
SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM  
19 May 2022 

 

9.00am REGISTRATION/ARRIVAL TEA & COFFEE 

9.30am Welcome & setting the scene  

Professor Dan Lubman AM 

9.45am Keynote presentation 

Professor Alison Ritter AO, University of NSW -‘Why we need to stop thinking in simple binaries to advance drug policy’ 

10.30am SESSION 1: DATA FOR IMPACT (4 x 15 min presentations and 5 x 5 min presentations) 

Introduction by session chair Mr Chris Carter  

 Professor Paul Dietze, Burnet Institute - ‘Using cohort data to conduct natural experiments of intervention effects: the case of 

supervised injecting facilities and COVID-19’ 

Dr Jennifer Schumann, Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine - 'Emerging Drugs Network of Australia – Victoria: an illicit drug early 

warning system informed by clinical casework and forensic toxicology' 

Dr Rowan Ogeil, Turning Point -'The utility of ambulance data in identifying new and emerging AOD harms' 

A/Prof Suzanne Nielsen & Dr Ting Xia, Monash Addiction Research Centre -'Using primary care data to understand the impact of 

opioid policy' 

Michael Curtis, PhD Candidate, Burnet Institute - ‘Understanding the impact of opioid substitution therapy programs on drug use, 

health service utilisation, morbidity and mortality among young people who inject drugs following release from prison’ 

Dr Romi Haas, Monash Department of Clinical Epidemiology, Cabrini Institute - 'Opioid prescription for musculoskeletal complaints 

in general practice: a longitudinal database study' 

Jessica Killian, Turning Point -‘AODstats: New and improved interactive features assisting AOD policy planning and intervention’ 

Monica Jung, PhD Candidate, Centre for Medicine Use Safety & Monash Addiction Research Centre -'Prescription opioid use 

during COVID-19 pandemic in Australia – a nation-wide study' 

Dan Myles, PhD Candidate, School of Psychological Sciences, Monash University -‘Community Views Towards Electronic 

Gambling Machines: Policy and Responsibility’ 

12:00pm LUNCH 

1.00pm SESSION 2: TRANSFORMING PRACTICE (4 x 15 min presentations and 6 x 5 min presentations) 

Introduction by session chair Dr Alison Dwyer 

 Dr Paul Liknaitzky, Turner Institute for Brain and Mental Health & Department of Psychiatry, Monash University - 'Clinical 

Psychedelic Research: Principles, Potentials, Pitfalls' 

Dr Michael Savic, Turning Point -'Hospo Drinking Cultures”: Animating alcohol culture change amongst male hospitality workers' 

Dr Liz Sturgiss, Department of General Practice, Monash University -'The REACH project - implementing alcohol brief interventions 

in general practice' 

A/Prof Dennis Petrie, Centre for Health Economics, Monash University- 'Evaluating funding decisions to support smoking cessation' 

Louisa Picco, PhD Candidate, Monash Addiction Research Centre -'What factors influence pharmacists’ decision to dispense opioid 

prescriptions?' 

Alex Robinson, PhD Candidate, Turner Institute for Brain and Mental Health -‘Goal Management Training +: A proof-of-concept pilot 

trial for treating Methamphetamine Use Disorder’ 

Dr Jasmin Grigg, Turning Point -'Effectiveness of a standalone telephone-delivered intervention for reducing problem alcohol use: a 

randomised clinical trial' 

A/Prof Joe Doyle, Central Clinical School, Monash University and The Alfred- 'Testing and treating hepatitis C in community 

pharmacies for people injecting drugs or using opiate agonist therapy' 

Dr Leanne Francia, Monash Addiction Research Centre & Amelia Berg, SHARC - 'Transforming Practice: Meaningful Collaborations 

with Lived Experience Peer Researchers in Alcohol and Other Drug Research' 

Melis Selamoglu, PhD Candidate, Department of General Practice, Monash University - 'Perceptions of Australian general 

practitioners on e-cigarettes as a smoking cessation aid' 

2.35pm AFTERNOON TEA & POSTER SESSION 

3.30pm PANEL DISCUSSION: CHANGING THE CONVERSATION 

  Ms Mietta Gibson, Chair, MARC Advisory Board (Moderator) 

 Ms Fiona Patten MP, Leader of the Reason Party 

 Prof Alison Ritter AO, Director of the Drug Policy Modelling Program (DPMP), University of New South Wales 

 A/Prof Charles Livingstone, Head of the Gambling and Social Determinants Unit, Monash University 

4.15pm  AWARDS, NETWORKING & REFRESHMENTS 

5.15pm  EVENT CONCLUDES 

 


