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WELCOME TO THE TEAM.. JACQUI AMADI
Welcome to one of the newest
members of the STAREE family,
Jacqui Amadi. Jacqui is now
working as one of our amazing
field officers, based in Brisbane,
conducting appointments with
our local participants. Jacqui has
a background in psychology and
has previously worked on other
clinical trials. In her spare time
she loves to travel, read and
watch movies.
"I joined STAREE because I'm interested in preventative medicine,
especially focusing on older adults. I have previously worked with
older adults and it is something I really enjoy, so I look forward to
getting out there and meeting all of the STAREE participants."

IN MAY, STAREE
RECRUITED
ITS 8000TH
PARTICIPANT!

STAREE
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STAREE AIMS
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PARTICIPANTS
AUSTRALIA WIDE BY
2022

If you live in Brisbane, or the surrounds, please look out for Jacqui
and join us in welcoming her to the team!

MEET THE PARTICIPANTS: NANCY WHITTAKER, 81
Whoever said retirement was boring obviously hasn't met STAREE participant Nancy Whittaker. Prior to her retirement
to Maldon, Nancy had an extensive career in the Arts, including being a commercial artist; working as an art teacher in
Australia, Papua New Guinea, Great Britain, and Canada; lecturing in Art Education at Madang Teachers’ College and
Melbourne University; working with the Ministry of Education and finally ending her professional career as an Extension
Education Officer in Victoria.
But Nancy was not letting retirement slow her down. Nancy was the
Coordinator of the Maldon Visitor Information Centre for seven
years and concurrently co-editor of ‘The Tarrangower
Times’. Currently, Nancy is Secretary of the Maldon Movies Film
Society (Maldon Golden Movies – MGM), writes a regular article
called ‘Arts About’ for the local paper and, for the last 8 years, has
been a presenter as part of the ‘In Maldon Today’ (IMT) team on
MAINfm 94.9.
Nancy says she joined STAREE in 2017 “because it seemed like a
good way to help medical research”. Thank you Nancy, for your
contribution to STAREE so far and we look forward to seeing what
other ventures you pursue in the future.

Nancy (centre) with the IMT team

Do not miss out on any study updates, visit the STAREE website today for all the news
and up-to-date information regarding the STAREE study. www.staree.org.au
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STAREE MEETS MALVERN EAST PROBUS CLUB
On April 7th, STAREE was pleased to meet the lovely people of the Malvern
East Probus Club. It was a thrill to discuss STAREE with the local community and
answer any questions they had regarding clinical trials. We were also delighted
to see some familiar faces, such as STAREE participant Graeme Barnard, who
has been part of STAREE for over 5 years. Thank you Malvern East Probus Club
for your great questions and for sharing a cuppa and hot cross bun with us.
Interested in having STAREE at an upcoming event? Call us on 1800 770 664
or email staree@monash.edu
Pictured: Simone Spark (STAREE Senior Clinical Trials Manager) and Lucy Boorn
(STAREE Senior Clinical liaison Manager) with Graeme Barnard and Neil Greenhill of
the Malvern East Probus Club.

COULD STATINS BE THE KEY TO SAVING THE TASMANIAN DEVIL?
Devil facial tumour disease (DFTD) is a fatal, aggressive form of transmissible
cancer which has resulted in a significant drop in the Tasmanian devil population
since the mid-1990s. But new hope has come in the form of a very familiar drug..
statins. A recent study, lead by Dr Manuel A. Fernández-Rojo and Dr Maria
Ikonomopoulou, has found that statins could help delay the spread of DFTD and
may help protect the endangered Australian marsupials from extinction.
“We know statins work on tumour cells in lab experiments, so we now want to
expand our study of the drugs in stopping the spread of cancer tumours,” Dr
Ikonomopoulou said.
The researches also believe that the findings may have implications for malignant
and highly aggressive cancers in humans.
This study was conducted at QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute in
Brisbane, renamed in 2013 after Clive Berghofer who happens to be one of our
beloved STAREE participants.
For more information visit www.qimrberghofer.edu.au/media-releases/statinscould-be-key-to-saving-tasmanian-devils/

This public health study has been
funded by the Australian National
Health and Medical Research Council
and Heart Foundation.
For more information, contact us
Telephone 1800 770 664
Email staree@monash.edu
Website https://www.staree.org.au/

Dr Manuel A. Fernández-Rojo and Dr
Maria Ikonomopoulou (supplied: Save
The Tasmanian Devil Program)

