant, or an early career researcher? 

Are you based at CCS, SPHPM, Burnet, Baker, or somewhere else at 

AMREP? 

 

This is your opportunity to present your work, gain valuable experience, 

network with other researchers from AMREP and learn about their work, and 

most importantly - it looks great on your CV! There will also be lots of 

fantastic prizes for presentations, posters, and even just for asking 

questions! There will be free giveaways, trade shows, lunch, and drinks! 

 

Abstract submissions will open mid/late June. 

 

So please block out this day in your diary, whether it is to present your work, 

or just to come and watch – Wednesday September 17th– and 

look out for more details to follow.  

EMCR conference 2014 
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As part of Research Week, which the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health 

Sciences will be holding from the 18th-22nd August, the Faculty Research Office 

is running a workshop especially for ECR's. 

  

The workshop is in response to the results from the Grant Writing Survey 

conducted earlier this year, where overwhelmingly, 86% of respondents requested 

more Grant Writing Support. 

  

Lisa Curtis-Wendlandt from Mind Your Way has been secured to present her 

"Nailing Grants, Papers, Prizes and Awards" presentation on Thursday 21st 

August from 9:30am-1pm. 

  

As well as running workshops, Lisa works with researchers applying for prizes 

and awards at Monash University assisting them with pitching and writing their 

application. 

  

To register your interest in attending this session please email 

medicine.research@monash.edu by Friday 1st August.  For the purpose of the 

workshop please indicate in your email what grant, paper, prize or award attending 

this session will assist you with.  Note that this workshop is limited to 40 

participants only. 

  

A second workshop, titled "Shaping Your Career @ Monash" is also running on 

Thursday 21st August from 2pm-5pm which will cover Finding your Funding, 

Academic Promotion and include presentation of the ECR Publications 

Prize.    You can register to attend this event here: 

https://my.monash.edu.au/news-and-events/bookings/fmnhsrdo/view/102585/ 

  

A social and networking function will follow this event.  If you wish to attend the 

social and networking function please register for catering purposes. 

 

Visit the Research Week Website to stay informed about Research Week Events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Research week 2014 
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Carol Hodgson and Carolina Weller have won the Advancing Women’s Research 

Success Grant 2014.  The grant is specifically aimed at enhancing the research 

expertise and productivity of the recipients. They will be provided with $10,500 

while the remaining $2000 will be paid directly to the career development coach 

employed by the Advancing Women’s Research Success Grant program. 

 

Charbel Darido has been awarded a CCS Travel Grant Round 1 for 2014 for the 

amount of $3000,  to attend the Cold Spring Harbor Conference in NYC on PTEN 

Pathways and Targets. 

 

Lachlan Gray was recently awarded a Scholarship to attend the International 

AIDS Society (IAS) "Towards an HIV Cure" Symposium, which will be held in 

conjunction with the 2014 International AIDS Conference, being held in 

Melbourne in July 2014. Value $1,600USD. Lachlan Gray was also recently 

interviewed for an article in Science Careers, part of the journal Science. His 

interview can be found here: 

http://sciencecareers.sciencemag.org/career_magazine/previous_issues/articles/

2014_07_11/caredit.a1400173 

 

Fabien Vincent has been nominated to attend the InterAcademy Medical Panel 

(IAMP) Young Physician Leaders (YPL) programme. 

 

Tamsyn Van Rheenen has been awarded a travel award to present her research 

at the International Cognitive Neuroscience Conference, to be held in Brisbane 

in late July 2014.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMCR Spotlight! 

https://science.nichd.nih.gov/confluence/download/attachments/78775315/phd031813s.png?version=1&modificationDate=1365016945000&api=v2 

Congratulations to the following EMCRs  for their recent 

achievements!  
 

Awards and prizes 



COMMENTS/ FEEDBACK?  

Want to advertise an event to the precinct? Won an award or published a paper? 

We welcome your input, so let us know what you have to say! ecr.AMREP@monash.edu 

Publications 

Holton, S., Rowe, H. & Fisher, J. (2014) 'Childbearing desires 

among Australian women' in Michalos, A. (Editor) Encyclopedia of 

Quality of Life and Well-Being Research, Springer, Dordrecht, 

Netherlands, pp755-760 

 

Churchill MJ, Cowley DJ, Wesselingh SL, Gorry PR, Gray LR 

(2014). HIV-1 transcriptional regulation in the central nervous 

system and implications for HIV cure research. Journal of 

Neurovirology 2014 Accepted 

 

Redmayne M, Johansson O. Could myelin damage from 

radiofrequency electromagnetic field exposure help explain the 

functional impairment electrohypersenstivity? A review of the 

evidence. Journal of Toxicology and Environmental Health, Part B: 

Critical Reviews. 2014;17:1-12 

 

Freeman R#, Niego B#, Croucher DR, Pedersen LO, Medcalf RL. 

#Denotes equal 1st author. t-PA, but not desmoteplase, induces a 

plasmin-dependent opening of a blood-brain barrier model under 

normoxic and ischaemic conditions. Brain Res. 1565:63-73, 2014 

 

Niego B, Medcalf RL. Plasmin-dependent modulation of the blood-

brain barrier: a major consideration during t-PA-induced 

thrombolysis? J Cereb Blood Flow Metab. June 4th 2014. Epub 

ahead of print. 

 

Vincent FB, Morand EF, Schneider P and Mackay F. The 

BAFF/APRIL system in SLE pathogenesis. Nat Rev Rheumatol 

2014 Mar 11. doi: 10.1038/nrrheum.2014.33.  

 

Van Rheenen, T. E., & Rossell, S. L. (2014). An investigation of the 

component processes involved in verbal declarative memory 

function in bipolar disorder; utility of the Hopkins Verbal Learning 

Test-Revised. Journal of the International Neuropsychological 

Society. 20, 1-9 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ECR 

Spotlight! 
  

Contacts 
 

MEGAN LIM (CO-

SECRETARY) 

lim@burnet.edu.au 

ELISHA HORAT (CO-

SECRETARY) 

elisha.horat@burnet.edu.au 

SARAH CHARNAUD 

charnaud@burnet.edu.au 

HAO LU 

Hao.Lu@monash.edu 

TAMSYN VAN RHEENEN 

tamsyn.van-

rheenen@monash.edu 

ERICA NEILL 

erica.neill@monash.edu 

CAROLINA WELLER 

Carolina.Weller@monash.edu 

JOANNE O’TOOLE 

joanne.otoole@monash.edu 

JUDY LOWTHIAN 

judy.lowthian@monash.edu 

BRIAN DREW 

brian.drew@bakeridi.edu.au 

LAHN STRANEY 

lahn.straney@monash.edu 

NICOLE MESSINA  

nicole.messina@monash.edu, 

ROISIN BRISCOE  

roisin.briscoe@monash.edu 

LACHLAN GRAY  (CHAIR) 

lachlan.gray@monash.edu 

FIONA WIGHTMAN 

fiona.wightman@monash.edu 

ERIC CHOW 

eric.chow@monash.edu 
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