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How do you join a network?
Contact the network lead/s to discuss your involvement; no applications or EOI are required. We would like to keep this simple. If you would 
like further information, contact mcshe.admin@monash.edu.

Why would you want to join a research network?
If we work collaboratively, the research and experience is diverse and richer. By sharing resources, we can perform higher quality 
interdisciplinary research and learn from each other.  Plus, the old adage is true: “Many hands [academics] make light work”.

What are the advantages of being part of a research network?
The research networks will be able to concentrate on existing priorities to focus resources and time on larger projects. Researchers new to 
educational research can learn from more experienced researchers. More impactful, resourceful work is achieved through collaborative 
projects, and the research network is an established avenue to achieve this.

Can you join more than one network?
We envisaged that researchers would contribute meaningfully to one network, but if you have the capacity to contribute meaningfully to 
more than one network, we are not limiting involvement.

What type of people/staff/researchers should join a research network?
We would hope for experienced researchers as well as those who have not embarked on educational research (and anyone in-between) to
join and contribute to the networks. Anyone involved in teaching who would like to research the impact of teaching are encouraged to join. 
You don’t need to be a pre-existing researcher, just have an interest and capacity to learn and work with others.

What types of projects might a research network work on? 
Projects that align with the FMNHS education research priorities. These may include cross-network topics like education for sustainable 
health and care and digital health, network-specific projects that align with Faculty priorities. The projects will depend on the interests of 
network members. 

How do you envisage the research networks working in practice?
The network members will be involved in shaping how the networks work, and these may be different for each network. Initially, we envision 
three types of projects: a large collaborative multi-network project; a network-specific project that is specific for that network; and 
supporting smaller existing or new projects that network members are researching.

You are an education researcher or PhD student, and can’t see where your research fits in this network. What should you do?
Check the MCSHE website to see if any of the network goals or interests align with your work, then contact the network lead for further 
information. The leaders may be able to advise as to what network would best suit you.

What is the time required by members and the time frame for research projects? 
We plan to initially work on one good quality project per year. It will be up to individuals as to what projects they choose to get involved in 
and how much time they can commit. This may evolve depending on members time and interests. Each project will have individual time 
frames and priorities.  We encourage you to work with your Network leads to identify a “best fit”.

You have an established research group. Why should you join a research network?
We think that the networks will facilitate connections across the University and widen your network. By working collaboratively, you will be      
able to pool resources, produce higher quality work and learn from each other. It may be worthwhile to discuss the potential benefits for all 
with the network lead.

What is the role of the network leads?
The network leads are guiding the research and ensuring information and resources from MCSHE are provided to the network. Also 
communicates with other network leads to share network efforts and ensure collaboration across all network themes.

Are the Faculty Teaching and Learning grants going to continue in 2021 and beyond?
We are unsure at this stage, but MCSHE is able to provide some research support to these networks.
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