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Report on research and restoration activities

Season 2005

• Research and excavation in al-Qasr.
• Conservation, restoration and reconstruction of
    private houses in al-Qasr.

The fourth season of the Qasr Dakhleh Project (QPD) again has been successful.

Administrative matters with the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) were fast and effi-

ciently finalised and work could start immediately after the al-`Id al-Kabir on January 25th.

The progress of the reconstruction of Bayt al-Qurashi was much advanced by the start of

the necessary production of mud bricks two weeks before the proper work started.

In the 2005 season the activities again consisted of two distinct, but not completely

separate parts. The research activities, which included excavation, were mainly funded by

the University of Groningen, and for the restoration and reconstruction activities an im-

portant contribution was received from the Netherlands Embassy in Cairo. Also from the

contributions from Vodafone Egypt to the DOP part of the costs of the QDP were paid. All

these contributions are very gratefully acknowledged.

Research

The research consisted of two more or less complementary parts: the study of the

history of the two houses chosen for restoration and/or reconstruction and the study of

earlier habitation.

Further clearing of Bayt al-Qurashi and surroundings and connected finds

In the 2005 the research on the history of habitation of Bayt al-Qurashi, the col-

lapsed building adjacent to Bayt al-Qadi’s southern wall was completed. The clearing of

this house had started in 2003 and had to be continued in 2004 in order to make its recon-

struction possible. For this season only the rooms BQur 8b and BQur 10 a&b (see plan of



2

fig. 1) were left. In the process of clearing out these rooms it became clear that also room

BQur 11 with its elevated part BQur 111 belonged to Bayt al-Qurashi.  They were also

cleared out. All these rooms did have the same lowered floor level as was found last sea-

son for the rooms BQur 7, BQur 8a&b and BQur 9, i.e. about 70 centimetres lower than the

rest of Bayt al-Qurashi. The lower floor level of BQur 7, BQur 8a&b, BQur 9, BQur 10a&b

and BQur 11 leads to the assumption that originally they did not belong to the Bayt al-

Qurashi complex, but were annexed at a later stage. Its precise history, however, could not

be established. On the other hand, the room east of BQur 10a appeared to belong to Bayt

al-Qadi. This room, BQad 9, was in all probability nothing more than an unroofed exten-

sion of Bayt al-Qadi.

The carefully executed clearing out again resulted in the discovery of important ob-

jects and documents. Especially in the rooms BQur 10b and BQur 11 & 111 an unexpectedly

1. Plan and room numbering of the first floor of BQad, BQur and BAlUth..

large number of docu-

ments and fragments of

documents came to light;

more than a hundred.

At the beginning of the

2005 season we found

that some already parti-

ally collapsed rooms to

the northeast of Bayt al-

Qadi had collapsed fur-

ther after the 2004 season.

These rooms, BAlUth 1 to

4, which belong to the

Bayt Al `Uthman, also

have been cleared out to

make  the   reconstruction

of the connecting walls with Bayt al-Qadi possible. These connecting walls are important

for the stability of the northern wall of Bayt al-Qadi. Important or interesting finds were

not made in these rooms. In fact, they were not to be expected, because the first collapse of

these rooms dates from after 1979 (compare figs. 2 & 3).

The objects that were found in the rooms BQad 9, BQur 10b and BQur 11 are of the

same kind as those that were found during the clearing out of Bayt al-Qurashi in the 2003

and 2004 seasons, mainly pottery and other household objects.

By far the largest part of the documents and fragments of documents that were

found in BQur 8b,  BQur 10a&b and BQur 11 & 111 consist  of  handwritten texts.  The few



3

2. BAlUth, BQad and BQur in 1979. 3. BAlUth, BQad and BQur, beginning of 2005.

printed fragments appear to be fragments of 19th or early 20th century books. Te largest

group of handwritten documents consists of forty-five folded documents and more than a

hundred (partially folded)  fragments of documents  that  have  a  legal content. (fig. 4 - 7).

4. D05.013: double legal text
from 1033 AH/ 1623 AD.

5. D05.066: from 1269 AH/1852 AD.
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They contain judgements or rulings of the Shari`a court of al-Qasr

and are mostly dated. Like the similar documents that were

found in the previous two seasons they are all of a high quality

and are clearly written by experienced writers.

Most of the forty-five complete legal documents are ap-

proximately 15 – 17 cm. wide and between 35 and 45 cm. long.

Some are larger and the largest one, which also happens to be the

oldest dated document, measures approximately 21 cm. by 140

cm. This document of which apparently only a little is missing at

the beginning contains a hundred and two lines of text.

This oldest dated legal text dates from 987 AH/1579 AD

(fig. 6) and the most recent one from 1325 AH/1906 AD (fig. 7).

Thirty-seven dated legal texts date from before 1700, against only

eight of the legal documents that were found in 2004 and none in

2003. Of the thirty-six legal documents and document fragments

that date from 1098 AH/1686 AD till 1241 AD/1825 AH fourteen

have been written on the verso of other, already existing docu-

ments, but of the twenty-three documents from approximately a

century earlier, between 987 AH/1579 AD and 1090 AH/1697

AD only two. In all these cases as well as on a number of frag-

ments these appear to be separate texts that have been written on

the verso of already existing texts, because they were connected

or simply because of paper shortage.

Among the other documents and fragments of docu-

ments there are six lists or parts of lists with names and numbers

(fig. 8) of which the meaning is not yet clear, four letters or frag-

ments of letters, two fragments of a printed eschatological text,

one hijab text and eleven new fragments of the same Koranic

manuscript (fig. 9) of which a number of fragments were found in

2003 and 2004 (see p. 361 of my "Readings of the Qur'ân", Ency-

clopaedia of the Qur'ân, vol. 5, pp. 353-363, Leiden 2004).

The provenance of the paper of most documents, which

mostly is of a very good quality, in most cases cannot (yet) be es-

tablished,  but in one case there  is  a  clear  Italian watermark.

Together with the objects of a European provenance, such as

French porcelain, that were found in  the previous seasons  this is

6. D05.076: the oldest da-
ted document, a legal text
from 987 AH/1579 AD.
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another indication that al-Qasr, notwithstanding its relative isolation, entertained direct or

indirect relations with the more distant outside world. The study of the objects and docu-

ments that have been found since 2003 has begun in this season. From among the objects

priority is given to pottery and basketry and from among the documents to the old hand-

written pieces from the sixteenth to the early twentieth century.

7. D05.023c: Document frag-
ments. The topmost fragment
dates from 1325 AH/1906 AD.

8. D05.047: list.. 9. D05.073a verso: fragment of Ko-
ranic manuscript. Surat Hud (11):
65--81.

The study of the objects and their provenance will allow us to gain more insight in

the material culture and  daily life  of an extended family in al-Qasr in the beginning of the

10. Part of the discovered objects.

twentieth century. As such it will

be complementary to what is

known from, on the one hand,

travel accounts from the end of

the nineteenth and the beginning

of the twentieth century, such as

by G. Rohlfs and W.J. Harding

King and, on the other hand,

from studies of  the  present-day

material culture, such as by N.H.

Henein and F. Bliss as well as

from the living tradition in al-

Qasr.
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The for Egypt unique collection of now in total more than 120 complete, legal

documents and many fragments of legal documents which cover a period of well over

three and a half centuries is important not only for the history of the practice of Islamic law

in an isolated region, but also for the social-economic history of the Dakhla oasis. Together

with the other, magical and religious texts and naturally also the personal letters they will

provide more insight in the life of al-Qasr in Ottoman times and in the relations with the

outside world, like the rest of Egypt, the Ottoman Empire and Europe.

Document D05.066 (fig. 5) provides a good example of the information that may be

gleaned from them. In this document from 1269 AH/1852 AD the shaykhs of al-Qasr bear

witness in the presence of the qadi `Ubayd Abu Bakr al-Dinari that a certain Yusuf Abu

A`krut from Farafra who is reputed to be familiar with the route to the Bahria oases, un-

dertakes to bring some traders from al-Qasr for whom the shaykhs are guarantors back to

al-Qasr in the same year, in order to enable them to pay the money they owe to the Treas-

ury. If that would not happen the named Yusuf himself undertakes to pay the amount

due. The reason behind this undertaking apparently was the fear expressed by the shaykhs

that the traders might run away. Moreover, they state that the route to be dangerous, be-

cause the same year people had disappeared on that route.

There is another interesting aspect to this document in that it provides us with the

first example of the name of a person who is already also known from a lintel. In the lintel

QC 10 in the maqam that was erected by `Ali Mohammed Sa`d Humam in the eastern

cemetery in the year 1264 AH/1847 AD the name of the scribe of the text of the lintel is

mentioned as `Ubayd Abu Bakr al-Dinari. It is to be expected that with the ongoing study

of the documents more of such cross references will be encountered.

The documents found during this season again were rehydrated, put between glass

plates and photographed. Thus conserved these documents are now accessible for further

research.

A further visual inspection of the quarter in which Bayt al-Qadi and Bayt al-Qurashi

are situated produced an interesting discovery. In the northern wall of the quarter, above

an old door opening that largely had disappeared under the sand, part of a reused lintel

was found with its inscription side turned downward. The visible part of this inscription

was in a good state and perfectly readable. The script and the text suggest an early Otto-

man or an even earlier date (fig. 11). This lintel has the same quotation from the Koran as

QV 3 which dates from 942 AH/1535 AD (see C. Décobert & D. Gril, Linteaux à épigraphes

de l'oasis de Dakhla, Cairo 1981, pp. 2-3). This quotation from Surat Al `Imran (3): 37 does not

occur elsewhere on the know lintels from the Dakhla oasis. The mentioned patron al-qadi

Mas`ud ibn al-qadi ... does not occur in other known lintels.
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11.Composite photograph of the newly discovered lintel.

Restoration and reconstruction

The production of mud bricks on a relatively large scale could, like last year, be

started before the actual beginning of the season in order to make the restoration and re-

construction proceed as smoothly and efficiently as possible.

Bayt al-Qadi.

 The replastering of the interior of Bayt al-

Qadi that was begun during last season continued

without further problems. The third floor with the

summer bedrooms, the second floor and the first

floor were all completed. Except for room BQad 1

the ground floor was also completed. On all floors

the flooring of all the floors that were recon-

structed during previous seasons were finished off.  12. Preparing the plaster.

13. Plastering by hand. 14. Replastered wall in BQad 1 on the
first floor.

15. Finishing off of the flooring on
the top floor above BQad 5 and 6.

During the clearing of the room east of BQur 10a, which now is indicated as BQad 9,

it became clear that this was an uncovered walled space, which at a certain stage belonged

to Bayt al-Qadi. It now appears that from the rooms BQad 7a&b, BQad 8 and BQad 9,
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which all at a certain stage were joined to Bayt al-Qadi,  only BQad 7 a&b had an upper

floor. These rooms will be completed in connection with Bayt al-Qadi.

Bayt al-Qurashi.

Last season the important fundamental architec-

tural problems concerning Bayt al-Qurashi were solved.

Nevertheless, some issues of a minor order still had to be

faced. The layout of the ground floor, of course,

determines the general outlines of the upper floors, but

still a  number  of decisions,  e.g. about  window openings, 16. Wall between BQur 6 and 10a.

balconies and passages had to be taken. Moreover it appeared that some walls, notably

those between BQur 6 and BQur 10a (fig. 16) and between BQur 6 and BQur 8b, were too

derelict to restore. They were broken down partially or completely and then reconstructed.

After reconstruction of the connecting wall with BQad 7a and partial rebuilding of

the wall between BQur 4 and BQur 10a the rooms BQur 3 and BQur 4 on the ground floor

were completed. At first, a door opening was put in between BQur 4 and BQad 7a, but

closer examination revealed that originally most probably there had been no door in that

wall. Thus the connecting wall was, except for a window opening, closed again.

17. Consecutive phases in the reconstruction of BQur 2a&b, BQur 3 and BQur 4.

Then rooms BQur 2b, BQur 3 and BQur 4 were covered and the flooring of the first

floor was put on. For a safer, more solid connection with the southern wall of Bayt al-Qadi

the beams carrying the floors were put in somewhat higher than probably originally had

been the case.
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Above the door opening of BQur 4 a wooden

ventilation grid (fig. 18) was installed in a style similar

to that of the landing of the stairs that lead from BQur 6

to the first floor. In connection with the reconstruction

of the wall between BQur 6 and BQur 8b these stairs

themselves also had to be reconstructed completely.

The remains of the wall between BQur 6 and BQur 8b

did not provide clear clues as to the connection of the

stairs with the first floor of BQur 8b. Because of practi-

cal reasons it was decided that a passage from the stairs

to BQur 8b would be sensible. In view of the open con-

nection between BQur 5 and BQur 6 on the ground

floor room BQur 6 itself was left partially uncovered.
18. Ventilation grid.

From the building remains in BQur 7b it appeared that the remains of a staircase found

there were a rather recent addition. These remains were removed. Also it became clear that

originally, or at least at an earlier stage a floor of about a meter and a half wide had existed

above the entrance to the street on the same level as the intermediate floor of BQur 7b. This

19. Inner balcony in BQur 7b.. 20. Outer balcony of BQur 7a, above BQur 6.

situation was reconstructed, the floor was provided with a railing (fig. 19) and a door

opening between BQur 7a and BQur 7b leading to the thus recreated inner balcony was

put where it probably, according to remaining traces on the outer wall, had been.
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21. Windows in BQur 5 on the first
floor.

The balcony and the intermediate floor of

BQur 7a&b were covered with a floor on the same

level as the first floor of BQur 1. On this level the floor

of BQur 7a was extended eastward to form an outer

balcony above the open space of BQur 6 (fig. 20).

Rooms BQur 2a&b and BQur 5 on the first

floor were reconstructed. After consultation with the

four master craftsmen and after study of other, more

or less comparable buildings in al-Qasr it was decided

to introduce two larger windows in the southern wall

that separates BQur 5 from the open space of BQur 6

(fig. 21). These windows were executed in the same

style as the two large windows on the second floor of

Bayt al-Qadi.  Above  these three rooms flat roofs were

put. Apart from the parapet, the central part of the building was thus completed.

22. BQur 7 a&b from the southeast at the be-
ginning of the season.

23. BQur 7 a&b from the southeast at the end of
the season.
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24. Overview of Bayt al-Qurashi from the southeast at the end of the season.

25. Overview from the minaret at the begin-
ning  of the season.

26. Overview from the minaret at the end
of the season.

About three quarters of the total volume of Bayt al-Qurashi have now been restored

and/or reconstructed (fig. 24 – 26). It is expected that in the next season the reconstruction

of Bayt al-Qurashi can be completed without further delay, because the whole house has

now been cleared out.
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Bayt Al `Uthman

The collapsed walls of Bayt Al `Uthman that border on the street have been rebuilt

till about the level of the first floor (fig. 27 & 28) including the door openings. Thereby a

beginning was made with the strengthening of the northern wall of Bayt al-Qadi. To block

entry to the cleared out parts of Bayt Al `Uthman the door openings were closed off with

new doors.

27. Bayt Al-`Uthman after clearing out, seen from
the north

28. Partially rebuilt façade wall of Bayt Al-
`Uthman seen from the south.

In the 2005 season that was shorter than last year and which lasted from 19 January till 17

March the QDP-team consisted of prof. dr. Remke Kruk (19 - 25 January), Annetta Piber-

£yzwa MA (6 February – 5 March), Szymon Maslak MA (6 – 18 February), Verena

Leemhuis-Obrecht (18 February – 17 March) and prof. dr. Frederik Leemhuis (19 January –

17 March). The activities of the QDP-team with respect to restoration, reconstruction and

excavation were executed in close collaboration with a variable group of workmen from

al-Qasr and surroundings.  Most of t hose have  worked  with the project for the second or
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29. The team at the end of season 2005.

the third season and clearly have gained experience and skills that proved very useful. The

restoration and reconstruction work was executed under supervision of and in cooperation

with four master craftsmen. Mr. Ahmad Salih Mohammed, Mr. Subhi `Abdallah Sanusi,

Mr. `Abd-al-Ghaffar Mohammed who also worked as such with the project during last

season were joined by and Mr. Mus`ad Faris Mohammed who in another capacity also had

already been employed by the project. The experience and expertise of these four masters

has again proved to be invaluable and their expertise is continually passed on. The more

so, because the team of workmen with whom they cooperated was again largely the same

as the years before. The very skilful and experienced Mr. Rizq Abdalhay Ahmad, chief re-

storer for Islamic Antiquities of the SCA in Dakhla again was charged with the day-to-day

management and coordination of the restoration. The supervision on behalf of the SCA

was entrusted to the supervising inspector Mr. Ahmad Shazli Yusuf.  The support of Mr.

Hamdi `Uthman, director Coptic and Islamic Antiquities of the SCA for West Dakhla, Mr.

Kamil Bayyumi, director Coptic and Islamic Antiquities of the SCA for East Dakhla and

Mr. Magdi Mohammed Abdallah, inspector for al-Qasr of the SCA must also be men-

tioned. The active interest and support of the director Islamic and Coptic Antiquities of the

SCA in the New Valley, Mr. Ahmad Salim is gratefully acknowledged.
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Notwithstanding the shorter season and the fact that some of the European collaborators

were unable to come, we again can look back on a very successful season in al-Qasr. We

owe much gratitude to the various people mentioned in this report. Their dedication, es-

pecially that of the local workmen, has made also the 2005 season of the restoration and re-

construction of mud brick houses in al-Qasr, which must eventually lead to the recon-

struction and rehabitation of this unique historical little town, a success.

Groningen, 27 June 2005

Fred Leemhuis,

Field Director QDP
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