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THE  VICE-CHANCELLOR  HAS  ISSUED  THE  FOLLOWING  STATEMENT

0 n   Tuesday, May 4, following the M.A.S. meeting which I addressed, I was visited by Mr. Hyde and Mr. Langer
(representing his wife) who asked what sort of assurances about their future behaviour Council was likely to require
before it would consider their readmission.

This was in reference to various statements  I have made about my willingness to convey any such assurances to
Council, and perhaps in particular a letter of mine which was quoted in SOUND No. 27.  This said :

"What I had in mind was that if an expelled student were to petition the Council for re-admission,

and to support this plea with an assurance that he would in future adhere to the attitudes defined
in the statement on "The Limits of Protest" -both in the letter and in the spirit - then the Council
might be prepared to remit his penalty and readmit him on conditions of some kind.
"I should myself be ready to support such an action provided I was satisfied  that the supplication

was genuine."

In reply to Messrs. Hyde and Langer I produced the draft letter set down below and informed them that I should
certainly transmit it, if they signed it, to Council but that   I could not recommend that they be re-admitted.
My reason for this was that the actions of the three this tern do not persuade me at present that any written
statement could be relied upon.

The draft letter reads:
"I request Council to re-consider the penalty of exclusion from the University imposed upon

me last year by the Discipline Committee and Confirmed by the Appeal Committee of Council.
"If Council is willing to grant my request and to suspend the penalty, I freely and voluntarily

undertake that I shall not thereafter at any time be directly or indirectly involved in the
application of force or violence to any person or property of the University, or in the obstruction
of any person in the performance of his lawful activities or duties within the University, or in
the obstruction or impeding in any   way whatsoever of any class, examination, meeting, official
ceremony or other authorised activity of any kind within the University, nor shall I in any way
incite or advocate the involvement of any other person in any such conduct within the
University."

This draft was in part a quotation from the terms governing the earlier suspension of the exclusion of the students,
but it included a phrase about incitement which followe-d from the observed behaviour of at least one of the three
when the University Offices were

The M.A.S. meeting on Ma

n April  19.

This meeting passed the following resolutions among others :

I.        (a)  That this student general meeting urges the three expelled students to issue a statement
to Council declaring clearly and precisely that they will not act in a violent manner, recognising
that they have not done so in  the past, and that they were expelled for reasons other than
violence.

(b)  Should Dr. Matheson give a personal undertaking to convey this statement to Council with a
recommendation that the three students be re-instated, then Monday's Council meeting will not be
blocked.

(c)  Should Dr. Matheson not do this, then M.A.S. will support and carry out a peaceful blocking
of the Council meeting.   Should Police be called to prevent this, M.A.S. urges all its members to resist
them as peacefully as is possible.

These resolutions were broucht to the University Offices by a crowd of students of whom I agreed to see a
deputation of three;  Mr May and Miss Hunter were also present for par.t of the time.

I repeated that I would convey any message from the excluded students to Council but again said that I
would not recommend Council to readmit the three; I explained that I intended to review the situation as I saw
it for Council, so that members could malke up their own minds on the richt course of action.  In reply to a
question whether I wanted the three to be readmitted I answered "no"; did anyone seriously expect me to
answer "yes"?
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The letters of Messrs Hadden and Hyde :

Mr. Hadden and Mr. Hyde have written letters which I intend to transmit to Council at its next meeting in
accordance with my undertaking. However the wording of these letters is not the sane as in my draft; in part they read:

"I hereby pledge .... that if re-admitted I shall not in the future be involved in the application of force

or violence to any person or property of the University. In giving this undertaking I wish to point out that
I have never been engaged in such conduct in the past  .  .  ."

This quotation indicated that the words "force and violence" do not have the meaning for these two young men that
is usually understood. It is virtually a promise that they will continue to behave in the future as they have done in the
past and this is very far from the assurance that  I suggested they might be ready to give to Council.

The Council Meeting

ln order that Council may hear the student views on the situation direct, I have consulted the Chancellor who

agrees that, unless Council decides otherwise, the Chairman of the Administrative Executive M.A.S. , should be

irrvited to address Council at its next meeting on this matter and that he should be accompanied if he so wishes, by

two other members of his Executive.

The Chancellor intends to ask Council, at the opening of the meeting, to edmit Mr. May and his delegation.

J.A.L. Matheson.
Vicechancellor.

CORRECTION

At its meeting on April 28 the Professorial Board had before it a narrative account of the blocking  of Council
members on April  19. Included in the account was the statement thatj`students and others positively identified
as being in the group were: " - then followed a list of names.

There have been complaints that the list was inaccurate and, in particular, two students have written saying that
while-they were in the vicinity of the University Offices at the tine, they took no part in the incident.

SOUND has checked the source of the infomation and finds that there is written evidence that each of the individuals
named was actually seen but the degree of involvement alleged varies a good deal. The Professorial Board will be told
this at its next meeting and the suggestion made that the word "group" quoted above be altered to "vicinity".

HELP FOR MALAYSIAN STUDENTS

MONASH is still trying to help four Malaysian students who have been asked to return to their country.

The students are Tee Chy Chiam, Joo Seng Teh and Chee Keong Ng who want to complete PhD's and Chuali Mua
Goh who wants to finish a Master's Degree in Economics. They were sponsored by their government to study at the
university under the Colombo Plan, but all have since paid off their bonds of obligation.

The Vice{hancellor, Dr. J.A.L. Matheson, has written to the Hich Commissioner for Malaysia in Canberra, Tan
Sri Mohamed Faud Stephens, asking that the students be allowed to stay in Australia "for a few more weeks or,
perhaps, months to finish off their work here."

The letter said that Monash did not quarrel "in the slichtest degree with your government's desire to have these
students back again . . . to play their part in the development of your country."  However Monash staff members
felt that the students were extremely capable and within, a very short tine could achieve a further university
qualification.

STOP PRESS:   It has now been learnt that the request has be referred

LIGHTING THE LINDESAY CLARK WINDOW

The last of a series of concerts, held in the Vice{hancellor's house and organised by Mrs. Margaret Scott and some
members of the Monash Women's Society, raised $255  for the Robert Blackwood Hall fund. The total amount raised
is $ 1056, and this will be used to provide floodlichts for the Lindesay Clark Window so that it can be viewed from the
Forum  after dark.

This concert of early music was given by members of the A Cappella choir and some instrumentalists under the
direction of Bruce Knox.

Authori..d by KW. Bennetts, Information Officer.


