
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A passion, not a 
profession 

 

John Fleming 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
biochemistry and pharmacology 

Year of Graduation: 1988 

Job:  Singer, songwriter, MC 

Career: “Four Chairs, No Waiting”, “The 
Phones”, Scared Weird Little Guys; solo artist 

Reflection: “Science gives you the tools 
through which you can more easily appreciate 
the incredible wonder of the universe. The more 
deeply I have looked  into the mechanics and 
process of life, the more amazing I find it.” 

 

 

“Nothing is ever wasted in 
an education. Every time I 
write a new song, all this 
data gets gathered in the 

first performance.” 

John Fleming and Rusty Berther – better known as the 

Scared Weird Little Guys – worked the Australian and 

international comedy circuits for 21 years until their 

amicable split in 2011.  

Few of their fans knew that Fleming had a science 

degree.  

But this detail got a regular airing during the duo’s 

corporate gigs. When the “Scaredies” were hired to 

entertain staff at, say, a giant pharmaceutical firm, their 

songs would work in the name of the company's latest 

hypertension drug and include scientific details of its 

effect on the endocrine system. 

“Rusty would then say: ‘John has a Bachelor of 

Science, you know’,” recalls Fleming. “And I would say: 

‘Yes, I do, and he’s waiting for me in my hotel room 

upstairs!’” 

Defining his thought process  

Off stage, however, Fleming is very serious about his 

science degree and believes that it continues to define 

both his interests and the way he thinks. 

“Nothing is ever wasted in an education,” says the 

performer, now pursuing a solo career as a singer and 

music teacher. He’s also writing songs and singing 

with two different groups – the “all ages” band “All Day 

Fritz” and the “dark country-style” band “Johnny Boy 

Ginger”. 

Writing songs using science 

“My science training comes out in my ability to analyse 

a bunch of data and refine it into how I need to present 

it. Every time I write a new song, especially a comedy 

song, all this data gets gathered in the first 

performance,” he says.  

“Then a decision is made about whether it needs 

modification or not. It is like a science.” 

Research and analysis were always a crucial aspect of 

the Scaredies’ modus operandi, especially during their 

regular spot on a Melbourne afternoon ABC radio 

show, when they produced a satirical song based on 

the day’s major political or social event. 

Stage career spawned on campus 

But it’s clear listening to Fleming reflect on his working 

life that science was always going to be his passion, 

not his profession. 

He loved the Monash science course, majoring in 

biological sciences and taking a special interest in 

microbiology. But he spent most of his campus time on 

the student theatre stage, and landed his first “real” 

performing job, at the Melbourne folk venue “The Green 

Man”, within days of finishing his final exams in 1987.  

These days he keeps up with science in magazines and 

“TED talks”. 

“But I'd love to have Karl Kruszelnicki’s job, explaining 

science to people.” 

 


