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Keeping Footscray 
Affordable 



Every human has a fundamental  right to shelter, and a place to call home. However in this increasingly 
market driven world the cost of a home, be it rented or purchased, is becoming increasingly expensive.  
Particularly for inner city suburbs which have historically been working class but are now seen as ‘hip’ and 
‘trendy’ places which are conveniently located close to Melbourne's Central Business District.

Scope
This Footscray Community and Housing Analysis provides a preliminary report which lays the groundwork for a 
future Affordable Housing Policy for Footscray. The report  analyzes the  changing demographics, workforce 
and businesses, housing  quality of life and affordability of Footscray. It then  explores what can be done to 
ensure Footscray remains an affordable suburb for all.

This report defines Footscray according  to the Footscray Statistical Area Level 2 (SA2)  as outlined by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. SA2s are “medium-sized general purpose areas built up from whole 
Statistical Areas Level 1. Its purpose is to represent a community that interacts together socially and 
economically.” (Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016)).  

The report defines three important principles which we believe should guide the implementation of any 
future  affordable housing policy. This report concludes by exploring the possibilities of three sites deemed 
most appropriate for affordable housing. These three case studies are intended as the penultimate vision of 
what affordable housing could be in Footscray in the near future.
  

Context
Footscray sits within the Maribyrnong City Council. It is anticipated that the population of Maribyrnong will 
increase by up to 60% by the year 2040, with much of this forecasted for Footscray. Metropolitan Melbourne 
has identified Footscray as one of the activity centres within its network. 

Introduction
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Footscray has long been and will continue to grow as a suburb that possesses an 
amalgamation of different cultures and people. Providing affordable mixed housing 

typologies which suit the diverse community focussed around sustainable design and 
accessibility is integral in maintaining Footscray as a resilient, inclusive and diverse place 
for its people. Preserving  its  history and character is vital as Footscray continues to grow 

into one of Melbourne’s major activity centres.  

Vision for Affordable Housing  

Sustainable Design
Sustainable design to ensure 
limited ongoing maintenance to 
advance housing affordability 
and environmental 
sustainability.

Accessibility
Housing developments located in 
close proximity  to transport, 
services and employment 
opportunities to promote 
accessibility and walkability. 

Diversity 
Diverse housing stock to 
service the diverse 
demographic of the 
community and their varying 
needs.  

Principles for Affordable Housing 



Key Findings

Footscray the Place

● Key existing policies include Comprehensive Housing Affordability Plan, Plan Melbourne, Homes for Victorians and the Maribyrnong Housing Strategy.

● Almost half of Footscray is Activity Centre Zoned.

Demographic and Place Profile

● Footscray has a diverse, young and multicultural demographic with a large percentage of people speaking languages other than English at home.

● Footscray has a high level of disparity in relation to advantage and disadvantage and the median household income is lower compared to Greater Melbourne. 

● The main method of travel to work is via car. The second most common mode is train, suggesting that residents are working outside Footscray.

● The Education & Training and Health & Social Assistance industries have had a high level of growth, potentially due to the growth of the education and health assets in the 
area (Victoria University and Footscray Hospital). This is projected to continue to grow with the construction of the hospital site. 

Housing Analysis

● The number of dwellings in Footscray increased by about 2000 dwellings between the 2011 and 2016 census, which is a significant number of new residents into Footscray 
given that the occupancy rate has remained consistent. Most of these new dwellings are flats and apartments.

● Renting was the main tenure type in Footscray in 2011 and 2016. 

● In 2016 there was only approximately 120 not-for profit rentals in Footscray and approximately 400 state-government dwellings.

● Footscray has a significant number of residents living in non-family households (ie lone or share house) who earn under $999 a week.  

● The $999 income bracket is the main bracket for single parent families which puts them at greater risk of housing stress.

● 24.4% of those living in Footscray in 2016 were in housing stress.

Future Directions

● Key opportunities for housing affordability in Footscray includes its close proximity to the CBD, the diversity in people and cultures, and its walkability in close proximity to 
key amenities.

● Key challenges for housing affordability in Footscray includes the disparity between the rich and poor, the expected population growth and the issue of housing stress.

● Principles to achieve housing affordability are inclusive of diversity, accessibility and sustainable design.

Implementation Plan

● There are many stakeholders involved in the provision of housing affordability in Footscray, inclusive of private entities and the public sector. 

● Our main affordable housing levers are density bonuses, council agreements and Acts, and Affordable Housing Funding.

● We have identified 3 sites which can meet the diverse needs of Footscray and its people, through varied mechanisms and build form outcomes. These are supported by global 
case studies.



Footscray the Place 



History of Footscray



Level of 
Governm

ent 

Policy 
Document  

Key Objective for Housing 
Affordability  

Application to 
Footscray

Areas for further research  

Federal Comprehensive 
Housing 
Affordability 
Plan 
(draft version 
2017-18)

● Set housing supply targets and 
facilitate planning and zoning 
reform

● Online Commonwealth land 
registry that will provide 
information about land to 
external parties 

● Provide additional funding of 
$375m

● Once in effect, zoning reforms 
will make it easier to achieve 
housing affordability target  

● Consider if the sale of Commonwealth land is the 
best long term solution for housing affordability

State Plan Melbourne ● (Outcome 2) Providing housing 
choice in locations close to jobs 
and services 

● 20 minute neighbourhoods
● Consolidated and sustainable 

living 

● Provide housing affordability 
near Footscray Hospital, 
Victoria University and the 
activity centre 

● Footscray is identified  as a 
Metropolitan Activity Centre

● Key worker housing, i.e. nurses
● Transport Orientated Development near bus stops 

and train stations 

State  Homes for 
Victorians 

● $2.6b  plan for increasing and 
renewing public housing  

● Plan should provide for 6000 new 
social housing homes, and 2500 
renewed residences

● Greater budget for housing 
affordability projects 

● Specifically where and how this money will be used
● Consider if the provision of housing affordability 

will be overseen by the state government or non for 
profit providers

Local Maribyrnong 
Housing Strategy 

● Increase the variety of housing 
types (catering to various tenants 
such as families, the elderly, 
students, etc)

● Encourage appropriate student 
housing and contribute to the 
‘university town’

● Encourage a range of housing 
typologies within Footscray to 
cater for the varied 
demographics and household 
types

● Housing design that encourages social mixing and 
multiculturalism

Existing Affordable Housing Policies



Source: VicPlan Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (2019).  VicPlan Zones [Map]. 

Retrieved from URL https://mapshare.maps.vic.gov.au/vicplan/

Source: VicPlan Department of Environment Land, Water and Planning. (2019). Retrieved from URL 

https://mapshare.maps.vic.gov.au/vicplan/

Almost half of Footscray is 
Activity Centre Zoned, 
allowing for vibrant and 
diverse land use opportunities. 
This is coupled with pockets of 
Public Use and Residential 
Growth Zones, which fosters 
mixed use and residential 
occupancy. There are large 
areas of General Residential 
and Neighbourhood 
Residential Zones.

Planning Zones in Footscray 
Figure 1



DCPO
- Development 

Contribution Plan, 

Overlay (DCPO) 

Opportunities
- council can gain 

contributions to 

help fund 

infrastructure 

improvements 

needed to service 

growth.

Constraint
- As a developer it 

is an extra cost to 

the project.

Flood Threat
- Land subject to 

Inundation, 

Overlay (LSIO)

-Special Building, 

Overlay (SBO)

Opportunities
Land mainly along 

rivers have views, 

LSIO land won’t be 

built on, views 

won’t be built out

Constraints
- SBO means more 

than normal water 

management.
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Heritage
- Heritage, Overlay 

(HO) 

- Neighbourhood 

Character, Overlay 

(NCO) 

Opportunities
- Ensure that 

proposed 

structures suit

the area.

Constraint
- Can limit scope 

and scale of 

proposed 

development

Car Parking
- Parking, Overlay 

(PO)

Opportunities
- Ensures residents 

can have their cars 

off the street.

Constraint 

- Outlines required 

provision of car 

parking for 

developments 

even

if car parking is not 

desired . 
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Planning Overlays in Footscray
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Demographic and Place 
Profile



The People of Footscray - General   

Population Data

16,345 pop.
(106 indigenous pop.)

2016

Family Composition    

30.3%
Couples with children

48.5% in 
Greater Melbourne

24.8%
Couples without children

34.5% in
Greater Melbourne

10.4%
One parent families

15.0% in
Greater Melbourne

22.8%
Lone person

22.0%  in
Greater Melbourne

1.6
Average number

 of children 
per family

ABS. (2016). Census Community Profile: Footscray. Retrieved from 
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communityprofile/213031348?opendocument

Footscray is home to a diverse community made up of many cultural backgrounds and family structures. It has a relatively young 
median age in comparison to Melbourne, which is suggestive of the gentrification occurring in the area. Given that gentrification 
is often associated with rising house prices and the displacement of the disadvantaged, it is essential that the provision for 
affordable housing is mandated in the Footscray area. 
Furthermore, the influx of people residing in Footscray is expected to rise by almost 60% in 2040, which further emphasises the 
need for affordable housing outcomes.

Mid age: 32
(36 in greater Melbourne)

The family composition of Footscray 
residents mainly consists of couples 
with children, couples without 
children, and lone persons. This 
reflects a need for diverse housing 
options, as there is no singular 
housing typology that will meet that 
varied needs of Footscray residents. 
Housing outcomes should consist of  
large, family appropriate dwellings  
as well as smaller one bedroom 
products. 

156,796
Predicted pop. growth for

2040



Overall, the level of education in Footscray is high, with more than 
36% of the population having a bachelor's degree. This figure has 
grown significantly since 2011, reflecting the increase in population 
as well as this population becoming increasingly educated. 

The People of Footscray - Specific 

As people in Footscray age, their need for assistance increases. This 
needs to be considered when providing affordable housing to ensure 
this is designed to allow for aging in place. 

‘Language spoken at home’ data is reflective of the many cultures and backgrounds which characterises Footscray’s multiculturalism. In Footscray, the proportion of 

people who only speak English at home is 67.6%, resulting in almost a third of the population who celebrates another culture. In comparison to Greater Melbourne, 62% 

of the population speak english only which is significantly less.

Figure 6 Figure 7

Level of highest education attempt

Figure 8

Language Spoken At Home - Footscray

People needs assistance
Figure 9

Language Spoken At Home - Greater Melbourne 



Median Weekly Household Income
Footscray - $1314

Greater Melbourne - $1542

The two maps to the left reflect Socio-Economic Indexes 
For Areas (SEIFA) data. This data ranks geographic areas 
across Australia in terms of their relative socio-economic 
advantage and disadvantage. The map on the top is a IRSD 
map which reflects  the levels of disadvantage in each 
area. In this map Footscray ranks as a decile 2, almost the 
most disadvantaged level possible. This shows that 
Footscray has many disadvantaged residents. This is 
supported by Footscray’s median weekly income being 
lower than that of the Greater Melbourne median.

The map at the bottom is a IRSAD map which reflects both 
the levels of disadvantage and advantage in each area. In 
this map Footscray’s decile level improves to a ranking of a 
decile 3. This improvement in level reflects a high level  of 
advantage that contrasts against the high level of 
disadvantage. Concluding that Footscray has a high level 
of disparity in relation to advantage and disadvantage.

Footscray’s Disparity of Wealth 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA). Retrieved from  
http://www.abs.gov.au/websiTedbs/censushome.nsf/home/seifa 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Working Population Profile. Retrieved from  
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communitypro
file/213031348?opendocument

Figure 11

Figure 10



Method of Travel to Work

38%
Car - driver

3%
Multiple

21%
Train

5%
Walk

4%
Cycle

Employment Trends

There have been many areas of industry growth within Footscray from 2006, 2011 and 2016. 
The only areas that have declined in 2016 are the Agriculture & Mining and Manufacturing 
industries. The decline is due to numerous manufacturing sites in Footscray being sold or 
rezoned for high density residential use. Industrial sites were traditionally large and thus more 
attractive for developers to develop. The Education & Training and Health & Social Assistance 
industries have had a high level of growth, potentially due to the growth of the education and 
health assets in the area (Victoria University and Footscray Hospital). This is projected to 
continue to grow with the construction of the hospital site. 

Workforce Trends

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Working Population Profile. Retrieved from  
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communitypro
file/213031348?opendocument

The main method of travel to work is via car as the driver of the vehicle. The second most common mode is 
train, which is reflected by the high numbers of persons travelling through the stations located in the area. 
Footscray is serviced by the tram but this mode is not often used when travelling to work. The percentage of 
people who walk and cycle is also low reflecting the need for people to use modes that are preferable over 
long distances (car and train).

“Growth in 
population is 

expected to exceed 
growth in jobs.”

“The changing face of the city, from 
heavy industrial to smaller style 
employment, poses challenges 
including maintaining an industry base 
for local jobs, transitioning land use to 
open up employment activities and 
buffering neighbouring industrial and 
residential areas.”

Maribyrnong City Council. (2017).  Maribyrnong 2040. Retrieved from 
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/About-us/Our-plans-and-performance/Maribyrnong-2040

Professional workers made up the most common occupation within the residents of Footscray and this has 
continued to grow from 2006 until 2016. The overall numbers of workers has increased reflecting the 
increase in population and those of which who are working. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Quick Statistics. Retrieved from  
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/quickstat/213031348?opendocument

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Working Population Profile. Retrieved from  
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communityprofile/213031348?opendocument

Occupation 

Figure 12

Figure 13



Accessing Footscray 

Frequency of PT services

20 mins
Off Peak Metro trains

10-20 mins
Off Peak Tram (Route 82)

20-40 mins
Off Peak PTV buses

Footscray is well serviced by train, 
tram and bus. Although there is 
adequate public transport 
infrastructure, the low frequency of 
these services may deter people from 
using them. However, for shorter 
local trips Footscray has great 
walkability. 

78/100 on 
walkscore

39th most walkable suburb
in Melbourne

PTV. (2019). Timetables. Retrieved from https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/timetables

Walk Score. (2019). Living in Footscray Melbourne. Retrieved from 
https://www.walkscore.com/AU-VIC/Melbourne/Footscray

Walkable streets which support 
active lifestyles and green travel 
also contribute to household 
affordability, as well as improving 
overall mental and physical  health. 
Site visits to Footscray have 
proven that the suburb has 
adequate walkable access to the 
main activity centre (Footscray 
station and markets), which is 
supported by WalkScores 78/100 
score.

The availability of public transport services is a major determinant of 
household transport costs and thus, living next to well serviced public 
transport can support affordable living. However, the frequency of these 
services may deter people from using them. Patronage for public services 
transport services is dependant on the infrastructure provided, the 
directedness of the route, and the frequency of service. Although Footscray 
has ample bus routes to the main activity centre, people may not be using it 
due to the infrequency of service.  

Figure 14



Snapshots of Footscray

❏ Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre

❏ Footscray Hospital
❏ Footscray Community 

Arts Centre
❏ Horn of Africa 

Communities Network
❏ Community Alcohol and 

Drug Centres
❏ And more!

Key services in 
Footscray:

Local Amenities
Footscray has a variety of key services 
within a 1km radius from its activity 
centre, inclusive of shops/markets, 
health care, education and community 
facilities. It has a vibrant urban fabric 
which features street art and rock 
climbing walls.

Footscray has a plethora of 
services within a 2km radius 
from its activity centre, which 
caters to its multicultural 
community with services from 
the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre to the Horn of Africa 
Communities Network. 

Furthermore, Footscray’s 
urban fabric is inclusive of 
‘hidden gems’ throughout the 
city such as the rock climbing 
wall adjacent the river, and the 
presence of street art from 
local creatives. Access to these 
urban design features  and 
ample social amenities can 
positively impact the quality of 
life for citizens in Footscray.

Figure 15
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Housing Analysis



What is Affordable 
Housing?
In Victoria:

"Affordable housing is housing, including social 
housing, that is appropriate for the housing needs of 
any of the following-- (a) very low income households; 
(b) low income households; (c) moderate income 
households."

- Victorian State Government 

In New South Wales:

“Affordable housing is housing that is appropriate for the needs of a range 
of very low to moderate income households and priced so that these 
households are also able to meet other basic living costs such as food, 
clothing, transport, medical care and education. As a rule of thumb, 
housing is usually considered affordable if it costs less than 30% of gross 
household income.” 

- NSW State Government 

                                                

Who is Housing Affordability for?
A) Households with rent payments greater than or equal 

to 30% of household income. In Footscray this is $310, 
for those with  income less than $999.

B) This must not exclude people with disability. 

C) Long-term tenants who are not in a position to purchase 
their own home or finance market rents. 

Planning and Building Legislation Amendment (Housing Affordability and Other Matters) Bill 2017

SHARE OF INCOME PERCENTAGE SPENT ON RENT

            20 %                 40 %                             60  %                              80 %

What is Rent or Mortgage Stress?
A household is considered to be in Rent or Mortgage Stress if the 
household uses 30% or more of its weekly income to pay the 
weekly rent or mortgage.

However Rent or Mortgage Stress is only applicable to the lowest 
two income categories.

Rent stress is occurring in Footscray for those in the Very Low and 
Low weekly income brackets. Residents who pay under $149 a 
week are generally stress free. However residents who pay more 
than $200 a week are experiencing rent stress, particularly single 
adults.  



Housing Stock

91%
Occupied Dwellings

2011
Footscray 

Census

47%
Detached 

Houses

15%
Semi-Detached/

Terraces

37%
Flats/Apartments

72%
Detached 

Houses

11%
Semi-Detached/

Terraces

15%
Flats/Apartments

2011
Greater Melbourne 

Census

35%
Detached 

Houses

17%
Semi-Detached/

Terraces

48%
Flats/Apartments

91%
Occupied Dwellings

2016
Footscray 

Census

● The number of dwellings in Footscray increased by about 2000 
dwelling between the 2011 and 2016 census. Which is a 
significant number of new residents into Footscray given that the 
occupancy rate has remained consistent. The consistent 
occupancy rate means new dwellings are not lying empty.

● Most of these new dwellings are flats and apartments, evidenced 
by the increase of the share from 37% to 48%. 

● Although the number of semi-detached or terraced properties has 
also increased by 17%  from 15%. 

● Footscray's building patterns are different to Greater 
Melbourne’s. This is likely to be because Footscray is having to 
increase its dwelling number by densifying while Greater 
Melbourne’s growth continues to grow mainly via the creation of 
new suburbs.

91%
Occupied Dwellings

73%
Detached 

Houses

12%
Semi-Detached/

Terraces

15%
Flats/Apartments

2016
Greater Melbourne 

Census

90%
Occupied Dwellings

5,370
Dwellings

7,097
Dwellings

1,572,171
Dwellings

1,741,984
Dwellings

● Flats/apartments in Footscray tend to be small with the majority 
having only one or two bedrooms.

● If you require four or more bedrooms a detached house is your 
most likely option although there are a few flat/apartments in 
Footscray. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Community Profile 2016. 

Figure 16



Given that Footscray has a mix of housing types, predominantly 
flats/apartments and detached houses, we thought it important to 
know how many residents owned their homes and were thus 
secure, had a mortgage and thus had the money for the 
repayments, and how many were renting and thus don’t 
necessarily have long term residence security.  

Conclusions we drew from the 2011 and 2016 Census data were: 

● Renting was the main tenure type in Footscray in 2011 and 
2016. In fact about 1700 more people in 2016 listed as 
renting compared to 2011. Which is about a 42% increase in 
renters.

● Comparatively few residents own their dwellings outright, 
about 900 in 2011 and 2016. The fact that this statistic has 
not grown implies very few residents have managed to 
pay-off their mortgages between 2011 and 2016.

● The number of people purchasing dwellings in Footscray also 
increased, by about 27% between 2011 and 2016.

Given that the majority of Footscray's residents rent, we felt it prudent 
to explore how these residents are renting. Thus we learned from the 
2011 and 2016 Census that:

● Renting through a real estate agent is the main way residents rent 
in Footscray. This is good as renting through real estate agents 
ensures there are laws which landlords and tenants have to abide 
by and which protect and regulate each party. 

● State Housing Authority rentals number around 400 dwelling and 
are spread across all dwelling types. Unfortunately social housing, 
ie rentals provided by co-operative / community / church groups, ie 
not for profits, are few in number, under 200. The vast majority are 
flats/apartments suggesting more detached and semi 
detached/terrace dwellings might be positive in Footscray's future.

● ‘Person not in Household’ could mean rentals not through 
recognised real estate agents or Airbnb's type short leases. 
Interestingly this category is small when it comes to 
Flat/Apartments implying that short term stay rentals are not 
starving the rental market in Footscray. However the detached 
house rental market does appear to have a greater percentage of 
‘Person not in Household’ rentals meaning potentially the supply of 
detached house rentals is being starved by short term stay rentals.
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We converted  the 
Victorian State 
Governments 

definitions of very 
low income, low 

income and moderate 
income into a weekly 
number so that it can 

be more closely 
compared to the 

Census income data 
for Footscray. 

The Census data 
shows that Footscray 

has a significant 
number of residents 
living in non-family 

households (i.e. lone 
or share house) who 
earn under $999 a 

week. 1350 
non-family 

households fall within 
the very low - 

moderate income 
bracket making 

affordable housing a 
high priority in 

Footscray for these 
households. 

The $999 income 
bracket is also the 
main bracket for 

single parent families 
which puts them at 
housing stress risk 

too as they also need 
to earn enough to 
provide for their 

children. The State 
Government states a 
very low income for a 

family as $1,018 a 
week.  

2011 Census
Median weekly household 
income 

$1,057
Median weekly rent 

$260
Median monthly mortgage 

$1,957

2016 Census
Median weekly household 
income

$1,314
Median weekly rent 

$310
Median monthly mortgage 

$1,842

24%

19%

5%

2011 Census
Median weekly household 
income 

$1,333
Median weekly rent 

$300
Median monthly mortgage 

$1,810

2016 Census
Median weekly household
 income

$1,542
Median weekly rent 

$350
Median monthly mortgage 

$1,800

13%

17%

0.5%

Greater Melbourne Prices

Footscray Prices

● Compared to Greater Melbourne, Footscray is less 
expensive for renters. Rents are about $40 cheaper 
than Greater Melbourne 

● However mortgages in Footscray are significantly more 
than the median Greater Melbourne mortgage. 
Although the disparity reduced between 2011 and 
2016

● Unfortunately though the median weekly income is 
about $200 less in Footscray than in Greater 
Melbourne. This suggests possible affordability issues 
given that income is so much lower but rents and 
mortgages are not as low

● The percentage change between the two census could 
be misleading in regards to future affordability issues 
because whilst the median income has increased by 
24% this number does not tell us if the increase is from 
genuine wage rises or an influx of new residents with 
higher wages. The weekly income distribution graph 
shows that a significant number of households across 
all house types earn under $999 a week according to 
the 2016 Census. 

annual/52=weekly Very low income 
range (weekly) 

Low income range 
(weekly)

Moderate income 
range (weekly)

Single adult Up to $485 $485 to $775 $776 to $1,163

Couple, no dependent Up to $727 $728 to $1,163 $1,164 to $1,745

Family (with one or two parents) 
and dependent children

Up to $1,018 $1,019 to $1,629 $1,629 to $2,443

Table 1.1- Derived into weekly income range from annual

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Community Profile 2016. 

Housing Affordability 

Burgess, J., (27 March 2019) Land Use Planning and Affordable Housing [PowerPoint Slides. Retrieved from https://moodle.vic.monash.edu.au

Very low income 
range (monthly) 

Low income range 
(monthly)

Moderate income 
range (monthly)

Single adult Up to $25,220 $25,221 to $40,340 $40,341 to $60,510

Couple, no dependent Up to $37,820 $37,821 to $60,520 $60,521 to $90,770

Family (with one or two parents) 
and dependent children

Up to $52,940 $52,941 to $84,720 $84,721 to $127,080

Table 1 - Greater Capital City Statistical Area of Melbourne

Figure 19



$868,250
2br $840,500
3br $955,000
4br $1,040,00

Median House 
Purchase Price

$470
2br $440
3br $515
4br $595

Median House 
Rent Per Week

$400,000
1br $308,500
2br $420,000
3br $650,000

Median Unit 
Purchase Price

$350
1br $285
2br $390
3br $545

Median Unit 
Rent Per Week

Source: Realestate.com.au Data From 28-03-19
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75.6%
Of households have rents under 30% of 

household income

24.4%
Of households have rents greater than 

30% of household Income

95.4%
Of households have mortgages under 

30% of household income

4.6%
Of households have mortgages  greater 

than  30% of household income

Most people in Footscray who have mortgages can afford them as only 4.6% of those 
with Mortgages spend greater than or equal to 30% of their weekly income on 

mortgages.

Rental stress is much more prevalent in Footscray than mortgage stress. Most people 

renting in Footscray are on rents under $549 a week. Combined with the table to the left, 

it shows that all family structures in the two lower categories in Footscray can or are, 

experiencing rent stress. Footscray needs more rental properties in the $0-$274 range of 

all dwelling types.  

Housing Stress in Footscray
 Weekly Rent Brackets According to 2016 Census

$0-
$74

$75-
$99

$100-
$149

$150-
$199

$200-
$224

$225-
$274

$275-
$349

$350-
$449

$450-
$549

$550-
$649

Very Low 
Weekly 
Income

Single adult
Up to $484

15% 20% 31% 41% 46% 57% 72% 93% 113% 134%

Couple, no 
dependent
Up to $727

10% 14% 20% 27% 31% 38% 48% 62% 76% 89%

Family (with one 
or two parents) 
and dependent 

children
Up to $1,018

7% 10% 15% 20% 22% 27% 34% 44% 54% 64%

Low 
Weekly 
Income

Single adult
$485-$775

10% 13% 19% 26% 29% 35% 45% 58% 71% 84%

Couple, no 
dependent

$728-$1,163

6% 9% 13% 17% 19% 24% 30% 39% 47% 56%

Family (with one 
or two parents) 
and dependent 

children
$1,019-1,629

5% 6% 9% 12% 14% 17% 21% 28% 34% 40%

Medium 
Weekly 
Income

Single adult
$776-$1,163

6% 9% 13% 17% 19% 24% 30% 39% 47% 56%

Couple, no 
dependent

$1,164-1,745

4% 6% 9% 11% 13% 16% 20% 26% 31% 37%

Family (with one 
or two parents) 
and dependent 

children
$1,629-$2,443

3% 4% 6% 8% 9% 11% 14% 18% 22% 27%

Figure 21

Figure 20



Future Directions



Close proximity to 
Melbourne CBD

10 minute train into the CBD

Diversity in people and 
cultures

Around 40% of people speak a language other than 
english at home

Walkable suburb with 
high amenities

39th most walkable suburb in Melbourne, with a 
range of amenities 1km from the activity centre

Opportunities

 and Challenges 

Disparity Between the 
Rich and Poor

IRSD and IRSAD reveals the divide between socio 
economic groups 

Reducing housing stress
24% of residents in housing stress

Expected Population 
Growth

Number of dwellings and persons are increasing 
significantly



Strategies to Achieve Affordable Housing
Principles Overview Outcomes

Diversity 

Diverse housing stock beyond 2021 to 
service the diverse demographic of the 
community and their varying needs. This is 
to be focussed on providing affordable 
housing options for those in housing stress.

● Developments approved after 2021 include an 
appropriate and relevant mix of housing types.

● Private developments will include up to 20% 
affordable housing and 50% or greater  for not-for 
profit developments.

● Significant shrinking of the public housing waiting 
list. 

Accessibility

Housing developments located in close 
proximity to transport, services and 
employment opportunities to promote 
accessibility and walkability, ensuring 
universal access.  

● Housing developments located within 10 minutes 
walking of public transport. 

● Housing developments located within 15 minutes 
walking of services and employment opportunities.

● Housing developments located within 20 minutes  
walking of positive public and green spaces.

● Large scale provision of dwelling which abide by 
universal access meaning there are more properties 
available to those who have or develop disabilities.

Sustainable 
Design

Reform housing to ensure new stock 
beyond 2021 is environmentally friendly,  
has sustainable long term maintenance and 
is relevant to housing demand. 

● All developments approved after 2021 will utilise 
passive heating and cooling.

● All housing stock after 2021 will be carbon neutral 
● Universal access in all dwellings.
● High quality, low maintenance affordable housing.



Strategies to Achieve Diversity

Diversity is a key trait of Footscray. It is what makes Footscray and thus we believe it is prudent to ensure council policy 
and regulation recognises diversity, stimulates diversity and responds to the needs of a diverse community. Diverse 
housing stock to service the diverse demographic of the community and their diverse needs. This is to be focussed on 
providing affordable housing options for all, specifically those in housing stress.

1. Mandatory Minimum Standards: Maribyrnong Council to research and set suitable and enlightened affordable 
housing minimums which reflect  the size of a development, site size and the accessibility rating (mentioned 
overleaf). These minimums to be mandatory, not optional to ensure that they are implemented. 

2. Catering for a Range of Housing Needs: Commencing in 2021, council will undertake a six monthly audit of 
housing typology requirements according to social housing waiting lists and release these needs to the 
development industry to better inform developers of needed typologies. Council to prioritise projects which 
reflect housing typology demand over projects which do not reflect demand.     

3. Affordable Housing Development Fund: In 2021, council will create an ongoing fund to enable the regular 
purchase of suitable land for the location of affordable housing. This fund would be financed by mandatory 
contributions from developers via the Development Contributions Overlay. Land can then be developed in 
partnership with not-for-profit organisations. The fund can also contribute to ongoing maintenance. 

  These outcomes will protect and foster the diversity of Footscray and will ensure that by 2021:
● Developments approved after 2021 include an appropriate and relevant mix of housing types.
● Private developments will include up to 20% affordable housing and 50% or greater  for not-for profit 

developments.
● Significant shrinking of the public housing waiting list. 



Strategies to Achieve Accessibility

Accessibility is an important aspect of affordable lifestyles and housing. Footscray is well served by public transport, 
particularly train and bus services. However, to minimise private vehicle usage and reduce household travel costs, there 
needs to be suitable frequencies, coverage and diverse transport options. These include positive walking and cycling 
routes and building designs which cater for all lifestyles and needs. To do this we propose the following:

1. Prioritising Access to Key Services: Beginning 2021, future affordable housing locations in the City of 
Maribyrnong will be within an 800m radius of public transport, services, employment and positive public space. 
Sites that adhere to this criteria will have a Section 173  applied, which details Council’s desire for affordable 
housing provision.    

2. Requiring Accessibility Analysis: All new developments from 2021 will first need to submit an ‘Accessibility Plan’ 
to council which illustrates how the development will link to existing services and public transport in the area and 
what initiatives it will take to reduce private vehicle usage.

3.   Achieving Connectability: Council will create transport links (inclusive of walking paths, cycling and public 
transport  between employment, education, and services in Footscray. This will ensure key activities in Footscray 
are connected and sustainable modes of travel are encouraged. Consequently reducing household transport costs 
allowing families to allocate more income towards rent. 

4. Achieving Universal Access: Councils to reform building standards which mandates universal access in developer 
built properties. All new developments from 2021 will adhere to these universal access standards.

The effect of these strategies will mean:
● Housing developments located within 10 minutes walking of public transport. 
● Housing developments located within 15 minutes walking of services and employment opportunities.
● Housing developments located within 20 minutes  walking of positive public and green spaces.
● Large scale provision of dwelling which abide by universal access meaning there are more properties available to 

those who have or develop disabilities.



Strategies to Achieve Sustainable Design

Sustainable design is important in Footscray to tackle housing stress. Sustainable design encourages passive design 
elements that reduce living costs, allowing more income to be utilised on rental costs, savings and discretionary 
spending. Mandating sustainable design will mean best-practice construction becomes mainstream and thus making 
quality sustainable design affordable for not-for-profit affordable housing providers. We propose the following three 
strategies to ensure housing in Footscray is of a higher quality, at an affordable price.

1. Running Cost Reduction: Maribyrnong Council will mandate site appropriate passive design elements from 
2021 for all new dwelling developments. The subsequent reduction in running costs will allow very low and low 
income families to allocate more income towards rent. 

2. Construction Cost Reduction: Create a multi-council partnership to reform and standardise building standards 
to be carbon neutral beyond 2021. This will ensure widespread use of environmentally friendly and sustainable 
materials in the construction industry. Widespread use will make these materials more affordable for 
not-for-profit affordable housing developments. This will extend the provision of possible developments 
without reducing standards.

3. Partnering Developers  and  Housing Providers: All private developments incorporating affordable housing to 
be partnered with an affordable housing provider before seeking planning permission. This will mean affordable 
housing units will be catered to affordable housing providers needs. This will ensure high quality construction 
and will increase the duration a unit can be utilised as an affordable housing property.

 
By undertaking these strategies it will result in:
● All developments approved after 2021 will utilise passive heating and cooling.
● All housing stock after 2021 will be carbon neutral 
● Universal access in all dwellings.
● High quality, low maintenance affordable housing.



Criteria Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Proficient Exemplary Weight

Social 
Housing 
Provision 

Does not provide 
adequate level of social 
housing on the site. 

Provides a minimum of 
20% of social housing on 
the site with 60% 
provision for high housing 
stress and 40% for medium 
housing stress.

Provides a minimum of 
30% of social housing on 
the site with 60% 
provision for high housing 
stress and 40% for medium 
housing stress.

Provides a minimum of 
40% of social housing on 
the site with 60% 
provision for high housing 
stress and 40% for medium 
housing stress.

40%

Sustainable 
Building 
Design and 
Maintenance

Sustainability is not 
achieved through 
building design 
principles. Building has 
high short and long term 
maintenance.

Sustainable design 
elements featured 
including universal access 
and noise pollution. 
Building has medium short 
and long term 
maintenance.

Sustainable design 
featured including 
universal access, noise 
pollution and passive 
heating/ cooling. Building 
has low short and long 
term maintenance

Sustainable design 
featured in carbon neutral 
building  including 
universal access, noise 
pollution and passive 
heating/cooling. Building 
has very low short and  
long term maintenance.

15%

Access to 
Employment, 
Services and 
Transport

Housing site not 
connected to key 
transport links or 
services. 

Housing site located in 
close proximity (20 minute 
commute)  to transport 
and services. 

Housing site located in 
close proximity (20 minute 
commute) to employment 
opportunities, transport 
and services .

Housing site provides 
on-site parking as well as 
being located in close 
proximity (10 minute 
commute)  to transport, 
services and employment 
opportunities.

25%

Quality of 
Life

Does not provide 
positive public spaces or 
an engaging  public 
realm.

Located in close proximity 
(20 minute commute)  to 
positive public spaces and 
an engaging  public realm.

Located in close proximity 
(20 minute commute)  to 
positive public spaces and 
an engaging  public realm 
with the provision of green 
space on site. 

Located in close proximity 
(10 minute commute)  to 
positive public spaces and 
an engaging  public realm 
with the provision of green 
space on site. 

20%

Affordable Housing Key Criteria 



Considerations Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Proficient Exemplary 

Context Does not consider the 
surrounding character of 
the area. 

Considers the surrounding 
character of the area and 
reflects this in the building 
design and character. 

Considers current and 
possible future character of 
the area and reflects this in 
the building character

Considers current and 
possible future character of 
the area and creates a site 
that builds on and adds to 
this. 

Site Size Site is under 1000sqm Site is 1000sqm - 
4000sqm

Site is 4000sqm - 8000sqm Site is over 8000sqm

Target Market 
(Demographic Variety)

Is not clear regarding 
who the housing is 
provided for.

Provides clear overview of 
target market that is 
focussed on those in 
housing stress.

Provides clear overview of 
target market that is focussed 
on those in housing stress and 
single parent families. 

Provides clear overview of 
target market that is focussed 
on those in housing stress and 
multicultural single parent 
families. 

Housing Type and 
Tenure 

Development creates  an 
unsuitable level of 
density and does not 
allow for rental 
occupancy. 

Development allows for 
rental occupancy on site. 

Development includes a mix 
of housing types and has a 
plan for 80%+ rental 
occupancy. 

Development includes a mix 
of housing types including 
two and three bedroom 
options and has a plan for 
100% rental occupancy. 

Further Considerations for Affordable Housing



Implementation Plan



Stakeholders - Who they are and how they can help  

Footscray is a suburb situated within Maribyrnong City Council. 
The  Council is dedicated to making Footscray a diverse, vibrant, 
democratic and sustainable suburb.

Victoria University has its principal campus located in 
Footscray. It is a higher education institution with numerous 
faculties and research projects.

The  Council can provide policy and financial 
support to encourage affordable housing. 
They may also provide land for the 
development of affordable housing outcomes.

 PTV is the trading name of the Public Transport Development 
Authority (PTDA), a statutory authority responsible for 
providing, coordinating and promoting public transport.

Working with PTV will be necessary to 
improve public transport patronage.

Victoria University is key entity in the 
Footscray area, who provides employment 
and educational opportunities.

VicTrack is a state-owned organization who manage the railway 
infrastructure in Victoria. 

Consultation with Victrack will necessary 
when building on land near railways 



Stakeholders - Who they are and how they can 
help 

Housing Choices Australia provides affordable housing opportunities. 
They already properties across Australia including Footscray

Housing First is a housing company that provides affordable and 
strategic housing. 

Housing Choices Australia manage all housing 
related services including, tenancy and 
property management as well as community 
development. 

As an experienced provider, Housing First will 
play an integral role in shaping affordable 
housing in Footscray.

Active Inclusive Community Housing is a non-for-profit organisation, 
providing assistance and community housing to people with disabilities. 
Working in partnership with support and transitional agencies, 
accommodation seekers, and property owners and operators. Active 
provides and manages long term housing options. 

Active Inclusive Community Housing delivers 
home modifications, project management, 
assistive technology consultation, and property 
and tenancy management to help facilitate 
affordable housing.



Affordable Housing Levers

Section 173 agreements can be utilised to facilitate affordable housing provision. This 
mechanism is implemented by supplying  affordable housing through a voluntary agreement 
between the local government authority and a landowner to deliver affordable housing as 
part of new developments.

Amendments to the Planning and Environment Act 1987 came into effect on 1 June 2018. 
These changes affected the provision of housing  affordable through the following additions: 

● Adding a new objective to the Act “to facilitate the provision of affordable housing in 
Victoria”.

● Providing a definition of affordable housing – “affordable housing is housing, including 
social housing, that is appropriate for the housing needs of very low, low, and 
moderate-income households”.

● Affirming the use of section 173 for voluntary affordable housing agreements “… a 
Responsible Authority may enter into an agreement with an owner of land for the 
development or provision of land in relation to affordable housing”.

Council Agreements and Acts

Affordable Housing Funding

Density Bonus and Density Benefit

What is a density bonus?

A density bonus is an incentive based tool that 

allows a developer to increase the maximum 
allowable height on a site in exchange for either 
funds or in-kind support for specified public policy 
goals.

Density bonuses in action

In New South Wales, SEPP Affordable Rental 

Housing Policy (2009), allowed developers to 
include additional floor space in new developments 

if they include at least 20% affordable housing. If a 
development includes 50% affordable housing, an 
additional 0.5:1 of floor space is permitted in lower 
density developments and additional a 20% is 
permitted in higher density developments. A sliding 
scale formula reduces the amount of the bonus if a 
lower proportion of affordable housing is 
proposed. 

Moonee Valley affordable housing (floor space ratio idea)https://www.mvcc.vic.gov.au/The world bank: density bonus. 
https://urban-regeneration.worldbank.org/node/20

As a result of the Housing Affordability Fund, more than $400 million is being invested  by the 
Australian Government to help to reduce the cost of new homes for homebuyers.

The fund is addressing two significant barriers to increasing the supply of affordable housing:

● The 'holding' costs incurred by developers as a result of long planning and approval 
times; and

● Infrastructure costs, such as the laying of water pipes, sewerage, transport and the 
creation of parks.

The fund provides grants to state, territory and local governments, to work in conjunction 
with the private sector, to reduce housing-related infrastructure and planning costs, and to 
pass savings onto new home purchasers.

Planning Victoria (2018) Planning mechanisms for affordable housing https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/affordable-housing



Ideal Sites for Affordable Housing Provision

The adjacent map outlines the ideal 
locations for affordable housing 
developments in Footscray. This is 
shown in relation to key amenities, 
transport services and green spaces.

The ideal sites were chosen because 
of the services available within 800m 
of the sites. These services included 
public transport, schools, and daily 
amenities. 

Figure 22



Site Size: 3223.75 sqm

Target Market
- People who require immediate public transport access. 
- Ideal for families, particularly single parent families who are in high housing 

stress.

Levers and Incentives
- Location next to train line and lack of neighbouring single detached homes 

allows for higher developments, and thus possible density bonuses.
- Potential for ‘shop-top’ housing (shops on the bottom, residential on top)

Typology 
- Mixed typology including: 

- Blue: Apartment building closer to rail at the back of lot. Apartments 
ideal for mix tenure and those who require immediate public transport 
access. 

- Yellow: Townhouse at front of lot, street facing. 

Tenure 
- Developer built.
- Not-for-profit managed townhouses and apartments.
- 25% affordable housing provision. Arrangement based on developer and 

not-for-profit provider partnership.

Design Features 
- Visitor car parking along side laneway, and basement of apartment.
- Front terraces respective of neighbourhood character.
- 8 storeys to match neighbouring development.

Buckley Street - Private Developer 
Figure 23
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Location : Camden, London, United kingdom 
Developer : Camden Council
Year : 1970s
Scale : 500 homes on 64,700sqm
Provision : 100% when built. Now a mixture 

Context
The estate is situated within the highly built up area of inner north London. The estate 
ranges between three and six storeys. This is to ensure density and a large number of 
dwellings without overshadowing the neighbourhood. 

Target Market 
People who were either in housing stress, homeless or housing which was deemed unfit. 

Housing Type and Tenure 
Each dwelling is designed as a terrace of one to two storeys, as the architect believed each 
dwelling should have its  own front door.

Access to Employment, Services and Transport
Located in the  inner-city, a four minute walk from South Hampstead Overground Station 
and a 11 minute walk from Swiss Cottage Underground Station. It is close to shops and 
there is a bus stop on the edge of the estate.

Sustainable Building Design and Maintenance
The estate was designed in the 1960s so sustainable design is hard to judge. The estate 
does require high levels of maintenance and this has been an issue in the past when 
council could not afford the costs. 

Quality of Life
The development is set off the main streets and is split into multiple building forms to 
provide variety.  The development includes a community centre, special needs school, 
childcare, public park and shops.

Case Study: Alexandra and Ainsworth Estate

Alexandra & Ainsworth Estate Tenants and Residents Association (n.d.). Estate History. Retrieved from URL:http://alexandraandainsworth.org/estate-history-3
RIBA Architecture.com. (n.d.). Neave Brown wins ROyal Gold Medal for architecture. Retrieved from 
URL:https://www.architecture.com/knowledge-and-resources/knowledge-landing-page/neave-brown-wins-royal-gold-medal-for-architecture



Site Size: 5752.01 sqm

Target Market
- Proximity to the aged care facility allows for housing which is suitable for 

seniors transitioning into assisted living,  or for their respective families.

Levers and Incentives
- Inclusionary zoning implemented by government to mandate the 

requirement of 40% social housing on the site.

Typology 
- Activity Centre Zoning next to train line allows for more commercial mixed 

use:
- Blue: Residential only floor
- Grey: Car Parking 
- Yellow: Residential and commercial use such as retail, shared office 

spaces, childcare, etc. 

Tenure 
- Not-for-profit built
- Not-for-profit managed rooming house
- Not-for-profit managed flats
- Not-for-profit built townhouses intended for market sale

Design Features 
- Max height of three storeys  respective of neighbourhood character.
- Laneways provides access to  car park entry away from pedestrian area, 

and allows space for visitor car parking.
- Ample room for green open space which can be utilised as farmers market.

Raleigh Street - Council Not-for-Profit Partnership
Figure 25
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Location : Ashwood, Melbourne, Australia 
Developer : Housing First (formerly Port Phillip Housing Association) 
Year : 2013
Managed by: Housing First
Scale : 282 units and nine townhouses 
Provision : 70% (nine townhouses and 210 units)

Context
Four buildings with a maximum height of seven storeys. Ashwood is a low density suburb, of 
mainly single storey detached homes. The site is located away from these detached houses 
on the edge of a green belt so although it is much taller, it does not overshadow the 
detached homes. 

Target Market 
Aimed at singles and families who are experiencing housing stress or are on a pension or 
other benefit scheme. 93 units (in one building) are allocated for people over 55 years as this 
building is designed so that residents can age in place. 75 dwellings are designed for 
disabled residents and are spread across the site.

Social Housing Type and Tenure 
Includes 148 one bedroom apartments, 52 two bedroom apartments, 1 three bedroom 

apartment, 7 three bedroom town houses and 2 four bedroom townhouses.

Access to Employment, Services and Transport
There is potential for local employment as the site is near shops and businesses. Holmesglen 
Railway Station is a five minute walk.

Sustainable Building Design and Maintenance
The site faces north. This will benefit residents in winter as it will provide natural heating 
however it is unclear if the development uses passive design techniques  so this might be an 
issue in summer.

Quality of Life
The site is set back from the road and is landscaped. The development is split into four 
buildings of different heights which breaks up their appearance in the landscape. The site 
does have some outdoor areas and is also directly opposite Holmesglen Reserve.

Case Study: Ashwood Chadstone Gateway

Housing First. (n.d.). Ashwood Chadstone Gateway. Retrieved from URL:https://housingfirst.org.au/portfolio/developments/104-completed-projects/150-ashwood-chadstone-gateway-project



Site Size: 3993.35 sqm

Target Market
- Apartment style living for key workers, singles and couples. 

Levers and Incentives
- Density bonus due to the location being in relation to  activity centre and 

the typology of the building  and surrounds being more dense.
- Provide 1  floor of paid parking to provide ongoing income. 
- Opt-in parking parking provision for residents.

Typology 
- Appropriate higher density next to activity centre.
- 10 storey building height concordant with neighbouring developments.

- Blue: Residential only
- Grey: Car Parking 
- Purple: Commercial only

Tenure 
- Developer built
- 25% not-for-profit managed apartments

Design Features 
- Setback from Paisley Street.
- High density to suit inner-city location and activity centre location.
- Carbon neutral building  example in centre of city. 
- Passive heating and cooling features. 

Paisley Street - Council Developer Partnership
Figure 27

Figure 28



Case Study: Silodam
Location : Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Developer : De Principaal BV and BV RABO Vastgoed
Year : 2002
Scale : 157 homes on 7,200sqm
Provision : Designed for a range of incomes

Context
Silodam is located at the end of a pier and as such has no neighbouring buildings to be 
concerned with. The building is 10 storeys tall. This is a good medium density height which in 
conjunction with the sites separation from the main city means Silodam does not loom over 
historic Amsterdam.

Target Market
This building accommodates a range of people from low-income families to elderly residents, 
office workers and artists.

Housing Type and Tenure 
There are 15 types of dwellings catering for a variety of needs and wants. Dwellings can be one, 
two or three storeys tall. Dwellings are clustered into ‘neighbourhoods’ of 8 to 12 apartments 
to foster a greater sense of place and community. 

Access to Employment, Services and Transport
The building itself contains various commercial spaces and offices. It also has public spaces for 
residents including courtyards. The project is a 21 minute walk to Amsterdam Central station 
making it very close to the jobs and services of central Amsterdam.  

Sustainable Building Design and Maintenance
The building has large picture windows and lacks external shading. This is likely to be 
appropriate given Amsterdam’s cold winters and mild summers. The building is located in a 
coastal environment which is likely to necessitate high long term maintenance costs. 

Quality of Life
The project is located at the end of a pier and so is completely free from surrounding buildings. 
This isolated location does mean a lack of adjacent parks and green spaces but the project 
incorporates decks, courtyards, roof gardens and shops for the residents and each apartment 
has expansive views.

MVRDV. (n.d). Silodam. Retrieved from URL:https://www.mvrdv.nl/projects/163/silodam
Dezeen. (28 July 2015). MVRDV’s Silodam black contains a cross-section of Amsterdam society says Nathalie de Vcries. Retrieved from URL:https://www.dezeen.com/2015/07/28/silodam-mvrdv-housing-amsterdam-harbour-movie-nathalie-de-vries/



It is clear Footscray will experience a great demand for housing. This demand will further exacerbate the current 
declining affordability of housing in Footscray. 

The Footscray community is diverse in its demographic composition with various cultures, family compositions and 

incomes represented. Our strategies ensure that the predicted growth will not make Footscray any less diverse.

Footscray is already experiencing rent stress but our strategies are targeted to ensure housing affordability for single 

parent families, single person household and people who need universal access.

The key opportunities to provide affordable housing in Footscray includes its close proximity to the CBD, diverse 

community and its walkable accessibility. Key challenges include the growth predicted in population, disparity in income 

levels and Footscray’s car oriented lifestyle. Due to this the principles of this plan to achieve the vision of affordable 

housing and living in Footscray are sustainable design, accessibility and diversity. 

Our three ideal sites exemplify how we believe affordable housing should be provided. The implementation methods of 

affordable housing provision will be on a site-by-site basis, because we envision affordable housing to be built by 

developers, partnered with not-for-profits.

Keeping Footscray Affordable
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