
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Degree proves a fine 
conduit to plum job 
 
 

Alex Kua 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
Chemistry, BEng 

Year of Graduation: 2010 

Job: Process and Equipment Engineer at 
Micron Semiconductors, SIngapore 

Career: First job at Micron Semiconductors 

Reflection:  “The main thing about Science is 
that it taught me to be a critical thinker and to 
solve problems.” 

 
“It was a very good job for a 
fresh graduate.” 

 

Alex Kua had two experiences that prepared him for 

life as an undergraduate at Monash’s Clayton campus 

– he’d studied chemistry at a polytechnic in his home 

country Singapore, and he spent two years in the 

national service. 

“National service taught you a bit about life – it 

focussed you on what you were doing,” says Kua.  

Kua is also independent in nature, which helped. 

First experience in a new country 

“It was my first time in another country, studying and 

everything else, making friends – everything started 

from scratch – but I didn’t have too hard a time 

adjusting,” he says. 

Kua lived in halls in the four years he was at Monash 

studying science and engineering and says he enjoyed 

campus life – mingling with the local and foreign 

students and playing soccer – and Melbourne’s coffee 

culture. Studying science at Monash taught you how to 

be critical and think for yourself,” he says.     

“You’re asked to think outside the box to solve 

problems.” 

This approach to thinking helped considerably later 

when Kua was offered a job outside his ambit. 

He graduated in 2010 with a double degree in science, 

majoring in chemistry, and engineering, imagining that 

he would have a career in chemical engineering. 

Kua returned to Singapore after graduating and, after a 

three-month stint looking for employment, was 

approached by Micron Semiconductors and offered a 

job as a process and equipment engineer. 

Irresistible job offer 

Micron Semiconductors is one of the world’s leading 

semi-conductor companies, producing memory for 

smart phones, computers and electronics.  

The position Kua was offered involved looking at data, 

reacting to process deviations and overseeing the 

quality of the product. “It wasn’t a typical career for a  

chemical engineer!” says Kua. “But it was a very good 

job for a fresh graduate.” 

Ideas help improve quality 

Kua adapted to the role well. “The same principles as 

chemistry allowed me to understand these processes 

better.” 

He says he’s proud that he’s been able to implement 

some ideas of his own to help improve quality. 

Kua looks back on his time at Monash fondly and says 

he retains his love of science and still follows 

developments and scientific advances.  

 


