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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Victorian Cancer Action Plan (VCAP) sets out a bold challenge: to improve cancer survival by 15% by 2015. 

According to the American Society of Clinical Oncology, this goal will be achieved by translating advances in molecular 

pathology into the effective design, clinical research, and use of the new wave of molecularly targeted therapies across 

the entire health system. It will also necessitate development of sustainable, economically sound models for future 

cancer care that will involve the key partners in health: government, clinicians and researchers, the pharmaceutical 

industry, and the community. The Victorian Cancer Agency (VCA) already supports excellent and innovative 

disease-centred research, focused on cancer biology or specific clinical questions. There is a need for research that 

reforms the health system and its capacity to translate these discoveries into overall population outcomes. 

 

To meet this need, an exciting and challenging major new project called “Cancer 2015” has been established.  Cancer 

2015 is a large-scale clinical, Framingham-type, whole-of-system epidemiologic study funded by the Victorian Cancer 

Agency. As one of the world’s largest prospective, longitudinal population-based molecular studies, Cancer 2015 will 

make a major contribution to cancer re-classification using molecular pathology, and link this data to treatments and 

outcomes. Specifically, Cancer 2015 will address the VCAP goals by ensuring rapid translation of research into effective 

clinical care through large-scale introduction of diagnostic biomarker tests to the clinic (Action area 2); and by investing 

in innovative technologies and sustainable integrated care systems (Action area 3). The project envisages a unique 

collaboration between researchers, pathologists, treating clinicians and cancer patients with molecular information 

flowing from the lab to clinicians and patients, involving validated clinical trial methodology and data input from 

clinicians and consumers. 

 

Cancer 2015 will enroll 10,000 cancer patients, drawn from all parts of Victoria, into a research program that will 

develop, test and implement a new model of cancer diagnosis and treatment, with the following specific outcomes: 

·  Define prospectively outcomes from cancer care in different communities and benchmark with concurrent

 international studies. 

·      Define the pattern of molecular changes in cancers across a broad range of tumours and communities. 

·      Integrate molecular pathology into routine cancer diagnosis, and thereby directly improve  standard-of-care. 

·      Create an infrastructure essential to increased clinical trials activity within Victoria. 

·      Enable the economic costs and benefits of the program (5-year survival, years-of-life saved, quality of life) to be 

 estimated. 

 

One of the major goals of Cancer 2015 is to establish, validate and implement molecular methods to screen newly 

diagnosed tumours for mutations that are vulnerable to targeted drugs in the clinic in the rapidly advancing field of 

personalised medicine.  The project will collect patient clinical datasets, as well as biological material for the 

generation of molecular pathology data, that will form the basis of a new model of cancer treatment.  Data to be 

collected from consented patients will also include information regarding the diagnosis and treatment of their cancer 

along with follow-up and outcomes over the 5 year course of the cohort.   Additionally, Medicare and Pharmaceuticals 

Benefit Scheme data is also being obtained from The Department of Human Services (Federal), along with 

administrative data from Victorian Data Linkages; to enable questions to be answered with regards to the effectiveness 

and impact of this new model of cancer care via health econometric evaluations of the population. 

 

Cancer 2015 is building on upon existing research and clinical infrastructure and will make a major contribution to 

cancer re-classification using molecular pathology and link this data to treatments and outcomes.  Cancer 2015 will 

ultimately provide a high-resolution map of cancer patterns, survival outcomes and health econometrics in Victoria in 

concordance with key action areas identified in The Victorian Cancer Action Plan.   The overall aim is to provide a 

construct to which the whole cancer community can identify and will help to enhance the Victorian ethic of 

research-led clinical cancer care. 


