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Editorial 

   

The month of December traditionally represents an important period of transition as we mark 

the end of the old year and look forward to the beginning of a new one. It’s a time to reflect on 

the events of previous months and to start thinking about the immediate future. I think it was 

rather fitting that I ended up writing my very first and last editorial in a suitably reflective yet 

anticipatory time of the year.  

Upon assuming the role of Editor-in-Chief of Eras in 2017, I made a priority of taking the 

journal in a new direction by introducing changes and reforms with the intention of 

internationalising the journal and expanding its reach and impact. With the help of a wonderful 

editorial board, the journal has implemented a variety of changes that build on the good work of 

our predecessors. Of particular note is our new focus on including the work of Honours or 

recently completed Honours students. The editorial board believes that Honours students should 

be given the opportunity to publish their original and often innovative work as part of their 

journey towards becoming researchers. Coincidentally, this new focus aligns with Monash 

University’s new undergraduate research agenda, which aims to create a vibrant research culture 

among undergraduate students. We also introduced the new positions of Assistant Editor, Social 

Media Director and Secretary to go alongside the long-established positions of Editor-in-Chief, 

Book Reviews Editor and Technical Editor to create a core leadership team that undertook long-

term planning for the future of the journal. In thinking about the future of the journal, the 

editorial board also collaborated to create new guidelines for board membership and board 

members’ responsibilities. To reflect these changes, we commissioned one of the journal’s 

editorial board members, the talented Dimitra Petrakis, to design a brand-new logo. This new 

logo accompanies a number of modifications we have also made to the format 

Moving on to the topic of the volume itself, Volume 20 includes two fantastic peer-review 

articles as well as a number of book reviews from new and previous contributors. Though we 

had hoped to publish more articles in this volume, we unfortunately saw two contributors 

deciding not to publish with us this year due to the substantive nature of the revisions suggested 

by peer reviewers. We are hoping that, with some further work, these promising articles will 

appear in the journal next year. Included in this volume is Sunniya Wajahat’s cogent and detailed 

analysis of the contrasting media discourses surrounding Malala Yousafzai and Nabila Rehman 
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within the context of the Global War on Terror. This is an important contribution to the fields 

of international relations and terrorism studies, adding considerable nuance to conventional 

narratives about reportage on the Global War on Terror. The other article in this volume is Jan 

Richardson’s intimate portrait of Don MacLeod and how his upbringing influenced his 

involvement in and approach to the 1946 Pilbara Strike conducted by Aboriginal pastoral 

workers. In critically examining MacLeod’s life and times, Richardson extends scholarship on the 

Pilbara Strike by providing a detailed analysis of one of the strike’s key participants.  

This volume would not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of a great 

number of individuals who generously donated their limited time to the journal. The editorial 

board for this volume consisted of Alexandra Rubenstein (Assistant Editor), Rosa Martorana 

(Book Reviews Editor), Meagan Pool (Secretary), Georgina Rychner (Social Media Director), 

Lucy Mayne (Technical Editor), Elizabeth Miller, Jennifer Lord, Hannah Skipworth, Lana 

Stephens, Dimitra Petrakis, Iryna Ordynat and Emily Fero. I’d like to extend my deepest 

appreciation to the team for their efforts in taking the various articles through the peer-review 

process, collating and editing the book reviews, and for their myriad contributions in our 

attempts to improve the journal further.  

I would like to especially thank and farewell those members of the editorial board who are 

moving on to focus on completion of their research degrees: our indefatigable Book Reviews 

Editor, Rosa Martorana, the journal’s Secretary, Meagan Pool, our dynamic Social Media 

Director, Georgina Rychner, and invaluable board member Elizabeth Miller, who is heading for 

Macquarie University to start a PhD next year. We wish them every success. I would also like to 

give special thanks to my predecessor Dr Caleb Hamilton for going above and beyond in 

providing invaluable advice and support during my tenure as Editor-in-Chief, and to extend a 

warm welcome to my capable colleague Emily Fero who is taking over from me as Eras’ 

incoming Editor-in-Chief in 2019. Thanks also to the authors who submitted their work to the 

journal, the book reviewers who contributed to this volume, and the publishers who furnished us 

with copies of books to review. Finally, my sincerest thanks to the academics who willingly gave 

up their precious time to act as peer-reviewers for the articles in this volume. Peer-reviewing is a 

time-consuming and often thankless service, so I would like to acknowledge the efforts they 

went through to provide suggestions that helped improve the manuscripts submitted to us.  

Bernard Z. Keo 

Editor-in-Chief 


