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Abstract of Suelzle, B. P. An Evaluation of Two Recent Theories Concerning the 

Narmer Palette. 

The Narmer Palette is one of the most significant and controversial of the 
decorated artefacts that have been recovered from the Egyptian 
Protodynastic period. 

This article evaluates the arguments of Alan R. Schulman and Jan Assmann, 
when these arguments dwell on the possible historicity of the palette's 
decorative features. These two arguments shall be placed in a theoretical 
continuum. This continuum ranges from an almost total acceptance of the 
historical reality of the scenes depicted upon the Narmer Palette to an almost 
total rejection of an historical event or events that took place at the end of 
the Naqada IIIC1 period (3100-3000 BCE) and which could have formed the 
basis for the creation of the same scenes. I have adopted this 
methodological approach in order to establish whether the arguments of 
Assmann and Schulman have any theoretical similarities that can be used to 
locate more accurately the palette in its appropriate historical and ideological 
context. Five other decorated stone artefacts from the Protodynastic period 
will also be examined in order to provide historical comparisons between 
iconography from slightly earlier periods of Egyptian history and the scenes 
of royal violence found upon the Narmer Palette. 

	
  


