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Following an immune response, vertebrates develop immunological memory in the form of memory B- and T-cells 

and antibody producing plasma cells. Human adaptive immunity is highly diverse with many types of memory cells 

generated following continuous exposure to microorganisms. 

Over the past years, we dissected human B-cell memory using patients with inherited immune defects as a model. 

In this talk, I will introduce the key findings prior to presenting our ongoing work into the signalling pathways that 

are critical for memory B cell formation. Finally, I will discuss translation of our findings to the granulomatous 

inflammatory diseases sarcoidosis and Crohn’s disease, and how B -cells could be used as disease markers or 

targets for new therapeutics.  

Menno van Zelm completed his PhD at the Erasmus MC, where he identified the first antibody-deficient patients 

with CD19 and CD81 gene defects, and developed the KREC assay to study homeostatic and antigen -induced B 

cell proliferation. He worked as postdoc in the laboratory of Kees Murre at the Univer sity of California San Diego 

(UCSD) to study the structural organization of the Igh locus in progenitor B cells.  

In 2009, Menno started his own research group in the Erasmus MC, since 2013 as Associate Professor, focusing 

on critical checkpoints in B-cell differentiation and immunological memory. In 2015, Menno van Zelm was recruited 

to Monash University at the Alfred Precinct to establish a human immunology program in which he studies shaping 

of adaptive immunity by persistent viruses and intestinal microb iota, and translates new insights into antibody 

deficiencies, chronic inflammatory disease and IgE-mediated allergies.  

Dr. van Zelm has received multiple personal grants since 2009, including a Veni Fellowship from the Netherlands 

Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO). In 2010, he received the Heineken Young Scientists Award from the 

Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences (KNAW). Menno van Zelm is vice-chair of the IUIS nomenclature 

committee and council member of the HCDM organisation that assigns new CD nomenclature.  

 

Next CID Seminars     
Tuesday 12 July 

Dr Paul King 
 
Tuesday 19 July  

Postgraduate Student Seminar 
Ms Kim O’Sullivan 
 

CiiiD Tuesday Meetings are on Tuesday’s at 1:00pm in Seminar 

Room 1, TRF Building 

5 July 2016 – Zoe Marks and Bill Berry 

12 July 2016 – Helen, Jamie and Ross 

19 July 2016 – Niamh Mangan 

  Tuesday 5 July 

TIME: 12.00 – 1.00 pm 

VENUE: Seminar Room 1 

Level 2 

Translation Research Facility 

 

 Lunch will be served at 11.45am in the 

Seminar Room Foyer, level 2, TRF Building 

(no food and drink in the seminar room) 

 


