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TUESDAY 11 AUGUST 2020 

ZOOM WEBINAR 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  
 
CCS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 

ABOUT THE HONOURS PROGRAMS 

Who is eligible for honours within this program? Is it just medicine students? 

Central Clinical School has 3 Honours programs:   

 Bachelor of Science Honours, (normally for students with a Bachelor of Science) 

 Bachelor of Biomedical Science Honours (for students with a Bachelor of Biomedical Science), and  

 Bachelor of Medical Science Honours (for students in the medicine program) 

The selection process for Biomedical Science Honours is different to that of a Science program.  If you are a Monash student, 

you would not be eligible because the two undergrade course structures are very different. 

Can you integrate the honours program into degrees that already have honours inbuilt, for example, the Sci Advanced 

research honours? 

Yes, this is possible.  You will still need to find a project and supervisor for this honours program.  You will find that information 

will be available from your Faculty about completing the arrangements. 

How many students get accepted into these programs? 

There is no upper limit. It depends on students and supervisors finding a good match. Typically, each project on offer will only 

accept a single student to work on it, so make sure you are proactive in contacting supervisors who offer projects you are 

interested in!  You would need to meet the criteria for the program you are interested in as set out by the Faculty.  

Does the honours year need to be undertaken in the year directly after a bachelor’s degree has been finished?  

Most students will go onto study in the Honours program the year after completing their Bachelor degree.  However, there is 

generally a five-year window in which to commence the course.  Please check with your Faculty admissions team to ensure 

that this is true of the program you are considering.  

Is it possible to commence your honours in the middle of the year (start of semester two) rather than the beginning of 

the academic year? 

Central Clinical School only offers honours positions commencing semester 1 and with a full-time load.  
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Can I also apply for multiple fields as well, just to increase my chance of getting picked (like when you apply for a 

job)? 

You can certainly apply for more than one honours program.  However, at Central Clinical School entry into the honours 

program is not impacted by which project or research area you choose.   

Are students enrolled in another university (in my case Melbourne Uni) able to apply for the program if they have a 

Bachelor of Science? 

Absolutely!  We accept students from other Universities.  We have had students from the Bachelor of Science and the Bachelor 

of Biomedical Science at Melbourne University successfully apply.  There have also been successful applicants for some of the 

other Victorian Universities as well.   

If you are from another University, I would recommend applying for both the Bachelor of Biomedical Science (Honours) and the 

Bachelor of Science (Honours).  The two programs have slightly different entry requirements.  If you receive offers from both, 

you can then choose the one you prefer. 

Is it realistic to be able to juggle a full-time job whilst undertaking honours? 

It would be very difficult to complete honours with a full-time job.  The honours year is much more like work rather than 

studying.  Students are normally on site from 9am to 5pm every week day.  Some students do work casual or part-time 

honours. 

What happens if we are not able to complete our research within the year or have to discontinue for some reason? 

Would we be able to re-apply in the following year and would that mean starting another project from scratch? 

This is a difficult question to answer because much depends on the circumstances of the student.  The coordinators, 

supervisors and support staff are all working together to assist students to complete the various assessment task and 

ultimately, the honours year.  For that reason, the processes of special consideration apply at honours level.  We encourage 

students to approach someone early if there is a problem of some sort so that the options are maximised.  In addition, as the 

units are full-year the census date (when you can withdraw without academic or financial penalty) are later in the year that you 

would be use to.   

However, if something happens it is possible to withdraw.  You would need to go through the application process again for the 

next intake.  It is highly likely that a new project would need to be initiated.  Although it may relate to the initial one you 

commenced. 

During the honours year, do we receive grades mid-year? Or are all our grades received at the end of the year? 

The Honours year is very different to undergraduate years. You are normally enrolled in two (possibly three) units that cover the 

academic year.  The degree is 25% coursework ,75% research.  The coursework is largely completed in the first 3 months of 

the year, and you will receive your grades for various assessment tasks through the year, so you get a sense of how you are 

tracking. However, you won’t get a final result and grade for any of the units until you complete the degree, at the end of the 

year. 

APPLYING FOR HONOURS 

Where can we access more information online about the application process? 

The Central Clinical School website has details on the application process, including the project application form that is to be 

signed by yourself, your supervisors and one of the School honours coordinators.  In addition, there are also links on this site 

directing you to the application instructions for the Bachelor of Biomedical Science (Honours) and the Bachelor of Science 

(Honours) programs.  

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/education/future-students/honours
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When will applications for honours open and close? 

Most of the programs will be accepting applications now or very shortly.  However, you will find that being in contact with 

supervisors can take some time to organise and will generally involve a few different projects before you settle on one, so you 

can certainly start on that part of the application process. 

The application closing date is the 13th of November. 

I'm going to graduate this year, does that mean I can apply by the end of this semester?  

Most students will be in this position.  In these cases, it is necessary to lodge your application prior to having your final 

semester of results.  You will need to complete an honours project form for the appropriate program.  This will need to be 

signed by yourself, your supervisors and a coordinator.  For further details please visit the Central Clinical School website. 

In terms of the top 4 relevant discipline subject prerequisite, do those subjects relate to the project you're applying for 

or can they be science subjects in general? (i.e. can it be a distinction for 2 physiology units and 2 for immunology 

units, and applying for an immunology project or does it have to be distinction in only immunology units?). 

There are two distinct parts to this question.  The main one being that to gain entry to the Bachelor of Science (Honours), you 

need fours units from the biomedical sciences.  The do not need to be from the same discipline.  They can come from 

biochemistry (BCH), developmental biology and anatomy (DEV), some genetics (GEN), human pathology (HUP), immunology 

(IMM), microbiology (MIC), pharmacology (PHA) or physiology (PHY). 

In addition to this, supervisor also tend to look at what areas you have studied.  They do this to ensure that they try to address 

any gaps in your understanding.  So, when looking at the projects available please explore any that take your interest.  The 

supervisor can provide some guidance about what you might need to brush up on. 

I am a double degree student and finish my biomed degree this year.  I will finish my other degree in 1.5 years.  Am I 

still eligible for honours?  

Students in double degree programs are generally permit to enrol in Honours once they have completed 144 credit points and 

all the requirements of your qualifying degree (such as Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Biomedical Science).  So please 

lodge an application if you are considering this option.  If you wish to go ahead with an enrolment, you would take intermission 

from your current program for a year and then return to it the following year.  The Faculty managing your double degree must 

agree to this arrangement. 

I am enrolled in Arts/Science - are there any additional entry requirements I should be aware of, and, would my WAM 

be taken from my degree as a whole or only inclusive of my science subjects? 

In this case, your entry requirements are: successful completion of a Bachelor of Science (or equivalent) with at least distinction 

average (70 percent) in 24 points of level three units (or equivalent) in the intended honours discipline.   

Due to COVID-19 a few of my units are pending completion of lab work over December/January, am I still able to apply 

for 2021? 

Yes, we welcome your application as we would for students also completing summer semester units.  Your application would 

be considered at the same time as any others.  In these types of cases, applications will normal be made a conditional offer.  

The conditions will relate to the average needed for entry as well as the requirement to complete your course.   

I plan to study graduate medicine next year and a wait confirmation later in the year.  However, I would also like to 

apply for this course.  Can I study both together? 

As mentioned in relation to continued employment during honours, it would be very difficult to complete an honours year and a 

graduate medicine course.  I think you would find that both are pretty demanding in their own ways.   

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/education/future-students/honours
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However, even though a graduate medicine program is your current aim, we would encourage you to submit an application if 

you are interested in Honours as a backup option.  It is important that you lodge this by the due dates.  It is not possible to wait 

for you outcome from other programs before applying.   

If you do get into the graduate medicine project, we encourage you to consider their associated honours year for a project with 

us!  It normally occurs in year three or four. 

It is my understanding that signatures of project supervisors and co-supervisors are required for the application 

process, keeping the COVID restrictions in mind have these requirements changed? 

No, it is still necessary to have written agreement from yourself, your supervisors and one of the honours coordinators.  While 

initial discussions will be achieved via zoom meetings.  The critical signatures be obtained electronically. 

When we have found a supervisor for our honours project, when will we need to confirm our enrolment for honours 

with the University?  

Once you and a supervisor have reached an agreement, you will need to lodge your application to the University.  You are 

applying for a new course (except for students with an honours year as a fourth year of their degree) and so will need to follow 

the application instructions.  See the Central Clinical School website for more information on this.   

Sometime early in 2021, you will receive email correspondence from the University confirming if your application is successful.  

If you have been offered a place, there will be instructions about how to accept the offer and enrol in honours.  It is important 

that you respond to this by the dates specified.  Shortly after accepting your offer, you will start receiving communications about 

honours from the Central Clinical School.   

If you have questions throughout this process, you can contact your Faculty or Central Clinical School 

(ccs.honours@monash.edu). 

PROJECTS AND SUPERVISORS 

Is there a list of all the projects available? 

Central Clinical School put together an Honours Research project booklet and you can find in on the Central Clinical School 

website.  You can also search the Research Project database. 

What is the best way to find potential supervisors? 

We suggest that rather than considering specific supervisors that you consider areas that you are interested in.  As in the 

question above, please refer to the project booklet, you will find the details of the supervisors associated with each project.  If 

you have identified a supervisor and want to know what else they have on offer, you will normally find it in the same section of 

the project booklet but you can also search the Research Project database. 

What would be the most appropriate way to get in contact with supervisors of the projects we are interested in? 

Obviously current restrictions would prevent visits to the respective labs but is there any way we can gauge in person 

if the project supervisors and working environment as suitable for us as the student? 

You can find the contact details of the supervisors listed with their projects.  We encourage you to send them an email to 

introduce yourself and arrange a meet-and-greet that will likely be via zoom.  I suggest adding your academic transcript, and 

explaining why you are interested - it’s always helpful!  You can use this time to ask any questions you have, including about 

the facilities and the staff members that you are likely to be involved with as part of your project.  

When is a good time to start contacting potential supervisors? 

As soon as possible!  All joking aside, I suggest reaching out to all supervisors in whose projects you are interested. Honours is 

as much about the project as it is about the group fit, so the best way to work that out is to talk to multiple people. Be honest 

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/education/future-students/honours
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/education/future-students/honours
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/education/future-students/honours
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however that you are talking to others, and make sure you let the supervisors who you’ve decided not to go with that you’re no 

longer interested. Always good to be upfront and it maintains a positive interaction for any contact you might have with them in 

the future. 

I'm quite nervous to reach out and email potential supervisors, I was just wondering what sorts things potential 

supervisors are looking for and the different things to include? 

Try not to be too nervous!  We understand that it is all very new to you.  The potential supervisors are looking forward to 

meeting with you!  They are excited by the prospect of having students involved in their lab.  Just tell them what your interest 

area is and ask them to tell share a bit about their projects. Attach your CV with transcript of results to date. 

Do any projects that involve patient contact rather than just being lab based? 

We have a wide variety of project types within Central Clinical School.  For those of you not interested in lab work, there are 

areas that involve human interactions.  This can take the form of testing of human subjects, including those with illnesses and 

control cases.  We recommend browsing through the project booklet to identify ones that you feel meeting your interest and 

then tease out the types of testing and people engagement with the supervisor. 

Can a Bachelor of Science be applicable for an honours year in a neuroscience-based honours project? Or must you 

have completed a Bachelor of Biomedical Science? 

Students wanting to enrol in the Bachelor of Science Honours program are eligible for the Neuroscience projects.  Please 

check out the project booklet for those of offer! 

What would be the main differences between an honours program and an undergrad research in action unit at Monash 

(other than the duration and depth of the research)? 

In addition to the duration of the project, our Honours program provides additional course work training that prepares you for a 

career in research or beyond. This includes statistics course work, and experience in preparing talks, posters, as well as 

training in critically appraising scientific research. 

Do we have to formulate our own research question when we undertake one of these projects?  Is this something that 

we talk work through with a supervisor? 

In short, no.  You will find that the research question will be part of the project plans and will be refined in consultation with your 

supervisor, so you will work that through it with them. 

How will Honours 2021 be impacted if corona virus restrictions remain?  Would supervisors be less inclined to accept 

students in their lab? 

As you will note from the project booklet, there are lots of projects on offer for 2021.  While we have seen impacts from the 

COVID-19 restrictions, research has not stopped.  The honours coordination team and supervisors have been working hard to 

adjust the program and research projects to accommodate the changes that have been required.  We will be taking the learning 

from this experience into the new year to maximise the honours experience for students.  

 

For all Honours specific inquiries in our Monash schools, please contact Student Services on:  

 CCS: ccs.honours@monash.edu | SPHPM: med-sphpm-honours@monash.edu 
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