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As one of Australia’s most trusted human rights organisations, the Castan Centre uses a unique 
blend of academic rigour, public outreach and genuine innovation to create change. 

Our mission is to create a more just world where human rights are respected and protected,  
and we advanced that mission in 2017 by focusing on very vulnerable groups, including people  
with disability, those locked up in all forms of detention, refugees and asylum seekers. 
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CHANGING THE DEBATE
We have a public presence that is unparalleled for an academic 
centre in this country. Our experts are regularly the first port of 
call for journalists, our public events are highly regarded, and 
we have a strong social media presence. 

We were an early adopter of platforms like Twitter and 
Facebook, and we have now amassed almost 20,000 followers 
across the various mediums. 

The scale of our reach in 2017 ensured that we could influence 
important conversations in real time and educate people about 
what human rights are and why they are important.  

Social media views: 5.3 million 
Website and blog views: 128,000
Video views: 92,667  
Average event attendance: 127

Educating through innovation  
When our first series of Have You Got That Right? videos was 
released in 2015, they were very well received, and watched 
many times, but we didn’t rest on our laurels. We changed the 
format for series two to a “fake news” aesthetic that was even 
better than the original. 

As a result, our second series was viewed over 85,000 
times in 2017, more than three times the viewership for the 
original series. The accompanying website, with loads of extra 
information, has been visited over 40,000 times since its launch.

This project distils one of our key goals– to educate  
people about why human rights are important without jargon  
or legalese. 

We have now continued our innovation, expanding into a 
podcast of the same name, which commenced in early 2017.  
It is an entertaining showcase of our expertise and research, 
and is developing a dedicated following.

Shots from series two of Have You Got That Right?



Producing work that’s trusted 
We are trusted by governments, policy makers and academics 
around the world. That’s why our work has been accessed over 
a million times on our website and blog in the past six years. 
Furthermore, our work was featured in The New York Times, 
The Australian, Fairfax Media, The Guardian, The Huffington 
Post, the ABC and more in 2017, contributing to topics as 
diverse as asylum seekers, marriage equality, religion, race 
discrimination, Indigenous rights and more.

Andrew Denton speaks on euthanasia at the 2017 conference

Bringing the World to Australia
Over the years, we have brought many experts and advocates 
to Australia, including a Tunisian online activist who helped 
instigate the Arab Spring, a Mexican journalist covering the drug 
wars and corruption, a Pakistani lawyer fighting drone strikes, 
and a Black Lives Matter activist from Ferguson, Missouri. In 
2017 our Maurice Blackburn Visiting Fellow was the African 
American civil rights activist Kevin Myles. Kevin raised the 
profile of racialized policing both here and in America through 
numerous media interviews, a roundtable with grassroots 
activists, and multiple speaking engagements including our 
annual conference. 

In 2017, we also hosted Professor Kevin Washburn, a 
former Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs in the Obama 
administration, as a Holding Redlich Distinguished Fellow,  
and Zimbabwean opposition politician David Coltart.

Business and Human Rights
We cemented our reputation as global thought leaders on 
business and human rights with the second edition of Human 
Rights Translated 2.0: A Business Reference Guide, launched 
before a large audience in mid-2017.

Co-written with the the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights and the UN Global Compact, the publication 
presents real-life contemporary case studies on business’ 
human rights responsibilities. The 2008 first edition influenced 
businesses and international organisations the world over. In 
this time of increased attention to corporate social responsibility, 
the second edition has an even larger role to play in influencing 
corporate behaviour towards individuals and communities. 

Attendees at the launch of Human Rights 
Translated 2.0

STRENGTHENING HUMAN RIGHTS
We have contributed to many important human rights victories 
over the last two decades, a trend which continued in 2017. 
Our projects often deal with multiple vulnerabilities, such 
as Indigenous rights, the rights of those who are detained, 
disability rights and mental health. 



Paula Gerber spreading the marriage equality word

Disability
In conjunction with the Monash Arts Faculty, we pored over 
Victoria’s laws and policies and interviewed almost 100 parents, 
teachers, former students and support staff, to prepare two 
interim reports on children with disability in the Victorian 
education system. 

Our June 2018 final report, funded by the Victorian Legal 
Services Board, will make a series of recommendations to the 
Victorian Government, and we are confident that it will make an 
enormous difference to the lives of some of the State’s most 
vulnerable people. 

We are already planning further work on disability in Victoria as 
the state grapples with the implementation of the new National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. 

Indigenous Rights
Our unique blend of research and direct action has helped to 
strengthen cultural identity and family connection for Indigenous 
prisoners at the maximum-security Port Phillip Prison in the 
Indigenous Group of Learning project. Through weekly sessions 
led by Indigenous students and academics, prisoners undertake 
cultural activities and plan for their post-release future. 
Meanwhile, we are gathering evidence about the program’s 
value to help the development of similar programs in Australia 
and around the world. 

Incarceration, Detention  
and Seclusion
In addition to our work with Indigenous prisoners, we are 
scrutinising the circumstances in which authorities can use 
force in detention, including places where people may be 
intermittently detained, such as nursing homes and residential 
disability facilities. We have captured a mountain of data, which 
is being distilled for an interactive website. This information will 
provide policy makers and activists with the tools they need to 
identify the changes required to protect vulnerable people all 
over the country. 

The project has already spawned more in-depth research 
into the treatment of people with disability and mental health 
problems. We also continued in 2017 to work with the UN, 
making a submission on overcrowding in detention.

Refugees and Asylum Seekers
We took the fight for better treatment of asylum seekers to 
Europe, organising a symposium in Italy to inform European policy 
makers about the dangers of Australia’s increasingly influential 
refugee policies. The symposium started important conversations, 
which we are now building on to prevent the rights abuses in 
Australia’s detention system from being repeated internationally.

In Australia, we continued our work through several submissions 
to Parliamentary inquiries, media commentary and social  
media activity. 

Modern Slavery
Over the past decade, Professor Jean Allain has been at 
the forefront of the push to define, identify and end modern 
slavery. Since arriving at Monash University in late 2016, he has 
contributed to inquiries into potential modern slavery legislation 
in Australia, while working with the UN to extend the push to 
combat modern slavery globally. 

LGBTIQ Rights
2017 was a huge year for LGBTIQ rights, with the much-
anticipated passage of marriage equality thanks to years of work 
by thousands of activists. It was a fight we supported from the 
beginning, holding multiple public events, making eight separate 
submissions to parliamentary inquiries over more than a decade, 
and continually commenting on the issue in the media and on 
social media. 

Despite marriage equality, there remains much to do in this 
area. Accordingly, we made submissions to the Tasmanian and 
Queensland Governments on their proposed laws expunging 
criminal convictions for same-sex sexual conduct, and wrote to all 
remaining states and territories urging them to enact similar laws.

Other policy areas
We made representations to the Commonwealth government on 
data retention and women’s rights, to the City of Melbourne on 
homelessness, and to the Queensland government on corporal 
punishment and a Human Rights Act. We engaged with the 
Commonwealth Parliament on family violence and conducted  
a roundtable on the right to protest in 2017.  



From a Global Internship  
to a global career
When Kristine Tay was selected to travel to Geneva 
in 2013 as a Castan Centre Global Intern, she made 
the most of her opportunity at the International 
Commission of Jurists, throwing herself into work on 
economic rights, LGBTQI rights and more.

After her internship, Kristine worked with Melbourne’s 
Minus18, the Victorian Government’s Office of 
Aboriginal Affairs, the UBC Indigenous Community 
Legal Clinic in Canada and Lambda Moz, an LGBTQI 
rights centre in Mozambique. She now works for the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra 
and is on sabbatical to OutRight Action International 
assisting in LGBTQI negotiations at the UN General 
Assembly in New York.

These opportunities were “due in no small part to the 
skills, internship experience and mentors I gained 
from the Castan Centre”, says Kristine from New York.  
“The Castan Centre was essential in developing and 
supporting my interest in human rights and social 
justice. It gave students a connection to the social 
justice issues which drew us to law in the first place”.

Kristine particularly mentions the Centre’s donor-
funded financial support, which made her Global 
Internship possible. “Without this generous stipend, 
I would not have been able to undertake this 
placement,” she says.

Kristine Tay outside the UN Headquarters in New York

EDUCATING THE HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERS OF TOMORROW

The 2018 Global Interns

We believe in inspiring passionate human rights students to pursue 
a lifetime of human rights work, either as part of their employment or 
through community involvement. 

In 2017, five outstanding young women interned at prestigious 
organisations around the world. Gemma Hallet and Amy Myers found 
themselves in New York working on immigration issues as Donald 
Trump was elected to office. Meanwhile Jessica Fitzgerald became 
our first ever intern to the Southern Africa Litigation Centre, and Nicola 
Silbert and Madelaine King (our second Bennelong Indigenous Intern 
to the UN) navigated Geneva’s UN human rights system.

Meanwhile, our In-House Interns made valuable contributions to many 
projects, especially our use of force in detention research. Without 
them, this vital project would not be possible. 

Our moot competition again provided students from all over Australia with 
the chance to learn about Victoria’s Human Rights Charter in an intensive 
three-day competition, and our careers guide continues to be a valuable 
resource for students looking for career options in human rights.



Designed and produced by SMC Monash: 18P-0405. May 2018.  
CRICOS provider: Monash University 00008C, Monash College Pty Ltd 01857J

HOW OUR DONORS HELP  
TO CREATE CHANGE
The Castan Centre raises 75% of its income 
from outside the University, thanks to support 
from a mix of individuals, foundations and 
corporate supporters, and revenue from events 
and consulting.

We leverage this support through the volunteer 
work of our academics and students, who 
contributed well over 2000 hours of pro bono 
support in 2017.

The great thing is that our University support 
enables every cent you donate to go to the 
Centre’s policy, public education and student 
programs. The University does not take a 
percentage of your donation, so you can have 
a truly transformative effect on human rights 
by supporting one of the most innovative and 
dynamic university centres in this country.  

For more information on how  
to support the Centre, contact:
Marius Smith 
Manager 
Marius.smith@monash.edu 
9905 3386 or 0425 861 079

2017 MAJOR DONORS
$25,000 plus
Bennelong Foundation 
The Helen and Bori Liberman 
Family 
Victorian Legal Services Board 
R E Ross Trust

$10,000 plus
Michael and Silvia Kantor 
Modara Pines Charitable 
Foundation 
Nordia Foundation 
The Dara Foundation

$5000 plus
The Castan Families 
Alan and Elizabeth Finkel 
Foundation 
Holding Redlich 
Peter Hanks 
King & Wood Mallesons  
Maurice Blackburn Lawyers 
Anonymous 
The Saturday Paper

$1000 plus
A J Dever Pty Ltd 
Arnold Bloch Leibler Lawyers and 
Advisors 
Anonymous 
Steven Castan 
Colin Biggers and Paisley 
Foundation 
Corrs Chambers Westgarth 
Department of Foreign Affairs  
and Trade 
Department of Justice and 
Regulation – Victoria  
Leon Gorr 
Peter Gray 
Judy Ifergan 
James Kimpton 
Leonie Koadlow 
Anonymous 
Glenda McNaught 
Margaret Rappolt 
Ralph Renard 
Robert Richter 
Liberty Sanger 
Graham Seldon 
Vicki Vidor 
Victorian Legal Aid

$500 plus
Damian Abrahams 
Mark Calvert-Jones 
Nellie Castan 
Stephen Charles 
Anonymous 
Lorraine Dennerstein 
Jack Fajgenbaum 
Barry Fradkin 
Elizabeth Hollingworth 
Leonie Koadlow 
Simon McGregor 
Sarah Orloff 
Jeannie Paterson 
Rachel Kim Shaw 
Ivan A Shearer 
Sarah Stephen


