
Critical Learning Analysis - Guidelines 
This assessment is a critical analysis of an important development in the student’s learning. The 
student must identify the event in which this learning occurred. It could be an insight gained from: 

● direct social work practice  
● an ethical concern/dilemma 
● an interaction with or observation of a colleague 
● a piece of work the student found demanding in terms of skills/knowledge/ethics 
● an insight gained in relation to social work knowledge/practice/theory 
● an instance of learning/professional development which resulted from an error you made  

 
The final analysis must clearly demonstrate the application of critical thinking skills and the student’s 
ability to apply theory to practice. 
 
The student should write an: 
Introduction: Briefly describe the critical learning event (the type of agency, people involved, what 
happened) 
Body: Critically analyse why the event was critical to their learning and development: What did they 
learn about: 

• social work profession (e.g. task, roles, values & ethics) 
• themselves as social work students 
• the ways in which social work theories informed the student’s practice or influenced your 

understanding 
Conclusion: How did the event impact on the student’s approach to social work practice? 
 
Note: In planning this assignment, students should give some thought to how many words will be 
allocated to each section. The assignment provides an opportunity to demonstrate the student’s 
learning and professional development on placement and it is therefore expected that section 2 
should be as detailed as possible. 
Word Limit:   1000 words 
Academic References:  min. 4   
Submission Date:   Around day 35   
Format:    Students need to include full name, unit code, assessment name  
    placement agency - this can be included on a title page or 
     header. 
 
Submission Procedure: 

1. Send draft to University Contact (Liaison) for detailed feedback. 
2. Seek clarification (if applicable) and incorporate feedback from University Contact 

(Liaison).  
3. Once all changes are agreed upon and incorporated, upload copy of the analysis to 

Moodle via the drop box in the assessment section.  
 
 
 
 



Assessment Criteria: 
The case study will be assessed on a pass / fail basis. This decision will be based on the following 
criteria: 

● The student is able to link theory to practice 
● The student can describe their placement agency and associated projects, policies or 

research in a clear, succinct but in-depth manner 
● The student can use critical thinking to reflect on their own and others’ practice in a 

supervised professional practice setting 
● The student can clearly articulate their ideas, using appropriate register, grammar and lay 

out conventions (e.g. use of subheadings). 
 


	Critical Learning Analysis - Guidelines

