
Can't see images? Click here...

News

Welcoming our new Director

We are delighted to announce the appointment of our new

Director of the Castan Centre for Human Rights Law, Prof

The Honourable Kevin Bell AM QC, who joins the Faculty of

Law at Monash University as a Professor of Practice.

His Honour is a former Justice of the Supreme Court of

Victoria (2005-2020), a leading human rights jurist and a

long-term supporter of the Castan Centre. He retired from

the Court on 12 March 2020 to devote himself to the Castan

Centre, and the promotion and development of international

human rights law and human rights education, especially in

Australia and the Asian region. 

Read Justice Bell's message to our followers here . To learn more about Professor Bell's

contribution to the Supreme Court  and the legal community you can watch the Supreme

Court farewell for Justice Bell, or read his full retirement speech here. Learn more...

Welcoming New Associates

The Castan Centre continues to grow each year. In 2019 and 2020, we have proudly

welcomed our newest Associates, Dr. Yee-Fui Ng, Dr. Amber Tan, Professor Moira Paterson

and Associate Professor Normann Witzleb to the Castan Centre team. They have hit the

ground running, contributing to major Castan Centre projects such as the issues paper on

Artificial Intelligence, prepared for the Australian Government Attorney-General's Department,

and supporting the development of the Castan Centre’s future human rights policy

clinic. Learn more...
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Castan Centre Projects

Teaching Business and Human Rights in
Prato

In January 2020, Castan Centre academics, Professor

Sarah Joseph and Dr Joanna Kyriakakis, convened a

special workshop of 14 international experts to discuss

recent issues in Business and Human Rights.

Held at the Monash University Prato campus in Italy, discussions focused upon the degree to

which legal norms have emerged that bind businesses to respect human rights in their

business activities. We were thrilled to welcome academics specialising in human rights,

corporate law, corporate crime and complicity; legal practitioners at the forefront of recent

corporate human rights litigation in the UK, Europe and North America; as well as members of

UN agencies working on  business and human rights issues.

Northern Territory Emergency Response
Evaluation

We are vocal advocates for the rights of Indigenous

Australians. The Castan Centre has this year published

our updated 'Northern Territory Intervention Evaluation

Report'. The Report examines the Intervention and

status of the Closing the Gap targets in the Northern

Territory and highlights a 'continuing lack of respect for

human rights'.  Lead Researcher Dr Stephen Gray was interviewed by the Central Australian

Aboriginal Media Association regarding the lack of improvements in relation to Indigenous

incarceration rates. Incarceration rates continued to score 0/10 in our Evaluation - a decade

after the NT Intervention. Read the full report here.  

Reproductive Rights

We remain on the frontlines of the fight to promote

reproductive rights for women in Australia.

Last year, we appeared as a ‘friend of the court’ at the

High Court of Australia to promote the legality of ‘safe

access zones’ around abortion healthcare clinics. The Castan Centre's Dr Ronli Sifris, Dr

Tania Penovic and Dr Caroline Henckels authored the amicus brief to the court. Our

submission was cited in the landmark High Court judgment (Clubb v Edwards & Anor ) which
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Human Rights and COVID-19 in Australia

Last week we were proud to launch 'Human Rights and COVID-19 in Australia', which is a

series of authored by our very own Director, Prof Kevin Bell AM QC.

In Part I of the series, released last Tuesday, our Director discusses the human rights

impacted by the pandemic - and why they should matter to us all. Read Part I here.

Parts II, III and IV, due to be released soon, will examine government responses to COVID-19

which limit human rights; how the pandemic is impacting vulnerable groups in Australia, and

the avenues for government accountability as they currently are - and as they could be. 

validated safe access zone laws in Victoria and Tasmania. 

Our work continues to contribute to the debate on reproductive rights around the country and

abroad. Dr Ronli Sifris and Dr Tania Penovic have continued to tirelessly promote the legality

of safe access zones, authoring submissions  to the South Australia Law Reform Institute, the

Western Australia Department of Health and the Abortion Legislation Committee of the New

Zealand Parliament. We are proud to report that our submissions have recently been cited by

the South Australia Law Reform Institute  and the Western Australia Department of Health  in

their proposals for law reform in those States.

Climate Change, Justice and Accountability

We are excited to announce a new Castan Centre

project led by Dr Joanna Kyriakakis and Dr Maria

O’Sullivan, exploring Climate Change, Justice and

Accountability. 

Our team is analysing the relationship between

international human rights norms and climate change, and investigating critical human rights

considerations, including state accountability for climate change, and the rights of climate

refugees. We are proud to bring the Centre’s research expertise to this rapidly emerging field

and to advocate for the centrality of human rights in the fight against climate change.

Policy
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Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram to be notified as we release each

instalment in this series.

Human Rights in the Age of COVID: New
Challenges, Old Solutions?

In March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared

the outbreak of COVID-19 a 'global pandemic' and called

for urgent government action to stop the spread of the

virus. The outbreak, and responses to it, have tested

Australian society, and our human rights protections.

Dr Maria O'Sullivan has written an article on the new challenges COVID-19 poses for human

rights law in the country, with a particular focus on the privacy and surveillance concerns

arising from the Australian Government's 'Coronavirus Australia' app. Read the full article

here. 

Protest during the pandemic: an 'essential'
right that should be protected?

The outbreak of COVID-19 has seen governments

restrict many freedoms. In response, protests are

erupting worldwide, as individuals and groups call for

restrictions to be eased and the rights of vulnerable

groups to be protected. Protest is one of the most important ways we can express

disagreement with government action. But can we protest during COVID-19?

Dr Maria O'Sullivan has explored protest rights in Australia, what is at stake when protests are

disallowed, and the viability of 'virtual' or online protests in the digital age. Read the full article

here.

Explainer: what are the laws mandating self-
isolation and how will they be enforced?

The outbreak of COVID-19 saw Australian jurisdictions

adopt laws mandating 'self-isolation' to reduce the

spread of the virus. The introduction of these laws

around the country raises important questions about

how the mandates are to be administered and enforced. 

Dr Maria O'Sullivan has examined the complex patchwork of state and federal laws that grant

governments broad powers in public health emergencies. Read the full article here. 

Religious Discrimination Bill

We believe that the proposed Religious Discrimination

Bill stands to do more harm than good. In 2020, our

religious freedoms and constitutional law experts have

put pressure on the Australian Government to recognise

the Bill’s critical deficiencies, and the dangers they pose
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Following Feeling: The Emotional Politics of LGBTI Rights and Law Reform

In March, the Castan Centre had the pleasure of hosting Dr Senthorun Raj of Keele

University. Drawing on his new book, Feeling Queer Jurisprudence , Dr Raj spoke about why

we need to take emotion seriously in our pursuits of the human rights of the LGBTIQ+

to the rights of women, the LGBTIQ+ community, and even religious groups themselves.

Submissions and articles by Associate Professor Luke Beck have appeared and been cited in

the Sydney Morning Herald, the Guardian, the Conversation, the Economist and more. Read

his articles on 'How the Religious Discrimination Bill Backfires on Christians'  and his call for

the bill to be Fixed - or Ditched Altogether. 

Legal Identity and the Love Case: The High
Court Rules Indigenous People Cannot be
Deported as Aliens

In February this year, the High Court handed down an

important judgement on the question of whether

Aboriginal Australians can be deported from the country

if they are not legal citizens.

Dr Melissa Castan, along with Human Rights '19 speaker Dr Kate Galloway, investigated the

impact of this judgement on Indigenous Australians, and the implications of the decision on

future cases. Read the full article here.  

Publications and Other Activities by the
Castan Centre Team

As always, our staff have been working incredibly hard

investigating a number of critical legal and human

rights issues. Check out the full list of activities and

publications by our team to learn more. 

Public Education

https://castancentre.com/2020/02/24/religious-discrimination-bill-backfires-on-christians/
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https://www.routledge.com/Feeling-Queer-Jurisprudence-Injury-Intimacy-Identity/Raj/p/book/9780815356509


community. He raised important questions regarding emotion and the law, such as why do

courts turn to love when dealing with relationship recognition? What can anger achieve in law

reform designed to address discrimination? How does disgust regulate sexual practices?

Dr Raj went on to discuss how movements for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and

intersex (LGBTI) justice and equality generate emotion, particularly among the scholars,

activists, lawyers, and judges who participate in them. These individuals need to focus on

feelings if they are to better understand, and improve upon, legal interventions aimed at

progressing the human rights of LGBTI people.

Emotion - he concluded - is not “queer” to the law, but is central to its very existence. Watch

the full event here.

Postponed: Law Making and Human Rights

In March, we made the difficult decision to postpone the

launch event for 'Law Making and Human Rights: Executive

and Parliamentary Scrutiny Across Australian Jurisdictions',

edited by our Deputy Director Julie Debeljak and Associate

Professor Laura Grenfell, due to the outbreak of COVID-19.

The event was set to feature two leading figures from the

Victorian legal community, Attorney-General Jill Hennessy and Professor the Honourable

Marilyn Warren AC QC, as they discussed the role of the executive and parliament in making

law within a human rights framework. 

The event was fully subscribed within two days, with a substantial waiting list. Recognising

the immense interest in the event, and the importance of exploring executive and

parliamentary scrutiny of human rights in law-making  - particularly given the current context of

COVID-19 - we plan to reschedule this event. In the interest of the health and wellbeing of our

community, the event will take place once isolation/social distancing restrictions are lifted.

Learn more...

Postponed: Castan Centre Conference

The outbreak of COVID-19 is having a profound impact on

everyone’s personal and professional lives, our families and

friends, and the wider community. Our key priority remains

the health and wellbeing of our community. 

After serious consideration, we have made the difficult

decision to postpone the 2020 Castan Centre Annual

Human Rights Conference. The conference will now be

held on Friday 27 November 2020. Through these difficult times, we thank you for your

continued and valued support. Learn more... 

Student Programs

Castan Centre In-house Internship
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In 2020, we were pleased to continue our In-house Internship program, welcoming Brianna

Cox, Celeste Rebbechi, Lachlan Cameron and Zoë Tripovich to the Castan Centre team for

Semester One. 

The program provides Monash Law students the opportunity to join the Castan Centre team

on a part-time basis throughout the semester to assist us with our policy and public education

projects. To prioritise the safety of our students and staff during the COVID-19 outbreak, the

internship is currently being delivered online. Our interns have adapted wonderfully to this new

delivery format, and continue to produce high quality research to advance Centre's many

human rights projects. 

Castan Centre Human Rights Clinic

The Castan Centre’s innovative approach to public

engagement and passion for human rights is redefining

how academic institutions can create important and

lasting change. In 2020, we are excited to add the new

Castan Centre Human Rights Policy Clinic to our

student programs.

The program will provide future students the opportunity to gain practical experience in human

rights, and to develop critical skills essential to work in the human rights sector.  Our students

will work directly with external clients, on policy and advocacy projects with real-world impact.

Projects may involve drafting submissions to parliamentary enquiries and UN Treaty bodies.

Through this program, we will support the next generation of human rights lawyers, strengthen

the Australian human rights community, and further the protection and promotion of human

rights.

Global Internship 2019/2020

In 2019/2020, we were proud to continue the Castan

Centre Global Internship Program, which saw our

interns Mary O’Callaghan and Nicholas Bugeja travel

abroad to work with the International Women's Rights

Action Watch - Asia Pacific, and the Southern Africa

Litigation Centre respectively. 

Both have had incredible experiences overseas, and have shared them on our Castan Centre

Global Interns Blog (see below). A special thank you to the Chestnut Foundation and Michael

and Sylvia Kantor for their continuing support of this program.

https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/for-students/global-internship
https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/for-students/global-internship
https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/for-students/global-internship/past-global-interns/mary-ocallaghan-iwraw-ap
https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/for-students/global-internship/past-global-interns/nicholas-bugeja-salc
https://www.iwraw-ap.org/
https://www.southernafricalitigationcentre.org/
https://castanglobalinterns.wordpress.com/
https://castanglobalinterns.wordpress.com/2020/01/28/cedaw-macroeconomics-and-log-frames-oh-my/


CEDAW, Macroeconomics and Log Frames,
Oh My!

The first month and a half of my internship in Kuala

Lumpur at International Women’s Rights Action Watch

– Asia Pacific (IWRAW AP) has been marked by a

complete immersion into the global feminist movement

and has allowed me to gain a greater understanding of

IWRAW AP’s role within it. Continue reading...

Litigating for change: Protecting human
rights in Southern Africa

11 February, 2020, marked the 30th anniversary of the

historic day on which South African freedom fighter

and future statesman Nelson Mandela was finally

released from prison, following 27 gruelling years

incarcerated by the racist, morally-bankrupt Apartheid

regime. That image of Mandela, hands raised, a smile beaming on his face, will forever

remain in South African, and global, memory. Continue reading...

The Law and Its Defenders

Loujain al-Hathloul is a women’s human rights defender

who has been instrumental in the movement to allow

women to drive and to end male guardianship laws in

Saudi Arabia. At the 69th CEDAW Session, in February

2018, Loujain briefed the CEDAW Committee on the

women’s rights situation in Saudi Arabia. Not two

months later, Loujain was abducted in the United Arab Emirates, brought to Saudi Arabia

against her will, and arbitrarily detained. Continue reading... 

Support Us
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Donate

Castan Centre for Human Rights Law

15 Ancora Imparo Way, Monash University,
Wellington Road, Clayton, Victoria 3800.

+61 3 9905 3327
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