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COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS MAKE HEADWAY

A report by the Vicechancellor, Dr. Matheson, on recommendations of the Commission on University Affairs has
been adopted by Council.

Dr. Matheson made "observations and recommendations" to Council on points raised by the Commission.

He reported that several of the Commission's recommendations, especially on student participation in University
governance, had already been implemented.

Council has set up a committee to hear a submission on the Commission from two student members of the Commi-
ssion. The meeting will be held on Monday, December 7.

The whole question of the Commission is still before the University and more recommendations and proposals
could be adopted.

Dr. Matheson reported to Council that Faculties which had not made provision for student membership should
be acted to do so.

``Departments which do not already do so, should now be formally asked by Council to ensure that the student

voice can be heard at departmental meetings," Dr. Matheson said.

The Professorial Board has agreed that it. should have two elected student members, and one member of non-
professorial staff from each Faculty.

But Dr. Matheson said that Council and the Professorial Board were `lrery reluctant indeed" to accede to the proposi-
tion that "Council, Professorial Board and Faculty meetings should be open to interested members of the university to
attend.„

Faculties were divided on this question, Dr. Matheson said, and it was suggested that Faculty boards should be in-
vited to experiment before taking firm decisions.

Teaching methods
Dr. Matheson told Council he was investigating the possibhity of producing an official broadsheet which would

announce Professorial, Council  and Faculty meetings to be held in the following fortnight and their agenda.

This could create the opportunity for interested persons to make submissions and representations on specific subjects.

Dr. Matheson said that adequate finance and every encouragement should be given to the University's Higher Educa-
tion Research Unit to improve educational teaching methods.

It was not universally agreed that the appointment of education officers to assist university staff in their teaching
and to undertake relevant research "was the best way of achieving the desired result," Dr. Matheson reported.

He suggested that Council should enjoin Faculties and Departments to set up education committees on an experi-
mental basis and report back to the Professorial Board after a year's experience.

These committees, which would include student representation, would help formulate the aims and structures of
`    courses and topics within individual subjects.

The Comnrission suggested that Faculties should provide greater freedom of subject and course selection, but Dr.
Matheson pointed out that there were statutory requirements which linit their course of action.

Room for inprovement
However Dr. Matheson agreed with the Commission that "there does seem to be some room for improvement" in

Faculties making aware to students the relationship of their subjects to society.
"Council might well ask Faculties to report on how they propose to meet this need which so many people believe to

be of urgent inportance," Dr. Matheson said.

Council could also ask Departments, Dr. Matheson said, about the present and proposed situation regarding the
membership and voting rights at Departmental meetings.

Some individual Departments had already reconsidered th6 Commission recommendation on this situation.

Dr. Matheson said everyone agreed with the Commission that high priority should be given to providing sufficient
administrative assistance to enable Chairmen of Departments and other professors to concentrate on their academic duties.

Many Faculties had started to broaden their membership to include teaching fellows and senior teaching fellows as
the Commission had suggested, Dr. Matheson told Council.

ArtsandEngineefingalreadyfollowedthepracticeofhavingageneralFacultymeetingonceeachtermwithareport
from the Dean, but Arts had had a "poorish attendance" at these meetings.

"The general feeling seems to be that the present provision, whereby a fun meeting of a Faculty can be convened if

sufficient members so desire, seems to be adequate," Dr. Matheson said.
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THREE NEW CHAIRS FILLED
Monash has recently made appointments to three new Chairs.

Associate Professor Karol Morsztyn has been appointed to a second Chair in the Department of Electrical Engineering.

Professor Francois Van Leere, aged 36, at present a lecturer in Romance Philology at the University of Brussels, has
been appointed to a second Chair of French.

Mr. R. W. Cumming, at present Reader in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Melbourne, has been app.ointed
to a second Chair of Psychology.

COUNCIL ADOPTS A.U.C. SUBMISSION
Council has adopted a submission to the Australian Universities Commission for the  1973-75 Trienhium.

The submission says that by the end of the current triennium most of the features envisaged by the Monash Interim
Council will have been brought into existence.

The submission goes on to state that the University believes that the major development in the next decade should
be in the area of postgraduate education, partly - but not exclusively - along existing lines.

In addition, there should be shorter courses at various levels including some, such as refresher courses, that are per-
haps not strictly postgraduate but which are certainly of university standard and which make use of staff and.facilities that
only a university possesses.

The aim of the whole plan, the submission says, is to shift the growth of the University from the undergraduate area
to the graduate.

It is not intended, however, that the numbers of Ph.D. students should expand excessively; on the contrary it is
believed that the great need will lie in the continuing education of graduates in practice, whether for master's degrees by
course work or for short courses at various levels of intellectual achievement.

The proposed developments .come under three main headings and are given a measure of priority by the categories
„A" or "8".

1.       NEW DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN FACULTIES

Department of Visual Arts (Faculty of Arts)

Department of Archaeology (Faculty of Arts)

Centre of General and Comparative Literature (Faculty of Arts)

Business Research Centre (Faculty of Economics and Politics)

Graduate Library in the Faculty of Economics and Politics

Diploma in Teaching of English as a Foreign Language (Faculty of
Education)

Legal Research and Law Reform Centre (Faculty of Law)

Centre of Astronomical  Sciences (Faculty of Science)

2.        INTER-FACULTY CENTRES

Centre of Continuing Education

Centre of Environmental Studies

Centre of Crilninology

Centre of Materials Science

Centre of Neuroscience

3.       MISCELLANEOUS DEVELOPMENTS

School of Librarianship (A)
Higher Education Research Unit and the appoint-

ment of Education officers within Faculties            (A)

The submission notes that three new Departments have already been accepted by the A.U.C., but have been delayed.
A Department of Islamic Studies is waiting on the availability of a Chair; a Department of pharmacology has been delayed
by lack of accommodation; and a Department of Earth Sciences has been delayed by discussions on accommodation, but
a building will be provided during this Triennium.

The submission states that, as a matter of urgency, strong financial support must be given to the Library, and also
declares that greater provision is needed to replace obsolete equipment.

NEW FACES AT THE HALLS
Dr. M. C. Knowles, a lecturer in the Department of Economics, has been appointed Warden of Farrer Hall following

the resignation of Associate Professor M. G. A. Wilson.

Dr. Knowles, 34, a State Rugby player in Queensland, will take up his duties early in the new year.

Dr. J. R. Lawry, 38, a senior lecturer in education at Monash since  1967, has been appointed the first Warden of
Roberts Hall, which is expected to be completed in late April next year.
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