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What Faculty are you 
studying in at Monash 
University?
Faculty of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Why did you choose Monash 
and has it been a positive 
experience?
After having been accepted to the 
Science Without Borders program, 
I was given a list of top Australian 
Universities to choose from the 
prestigious Group of 8 (Go8). It 
wasn’t a struggle for me since not 
all of those Universities had a 
Pharmacy/Pharmaceutical 
Sciences program, and once I got 
my eyes on what Monash had to 
offer, I didn’t have to think twice 
and applied immediately. So far it’s 
been a truly remarkable experience, 
one I never thought I’d have. 
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 What do you like about 
Melbourne/Victoria?
Many things, but mainly the fact 
that people are very warm and 
welcoming, and that everyone is 
comfortable with expressing 
themselves in their own particular 
way. Also, one thing that really 
appealed to me was how safety 
matters are handled and taken very 
seriously as a whole. Overall, it’s a 
very liveable city. 

Describe your academic 
experience at Monash?
My academic experience here at 
Monash has been very enriching. 
Here I see an absolute 
commitment by academics to 
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Monash University, in Melbourne Australia has been very privileged to receive study abroad 
students from Brazil through the Brazilian Scientific Mobility Program (Ciencia sem 
Fronteiras). Here is what João Ricardo Paulino had to say about his experience.

ensure students make the most of 
their learning and achieve their 
potential. I’ve also been introduced 
to a number of different resources 
that wouldn’t normally be available 
to me as an undergraduate student 
in Brazil, as well as some very 
exciting and challenging projects.  
I believe that the academic 
experience is mainly dictated by the 
student’s choices regarding units/
faculties, and I was very fortunate 
to have chosen such complex and 
intellectually challenging ones. It 
just makes the whole experience 
even more rewarding in the end. 

Describe your social 
experience at Monash? 
It’s been terrific. We all know that 
social activities are a big part of 
student life, as it should be! So it’s 
amazing to see all the different 
clubs and societies and overall 
student engagement. Additionally, 
I was lucky enough to get to know 
a number of local students whom I 
now consider friends, and they’ve 
been positively adding to this 
experience in more ways than one. 

Why do you think studying 
in Australia is beneficial to 
your studies/career?
The whole idea behind the Science 
without Borders program is to 
further develop and qualify Brazilian 
students who major in Science, 
Technology and the creative Arts, in 
an effort to make the country thrive 
in such fields. Pharmacy/
Pharmaceutical Sciences has 
recently been cited as an area 
with a deficiency in suitably 
qualified professionals, and I think 
that the amount of knowledge/
experience we’ll bring back after 
the program is complete will be 
invaluable to our careers. Australia 
has a different educational system 
than that of Brazil, which focuses 

From left to right: Nadine Azevedo (Universidade Federal de Alfenas – UNIFAL), Gabriel Macedo (Univer-
sidade Federal de Juiz de Fora – UFJF), João Ricardo Paulino (Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do 
Norte – UFRN) and Mariana Pavone (Universidade de São Paulo – USP).
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primarily on ‘learning through 
practice’. By experiencing this, I 
hope to bring back something new 
and exciting to my peers, and that’ll 
hopefully be appealing to any 
potential employer. 

What do you hope to do after 
you graduate? How will your 
study abroad experience 
help you achieve that?
Ideally I would hope to work for a 
Pharmaceutical industry and help 
my country achieve its potential in 
drug manufacture and design, and 
the experience I’ve been having at 
the faculty will surely step up my 
skills. Additionally, one of my hopes 
is to follow my studies with a 
post-graduation (masters and a 
phD), and perhaps pursue a career 
as an academic, passing the 
knowledge I’ve gained along and 
actively working with research, 
doing my part to discover better 
and more effective medicines for 
the population. The fact I studied 
at Monash (top Pharmacy school 
in Australia and 6th best in the 

world) will certainly help me  
achieve this goal. 

Scholarships
For further information on applying 
for a scholarship start with the 
following website: http://
latinoaustralia.com.br/ciencia-
sem-fronteiras 

Further information
For further information on Monash 
Abroad contact: 

Monash Abroad 
Building 10, Level 1 
Clayton, VIC 3800 
Australia

T +61 3 9905 1551 
E swb@monash.edu 
W www.monash.edu/study-abroad
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