
CENTRES  OF  EXCELLENCE:  DEADLINE SET
The  recently-established  Commonwealth  Flesoarch  Centres  of  Excellence  Committee  has  now  invited  firm

proposals from universities about areas of r®s®arch that might merit financial support in the coming triennium.

The Committee, set up in May this year (see SOUND
13-81),  is required to advise the federal government on
the distribution of S 16 million in 1982-84 in establishing
Centres of Excellence.  (Originally it was proposed that
S I million would be spent in 1981, and the balance in the
next triennium.)

Releasing details  of the request yesterday,  Professor
Bruce  West,   Pro-Vice-Chancellor,   said  that  Mondsh
had   already   made   preliminary   selections   of   four
projects  for transmission to the Committee.  However,
according to the latest advice, Monash may recommend
up    to    seven    projects    for    consideration    by    the
Committee.  Further proposals, therefore, are currently
being selected from the previous submissiohs and other
interested research groups.

Copies of the Committee's invitation and supporting
documents may be perused on application to Mr Bruce
Shields (ext.  3012).  Deadline for proposals is July  15.

An  information  sheet  provided  by  the  Committee
defines Research Centres of Excellence in the following
terms:

"Research Centres of Excellence will be special units

within  Australian  universities,  or  in  other  places  by
arrangement    with    universities,     established    by
concentrating research workers and resources, with the
aim of pursuing research of outstanding quality within
an  international  context  likely  to  lead to  a significant
and major development of knowledge; in addition, their
research   programs   may   be   directed   to   a   national
research  objective  and  to  take  advantage  of  unique
Australian    opportunities.    A    Research    Centre    of
Excellence will be led by a chief researcher,  recognised
internationally as  eminent in his intellectual discipline,
currently   active   in   the   Centre's   particular   area   of
research and  able to maintain his commitment for the
duration of the Centre's program."

Professor West said that a critical requirement set out
in the Committee's latest advice related to the question
of staffing.

The Committee,  he said,  "expects that the principal
research worker of the Centre will be engaged on a full-
time basis and that all staff engaged in the work of the
Centre will be appointed on a contract basis".

Funds    may    be    used    to    support    post-doctoral
fellowships,  he  said,  but  would  not  be  available  for
Ph.D.  or Masters scholarships.

Professor West said the Committee expected that the
total number of Centres funded would not exceed  15.

SPECIAL RESEARCH GRANTS: ROUND 2
The    Vice-Chancellor,     Professor    Martin,     has

approved    the    allocation    of    $45,540    from    the
University's Special Research Fund in the second round
of grants  for  1981.

The new distribution will fund a total of 27 projects
- six in Arts,  seven in Medicine and  14 in Science.

It  is  in  addition  to   the  $392,414  (supporting   153
projects) distributed last December.

BI0ETHICS SEMINAR
Dr  Barry  Catchlove,  Chief  Executive  of  the  Royal

Children's  Hospital,  will  give  a  lunchtime  seminar  at
Monash this month on  "Medical decision making and
the quality of life".

Dr Catchlove's talk is being sponsored jointly by the
Monash    Centre    for    Human    Bioethics    and    the
Philosophy Society.  It will be given in R3 at  I.10 p.in.
on Thursday,  July  16.

SOCIAL WORK, 1982
Applications  for entry into the Social Work Course

for  1982  are  now  being  received.  Forms  are  available
from   the   department   of  Social   Work,   llth   floor,
Menzies   Building.   Closing   date   for   applications   is
October 9.

ENERGY-SAVING IDEAS WANTHD
The UniveTsity's  Energy  Conservation  Committee is

still  seeking  ideas  for  a  sticker  design  to  encourage
members of the University to save energy.

It  offers  a  Sloo  prize  for  the  best  design  submitted
before Monday July 20.

The winning  entry will replace the  "Switch off and
save"    stickers   currently   adorning   walls   near   light
switches and power points throughout the University.

Entries,   carrying  a  name  and  address,   should  be
forwarded to Mr Kevin Grace, University engineer and
secretary  of the Energy Conservation Committee.  The
Committee will form the judging panel and results will
be announced in M`onash Reporter.

THE FUTURE FOR WOMEN GRADUATES
"On being a woman graduate in a cruel world" is the

title of a talk to be given by Vona Beiers, Rusden careers
counsellor,  at Monash on Thursday July 9.

The lecture,  sponsored by the Australian Federation
of University Women, is directed to "new and about-to-
be women graduates".  It will be given in R2 at  I  p.in.
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LONDON OPPORTUNITY
Applications  have  been  invited  for  the  post  of  first

Head   of   the   Centre   of  .Australian   Studies   to   be
established in the University of London.

The appointment will be at professorial level.  It may
be   filled   by   secondment   from   Australia   and   it   is
expected that the initial appointment will be made from
the  fields  of history,  politics  or international  relations
for a term of not less than two years, beginning in 1982.

Early  informal  inquiries  and  expressions  of interest
should  be addressed to the Director of the  Institute of
Commonwealth    Studies,    University    of    London,
Professor  W.H.  Morris-Jones.  Further  information  is
available  from the Assistant Secretary of the Institute,
27   Russell   Square,   London,   WC|B   5DS,   to  whom
applications  should  be  sent  not  later  than  August  15,
I 98 I .

MONASH-HOOPLA PLAYS-IN-PROGRESS
The third  in the  1981  series of free playreadings  will`

be held in the Alexander Theatre on Thursday,  July 2,
at  1.10 p.in.

Actors  from  the  Playbox will  perform  "Walhalla'',
which  is  described  by  its  author,  New  Zealand-born
playwright   Max   Richards,   as   "a   play   of   menace,
decaying lives,  and the Melbourne Cup."

`WATCH ON THE RHINE'
"Watch on the Rhine",  by Lillian  Hellman,  will be

presented by the Monash Theatre Workshop for a one-
week  season,  opening  on Monday July 6  in the Union
Theatre.

Performance times are: Monday, 7.30 p.in.; Tuesday,
I.10 and 7.30 p.in. ; Wednesday and Thursday, I.10 and
5.45  p.in.;  Friday,I.10  p.in.;  Saturday,  2  and  8  p.in.
Admission:  $2.50 (students Sl.50).

The play is directed by Rachel Teesdale-Smith.

`THE TAVERN'

Monash  Student  Theatre  Committee,   formed  this
year  to  co-ordinate  the  activities  of  various  campus
theatre  groups,  will  present  its  first  performance  -
"The Tavern" - in the Alexander Theatre next week.

The production will be directed by Terry MCDermott,
the University's Director-in-Residence,  and will feature
an all-student cast.

It will run nightly, Wednesday to Saturday, from July
8 until  July  18.  Admission:  $4.50 (students  $2.50).

POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS
Pliilips Intemational Institute

For  graduates  of  electrical  engineering,  physics  or
related   subjects.   Tenable   for   one  year  in  Holland.
Applications     close     August     1,     1981.     Further
information:   Mr   D.J.   Kelly,   Graduate   Scholarships
Officer.

DEATH OF DR L.F. BRAKE.L
Dr  Lode  Brakel,   formerly  a  senior  lecturer  in  the

Monash department of Indonesian & Malay, has died in
Germany at the age of 41.

At   the   time   of   his   death,   he   was   professor   of
Austronesian Languages and Cultures at the University
of Hamburg.

Dr Brakel joined Monash in  1966,  having gained his
B.A.  and the equivalent of M.A.  at Leiden University.
He  spent  12  years  here,  during  which  time  he  spent  a
year  as  visiting  professor  at  Berkeley.  He  gained  his
doctorate at  Leiden in  1975.

Professor    Cryil    Skinner    said    today    that    the
department  mourned  the  tragically  early  death  of  Dr
Brakel,   whom  he  described  as  a  man  of  enormous
erudition and energy.

ELECTION NEWS
Council:

Two nominations have been received for the election
of  one  member  of  Council  by  the  professors  of  the
University.    They    are    Professor    J.W.    Mccarty
(Economic    History)    and    Professor    G.B.    Preston
(Mathematics). A ballot will be held on Thursday, July
9.

Professorial Board :
Nominations have been called for the casual election

to  the Professorial  Board  of one member  of the non-
professorial teaching staff in the faculty of Education.

Nominations   must   be   lodged   with   the   Returning
Officer,   Mr   J.D.   Butchart,   no  later  than  noon  on
Monday,   July   13.   If  more   than   one   nomination  is
received,  a ballot will be held on August  10.

The    successful    candidate   will    hold    office   until
November 30,  1982.

Superannuation Scheme:
Dr   Harry   Perlman   (Physics)   has   been   elected   a

member   administrator   of  the   Staff  Superannuation
Scheme (`A'  Scheme).  He will hold office until August
20,  1983.  He will also become an administrator for the
Disability Pensions Fund.

COMING EVENTS
JULY    2  :    Zoology    Seminar   -    "Encephalisation    within    the
Chiroptera", by Doctor John Nelson.   I  p.in.  in Room 232,  Biology
Building.

JULY 2  :    Aboriginal Studies Lecture - "Aboriginal organisations
and   movements",   by   Penny   Maxwell,   Aboriginal   Housing   Co-
operative.  I  p.in.  in  R6.

JULY  9  :     Aboriginal  Studies  Lecture -  "Government  policies  in
the 20th century",  by John Moriarty,  DAA  I  p.in.  in  R6.
JULY   10:    Public  ,Lecture   -   "Time   and   space   in   the   Roman
Empire",by  Professor  Keith  Hopkins  (Brunel  University).  Pres.  by
department of Classical Studies  12 noon in  R6.

JULY   13:    Engineering   Colloquium   -   "Renovating   municipal
wastewater by groundwater  recharge with rapid  infiltration basins",
by Dr  Herman Bouwer,  Phoenix,  Arizona.  3  p.in.  in E5.

JULY  14:     Pubhic  Lecture -  ``Ancient doublethink",  by  Professor
John  Crook  (Camb.).    Pres.  by  department  of Classical  Studies.  12
noon in  R6.

July  16:    Zoology  Seminar  -  "Current  work  on  Murray  cod  and
Macquarie  perch",  by  Dr  P.  Cadwallader.   I   p.in.  in  Room  232,
Biology  Building.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed  in Sound:

CENTRAL SERVICES
Storeman  11;  Parking Officer

Copies  of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

£L

Telephone  inquiries  about  these  positions  should  be  directed  to
extension 2038.

Authorised  by K.W.  Bennetts,  Information Officer


