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ISSUE

AMREP EMCRs now 

have a Facebook page.  

The page was  designed 

as a means of information 

exchange and networking 

with fellow EMCRs.  

Please follow at:

https://www.facebook.co

m/AmrepEcrs

EMCR webpage

Check out the webpage 

at:

http://www.med.monash.

edu.au/cecs/ecr/

EMCR PhD student 

profiles:

http://www.med.monash.

edu/cecs/education/profil

es/index.html

EMCR Google+ page

https://plus.google.com/u/

0/b/11253474201190000

3005/1125347420119000

03005/posts

ABOUT EMCRTIMES

EMCRTIMES is prepared 

by  Dr Eric Chow and 

Dr Leah Kivivali

EMCRTimes

2016 Executive EMCR Team

Your EMCR Committee underwent some changes in the executive team at the 

start of 2016.

Dr Lachlan Gray (Burnet) remains as the EMCR chair.

Dr Justin Chen (Baker IDI) remains as the EMCR Treasurer. 

Dr Haloom Refehi (Baker IDI) and Dr Jessica Morison (Monash SPHPM) are 

the new EMCR co-secretaries.

Lachlan Gray           Justin Chen           Haloom Refehi       Jessica Morison 

SAVE THE DATE!!
AMREP EMCR 2016 Conference

Tuesday 4th October 2016
AMREP Lecture Theatre 

https://www.facebook.com/AmrepEcrs
http://www.med.monash.edu.au/cecs/ecr/
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/112534742011900003005/112534742011900003005/posts
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Welcome Fresh Faces

Dr Julia Gilmartin 

Position: NHMRC-ARC Dementia Research Development Fellow

Department/School: Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, 

SPHPM

Dr Julia Gilmartin is a Pharmacist and a National Health and Medical 

Research Council (NHMRC) - Australian Research Council (ARC) Dementia 

Research Development Fellow (2016-2019), based at the Department of 

Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, SPHPM. In collaboration with her 

academic supervisors Professor John McNeil (SPHPM) and Associate 

Professor Simon Bell (Centre for Medicine Use and Safety, Monash 

University), Julia will be investigating the relationship between medication use 

and quality of life in aged care facility residents with and without dementia. 

Julia’s research interests are in quality use of medicines, public health, 

undergraduate pharmacy education, medicine use in aged care, 

pharmacoepidemiology, dementia and cognitive health and ageing.

Welcome to our new EMCR committee in 2016: Dr Julia Gilmartin and Dr Jade Bilardi. You can see all 

of their bios below, we hope you enjoy being part of the AMREP EMCR Committee!

Dr Jade Bilardi 

Position: NHMRC Early Career Research Fellow 

Laboratory/Centre/Institute: Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, Central Clinical 

School, Monash University

My research:  I am an early career researcher specialising in social health 

research in the area of sexual and reproductive health.  Since completing my 

PhD I have established an independent research program, in collaboration with 

researchers from other institutions, to examine the sexual and reproductive 

health experiences of men and women using social research methods. My 

current research examines women’s experiences of bacterial vaginosis (BV), 

resource development for improved knowledge and management of BV, partner 

notification experiences of STI’s and women and clinicians experiences and 

management of early miscarriage.
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Farewell

Dr Jenny Ooi (Baker IDI)

I joined the AMREP EMCR committee to give myself an opportunity to play a 

more active role in organizing events for early and mid career scientists at 

AMREP. The retreat subcommittee appealed to me so I signed up for that 

subdivision. I was thoroughly surprised at the many details that go with 

planning a retreat; from the small details such as providing stationaries to 

delegates during seminars and bigger aspects to arrange transportation and 

accommodation. The retreat subcommittee team (Haloom, Elisha, Brian, 

Emma and Laura) was fantastic to work with; everyone was professional and 

worked tirelessly to ensure the retreat went as smoothly as possible. At the 

end, we were exhausted but were pleased to hear good feedback, which is a 

testament that our hard work paid off. I enjoyed my time in the committee. I 

gained experience in organizing events, worked in a dynamic team with 

researchers across AMREP and made some new friends along the way.

The AMREP EMCR Committee is sad to see a number of committee members leave at the end 

of 2015. Here are some of their reflections on the committee and their work at AMREP.

COMMENTS/ FEEDBACK? 

Want to advertise an event to the precinct? Won an award or published a paper?

We welcome your input, so let us know what you have to say! ecr.AMREP@monash.edu

mailto:ecr.AMREP@med.monash.edu
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Collaborative Seed Grants

The Winners of the 2015 Collaborative 

Seed Grants Announced!

The EMCR collaborative seed grant scheme was developed in 2014 and also 

called for applications in late 2015. The aim is to encourage collaborative work 

across institutions at the AMREP site.

Two awards of up to $4,000 have been awarded; comprising of $2,000 from each 

of the participating institutions.

Awardees must submit a brief report to the AMREP EMCR Committee within 

twelve months of the award. This report should detail the outcomes of the 

collaboration and the ways in which the grant has enhanced or will enhance their 

research activities. This will be published in the EMCR newsletter.

The winners are:

Karen Alt (CCS) / Thomas Hoefer (Baker IDI)

Title: Generation of a panel of single chain antibodies against von Willebrand

Factor as a target for shear sensitive anti-thrombotic therapy

Caroline Gurvich (CCS) / Kiymet Bozaoglu (Baker IDI)

Title: Too stressed to think clearly? How microarray gene expression profiling can 

inform us about stress and cognition

Congratulations to all involved! 

There will be a call later in 2016 for applications for another round of grants.
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AMREP Best Paper Awards

2016 AMREP EMCR Best Paper Awards

In 2016, the EMCR Committee will call for six AMREP EMCR Best Paper Awards to 

honour the outstanding research that is being done and published by early and mid-

career researchers at AMREP. The EMCR Committee will award three best paper 

awards of $500 to Early-Career Researchers, and three best paper awards of $500 to 

Mid-Career Researchers. 

1.2016 AMREP Biomedical Research Early-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

2.2016 AMREP Biomedical Research Mid-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

3.2016 AMREP Clinical Research Early-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

4.2016 AMREP Clinical Research Mid-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

5.2016 AMREP Public Health Early-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

6.2016 AMREP Public Health Mid-Career Researcher Best Paper Award

A publication published in 2015 (including Epub online publication) will be eligible for 

the 2016 AMREP EMCR Best Paper Award, and the EMCR must be listed as the first 

author, or last author on the nominated research paper. 

Publications will be assessed on four key criteria: (1) journal quality (impact factor and 

ERA ranking); (2) originality of research; (3) potential for research impact and 

significance; and (4) contribution to research field. 

The winners of last years awards can be found here: 

http://www.med.monash.edu/cecs/ecr/awards.html

More information, full eligibility criteria, guidelines, and application forms will be 

published on the website in the coming weeks. 

Closing date: Friday 2nd September 2016

http://www.med.monash.edu/cecs/ecr/awards.html
http://www.med.monash.edu.au/cecs/ecr/


EMCR Spotlight!

Congratulations to the following EMCRs  for their recent 

achievements!

Awards and prizes

Congratulation to Dr Geeske Peeters from Monash 

SPHPM! 

Geeske has recently received an Arthritis Research UK (ARUK) 

fellowship to set up collaboration between Monash and the ARUK 

Centre, in particular the Universities of Nottingham, Leeds and 

Oxford, to examine the roles of physical activity and menopause 

in developing joint symptoms in women.

Her research interests are in musculoskeletal health and ageing, 

particularly the prevention of falls, arthritis and functional decline. 

Geeske has strong skills in longitudinal data analysis and have 

worked with data from several established longitudinal population-

based cohort studies, also in combination with linked data from 

administrative registries including the Pharmaceutical Benefits 

Scheme and hospital discharge records. She is currently leading 

the Medibank Private funded project ‘Improving measurement of 

patient-reported outcomes’, in which they aim to establish patient-

reported outcome measures in clinical quality registries, and 

integrate clinical and patient-reported outcomes in quality metrics. 

Geeske is also involved in the ASPREE-fracture substudy, which 

examines the effect of long-term aspirin use on risk of fractures 

and falls.

For more details on the above and other projects of our team, 

please refer to: 

http://www.med.monash.edu.au/epidemiology/units-centres/hsr/
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EMCR Spotlight!

Congratulations to the following EMCRs  for their recent 

achievements!

Awards and prizes

Congratulation to Dr Jay c Jha from the Diabetes 

Complications Division, Diabetes & Kidney disease 

Laboratory, Baker IDI! 

Jay has successfully completed his PhD in 2014 and have 

continued to explore the role of proxidant enxymes, Nox4 and 

Nox5 in diabetic kidney disease. The aspect of Jay’s most 

significant contribution in research is that he has identified that the 

Nox inhibitor, GKT137831 has a renoprotective effect in 

experimental diabetes (Jha, JASN 2014). These preclinical results 

led to clinical studies and indeed Baker IDI recently received a 

multi-million dollar clinical grant to explore this compound in type 1 

diabetes. Recently, Jay has received an international Juvenile 

Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) Post Doctoral Fellowship 

award in diabetic nephropathy. This award will provide him with 

the opportunity to explore new horizons and to better 

understanding of the pathophysiological role of Nox5, a relatively 

invalidated Nox isoform only present in humans and to compare to 

Nox4, an isoform already validated to be relevant to diabetic 

kidney disease. Furthermore, this award will also allow Jay to 

pursue a more independent research career and supervise higher 

degree research students and to provide them mentorship. The 

security provided by this award will allow Jay to participate in 

scientific meetings and to develop further collaborations with 

national and international leaders in his field of research. Jay’s 

ambition is to establish a research career that is focused on 

discovering new avenues for therapeutic intervention that delay or 

arrest end stage renal failure in diabetes
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Bilardi J, Walker S, Mooney-Somers J, Temple-Smith M, McNair R, Bellhouse C, Fairley C, Chen M, 

Bradshaw C. Women’s views and experiences of the triggers for onset of bacterial vaginosis and 

exacerbating factors associated with recurrence. PLoS ONE. 2016; 11(3): e0150272. 

Chow EPF, Dutt K, Fehler G, Denham I, Chen MY, Batrouney C, Peel J, Read TRH, Bradshaw CS, 

Fairley CK. Duration of syphilis symptoms at presentations in men who have sex with men in Australia: 

are current public health campaigns effective? Epidemiology and Infection. 2016; 144(01): 113-122.

Chow EPF, Camilleri S, Ward C, Huffam S, Chen MY, Bradshaw CS, Fairley CK. Duration of 

gonorrhoea and chlamydia infection at the pharynx and rectum among men who have sex with men: a 

systematic review. Sexual Health. 2016. [Epub ahead 18 Feb].

Chow EPF, Cornelisse VJ, Read TRH, Lee D, Walker S, Hocking JS, Chen MY, Bradshaw CS, Fairley 

CK. Saliva use as a lubricant for anal sex is a risk factor for rectal gonorrhoea among men who have 

sex with men, a new public health message: a cross-sectional survey. Sexually Transmitted 

Infections. 2016.  [Epub ahead 3 Mar].

Gray LR, On H, Roberts E, Lu HK, Moso MA, Raison J, Papaioannou C, Cheng W, Ellett AM, 

Jacobson JC, Purcell DFJ, Wesselingh SL, Gorry PR, Lewin SR, Churchill MJ. Toxicity and in vivo 

activity of HIV-1 latency reversing agents in primary CNS cells. Journal of Neurovirology. 2016. 

[Epub ahead 4 Jan]

Gray LR, Brew BJ, Churchill MJ. Strategies to target HIV-1 in the CNS. Current Opinions in HIV and 

AIDS. 2016. [Epub ahead 2 Mar].

Mannion PK, Fairley CK, Fehler G, Tabrizi SN, Tan WS, Chen MY, Bradshaw CS, Chow EPF. Trends 

in gonorrhoea positivity by nucleic acid amplification test versus culture among Australian heterosexual 

men with a low-prevalence of gonorrhoea, 2007-2014. Sexually Transmitted Infections. 2016. [Epub 

ahead 17 Feb].

Rasmiena AA, Barlow CK, Ng TW, Tull D, Meikle PJ. High density lipoprotein efficiently accepts 

surface but not internal oxidised lipids from oxidised low density lipoprotein. Biochim Biophys Acta. 

2016; 1861(2): 69-77.

So JLT, Chow EPF, Cattermole GN, Graham CA, Rainer TH. A comparison of the performance of 

different age-based paediatric weight estimation formulae in Hong Kong children. Hong Kong Journal 

of Emergency Medicine. 2016; 23(1): 3-12. 

Su S, Chow EPF, Muessig KE, Yuan L, Tucker JD, Zhang X, Rien J, Fairley CK, Jing J, Zhang L. 

Sustaining high prevalence of viral hepatitis and sexually transmissible infections among female sex 

workers in China: a systematic review and meta-analysis. BMC Infectious Diseases. 2016; 16:2. 

Jha JC, Banal C, Chow BS, Cooper ME, Jandeleit-Dahm KA. Diabetes and kidney disease: Role of 

oxidative stress. Antioxid Redox Signal. 2016. [Epub ahead 24 Feb] 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0150272
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10043900&fileId=S0950268815001168
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26886136
http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/03/03/sextrans-2015-052502.abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26727904
http://journals.lww.com/co-hivandaids/Abstract/publishahead/Strategies_to_target_HIV_1_in_the_central_nervous.99479.aspx
http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/02/17/sextrans-2015-052246?papetoc
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1388198115001985
http://www.hkjem.com/sites/default/files/p03-12.pdf
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-015-1322-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26906673
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2016 Subcommittees

Mentorship Program 

Lachlan Gray (Burnet)

Sarah Charnaud (Burnet)

Carolina Weller (Monash SPHPM)

Justin Chen (Baker IDI)

Jessica Morison (Monash SPHPM)

Riya Palchaudhuri (Burnet)

Newsletter Editors & EMCR Website 

Eric Chow (Alfred Health)

Leah Kivivali (Monash SPHM)

EMCR AMREP Conference 

Haloom Rafehi (Co-chair, Baker IDI)

Julia Gilmartin (Co-chair Monash SPHPM)

Emma Gearon (Baker IDI)

Thomas Angelovich (Burnet)

Karen Alt (Monash CCS)

Riya Palchaudhuri (Burnet)

Caroline Gurvich (Monash CCS)

Irene Bobevski (Monash SPHPM)

Thomas Bonnard (Monash CCS)

Jessica Anania (Burnet)

Jade Bilardi (Monash CCS)

Collaborative Seed Grants 

Jennifer Pilgrim (Monash SPHPM)

Ollie Black (Monash SPHPM)

Nupur Nag (Monash SPHPM)

Jade Bilardi (Monash CCS)

EMCR Best Paper Awards

Leah Kivivali (Monash SPHPM)

Laura Anderson (Monash SPHPM)

Lachlan Gray (Burnet)

Tope Adepoyibi (Burnet)


