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Immunology Symposium - 50 years: Past & Future 

This year, the Monash University Department of Immunology marks fifty years of 
research and education. This symposium showcases our achievements and current 
activities, and looks to the future. We warmly invite you to join us for an informative and 
entertaining occasion. This is a unique opportunity to meet with some of immunology's 
greats and the young and upcoming talent being mentored by the department. 

Program 

4.00 - 4.30 pm Refreshments and poster viewing (Seminar Room) 

4.30 – 6.00 pm Opening addresses (Lecture Theatre) 

4.30 pm 
MC: Professor Richard Boyd (Head, Immune Regeneration Laboratory, 

Monash University) 

4.35 pm 

Speaker: Professor Fabienne Mackay (Head, Department of 

Immunology) 

“Welcome and introduction; The Department’s achievements and 

future” 

4.50 pm 

Speaker: Professor Jennifer Rolland (Allergy laboratory, Department 

of Immunology) 

“Genesis and evolution of the Department” 

5.10 pm 

Speaker: Professor Ban Hock Toh (Head, Autoimmunity laboratory, 

Centre for Inflammatory Diseases, Monash University) 

“Monash Department of Pathology leadership in Clinical Immunology 

in Australia” 

5.20 pm 
Keynote Speaker: Professor Doug Hilton (Director, Walter and Eliza 

Hall Institute) 

5.50 pm 
Professor Fabienne Mackay: Concluding comments and evening 

program overview 

6.00 – 8.30 pm Refreshments, poster judging and trivia quiz (Seminar Room) 

8.00 pm 
Professor Fabienne Mackay  - Closing Remarks and Awarding of 

Prizes  

Venue: AMREP Seminar Room and Lecture Theatre, between the BakerIDI & Burnet 
Institutes, Alfred Hospital, Commercial Road, Melbourne 
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Symposium speakers 

Professor Fabienne Mackay, Head, Department of Immunology  

Professor Mackay obtained her PhD in 1994 at the Louis Pasteur 
University in Strasbourg.  She then joined BiogenIdec Inc in Boston 
where her work on autoimmunity and cancer led to many patents 
and the development of a new treatment.  In 2000, Professor 
Mackay joined the Garvan Institute in Sydney as a Wellcome Trust 
senior research fellow. Her lab there discovered the role of a new 

molecule named BAFF/BLyS as a key B cell survival factor. In 2009, Belimumab, a 
therapeutic antibody neutralising BAFF met the primary endpoints in a phase III 
clinical trial with lupus patients, run by GSK and Human Genome Sciences.  This 
treatment was approved in 2011, the first new treatment for lupus in 50 years.    

In 2009, Prof Mackay became the 5
th

 Chair of the Department of Immunology at 
Monash University. She is a NHMRC Senior Research Fellow and has authored over 
100 articles/reviews/book chapters, many in high impact factor journals such as 
Nature, J. Exp. Medicine and J Clin Invest. She is a consultant for several biotech and 
pharmaceutical groups. In 2012, Prof Mackay received the Thomson Reuters Australia 
citation and innovation award. 

Professor Douglas Hilton, Director, Walter & Eliza Hall Institute (WEHI) 

Professor Doug Hilton is an alumnus of the Monash University 
Department of Immunology, studying Immunology as a major for his 
Bachelor of Science. He completed an Honours year and PhD at 
WEHI, Melbourne, with two giants of molecular haematology, 
Professors Don Metcalf and Nicos Nicola, purifying and patenting a 
messenger protein called LIF, which is used by laboratories around 

the world to culture mouse embryonic stem cells. 

After his PhD, Doug spent two formative years as a postdoctoral fellow at the 
Whitehead Institute, MIT, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, with Professor Harvey Lodish.  
On returning to Australia in 1993, he continued his research at WEHI on 
communication between cells, discovering several hormone receptors and an entirely 
novel family of STOP signals named the Suppressors of Cytokine Signalling proteins. 

Professor Hilton was appointed Director of WEHI and Research Professor of Medical 
Biology and Head of the Department of Medical Biology at The University of 
Melbourne in March 2009. He has received many prizes and awards for his 
contribution to medical research, including the Amgen Medical Researcher Award and 
the inaugural Commonwealth Health Minister’s Award for Excellence in Health and 
Medical Research.  At the age of just 39 he was elected a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Science and currently serves on this organisation’s Council. In 2008, he 
was recognized as one of the NHMRC’s 'Ten great minds in health and medical 
research'. 
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Emeritus Professor Jennifer Rolland, Department of Immunology 

Jennifer Rolland was one of the department’s first graduate 
students, completing her PhD in 1971 under the supervision of 
Professor Richard Nairn. She then joined the academic staff of the 
Department and developed her longstanding passion for research 
and education in basic and clinical immunology.  She was Deputy 
Head of Department from 1997-2010 frequently acting as Head of 
Department, and served as chair of the Department’s Education 

committee for many years. Following retirement, she continues to enjoy her 
association with the Department and her research activities as an Emeritus Professor.  

Professor Rolland played a pivotal role in the development and delivery of the 
Department’s strong undergraduate and postgraduate programs in Immunology. She 
conducted the first undergraduate program for BSc Honours in 1972 and was 
instrumental in the establishment of the first BSc unit in Immunology in 1976. In 
addition, for several years she managed the diagnostic immunology service in the 
department before this was incorporated into the adjoining Alfred Hospital pathology 
service.  

Together with Professor Robyn O’Hehir, head of Department of Allergy, Immunology 
and Respiratory Medicine at the Alfred, Professor Rolland heads the department’s 
Allergy Research Laboratories. Projects focus on characterising the immune response 
to allergens, in particular the T cell response, with a view to developing safe and 
effective strategies for down-regulating allergic inflammation as well as reliable and 
non-invasive assays for monitoring response to treatment. Development of novel 
treatments for inflammatory lung disease is another major focus of the research 
group. Professor Rolland is an author on over 135 book chapters and journal articles, 
Associate Editor for ‘Clinical and Experimental Allergy’ and a member of the 
Immunology Fellowship Examinations panel for the Australian Institute of Medical 
Scientists. 

Emeritus Professor Ban-Hock Toh, Centre for Inflammatory Diseases 

Professor Ban-Hock Toh leads the Centre for Inflammatory Diseases’ 
Auto-Immunity team at Monash University. He held appointments at 
universities in Singapore (1967-1968) and Malaysia (1969-1970), 
before joining Monash University in 1972. 

Professor Toh was the Head of the Department of Immunology 
(1995-2005) and Senior Staff Specialist in Immunology at the Alfred 
Hospital (1997-2005). He was Chief Examiner for the Royal College of 

Pathologists Australia in Immunology (1995-2000), Regional Editor (Australasia) for 
Autoimmunity (1993-2001), Commonwealth Medical Fellow, MRC Immunology Unit, 
London (1979), Fogarty Visiting Scientist, National Institutes of Health, USA (1983 and 
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Richard Boyd and Harry Ward at the 

fluorescence microscope 

1989), Visiting Professor, University of Singapore (1992) and University of Innsbruck, 
Austria (2002). 

In 2006, he accepted a fractional professorial appointment in the Centre for 
Inflammatory Diseases. He is an Honorary Professor, Monash Immunology and Stem 
Cell Laboratory, Professorial Fellow, Baker Heart Research Institute and Immunologist, 
Gribbles Pathology. His track record includes over 200 publications, including seven 
letters to Nature and 19 book chapters. He is internationally recognised for his work 
on autoimmune gastritis and pernicious anaemia. 

Professor Richard Boyd, Head, Immune Regeneration Laboratory, 
Monash University 

Professor Richard Boyd is an alumnus of the Department of 
Immunology, Monash University. He first stepped onto Monash 
turf when he signed up for a Bachelor of Science in 1969.  Soon 
after graduating, he showed up to an interview with a prospective 
Honours supervisor at the Alfred while dressed in board-shorts, 
thongs and long hair. Despite the young surfie's unconventional 
dress, Professor Richard Nairn took him on as a student. He was 

one of the first three students in Australia to take Immunology for a BSc Honours. He 
did his PhD in the department followed by a five-year post-doctoral fellowship at 
Innsbruck in Austria. He then returned to the Department and continued his active 
research and education career. In 2002 he became Chief Scientific Officer (CSO) of 
Norwood Immunology and in 2005 he relocated to Clayton campus as Deputy 
Director, Monash Immunology and Stem Cell Laboratories becoming Director in 2007.  
He currently heads the Immune Regeneration Laboratory in the School of Biomedical 
Sciences. His prestigious awards include the Australian Federal Government Centenary 
Medal for Service to International Medical Research and Undergraduate Teaching. 

Professor Boyd’s research interests 
focus on the thymus - the organ 
solely responsible for generating 
immune protection, but which 
severely atrophies with age.  Among 
various projects, his team 
researches the possibility for its 
reactivation in cancer patients 
receiving chemotherapy. They also 
use the anti-inflammatory 
properties of mesenchymal stem 
cells and amnion stem cells to 
promote tissue repair. 
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About the department 

In 1963, the Department of Pathology was established at the Alfred Hospital campus 
primarily for the delivery of pathology education programs for medical students and 
for service delivery in pathology.  However, as immunology rapidly became its 
particular research strength and it introduced undergraduate programs in basic and 
clinical immunology into the science course, in 1975 the Department was renamed the 
Department of Pathology and Immunology. It was one of the first Departments to 
introduce undergraduate teaching programs in immunology in Australia. The creation 
of a strong post-graduate student cohort was an early activity of the Department and 
it continues to nurture many distinguished graduate alumni. In 2004 following a 
Department review and restructuring of the medical course, the disciplines of 
immunology and pathology were separated. The Department of Immunology 
continued to deliver and expand its suite of immunology and human pathology units 
for the Bachelor of Science and the Bachelor of Biomedical Science courses, while 
pathology teaching for the medical course came under the auspices of a Pathology 
Teaching Board.   The research activities of the Department have encompassed a wide 
range of basic and clinical immunology programs and in particular in its early years, it 
played a key role in establishing state-of-the-art technology especially in fluorescence 
microscopy and flow cytometry.  Its staff and students have also been key players in 
the development of the national societies for immunology (ASI) and clinical 
immunology/allergy (ASCIA).  Over the years, the Department has established itself as 
an internationally renowned centre with combined expertise in education and 
research in immunology and immunopathology. 

Heads of Department 

Note: Biographies for Ban-Hock Toh and Fabienne Mackay are in the Speaker section. 

 

2013

Richard Nairn

1963-1984 James Goding

1985-1995 Ban-Hock Toh

1995-2005
Michael Berndt

2006-2008
Fabienne Mackay

2009-

1963
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Prof Nairn at the 
fluorescence 
microscope 

 

Prof Nairn with the 
Department’s first flow 
cytometer 1979 

 

Foundation Chair of Pathology, Professor Richard Nairn 

Professor Richard Nairn came to 
Australia as the foundation 
professor of Pathology at the newly 
opened Monash University in 1963.  
Prior to this he was a senior 
lecturer/consultant pathologist at 
the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, having previously 
completed his medical training and 
MD and PhD degrees at the 
University of Liverpool, England.  
During the war for three years he 
served as a surgeon lieutenant with 
the Royal Navy, honing his discipline 
and effective organisational skills, 
invaluable for his subsequent 
career.  His initial task at Monash was to organise the undergraduate pathology 
program for the first intake of medical students.  Based at the Alfred Hospital but 
without a formal pathology service commitment, he made clinical immunology the 
department’s banner. He established one of the first diagnostic immunology services 
in Australia, with his staff comprising experts on renal, skin and auto-immune 
diseases.  He was a founder of the medical discipline of clinical immunology in 
Australia and made a significant contribution to the development of training and 
research at a time when the essential nature and clinical importance of the immune 
system were just unfolding. At the same time, his vision of immunology as a future 
area for exciting development in biomedical research led him to develop teaching and 
research programs in immunology for science, another pioneering activity in Australia. 
Professor Nairn had a passion for developing technology for immunofluorescence and 
fluorescence microscopy, editing a seminal text “Fluorescent Protein Tracing” which 
remained such for many years.  He embraced the arrival of flow cytometry with 
enthusiasm, acquiring one of Australia’s first flow cytometers for the Department.  He 
utilised these technologies in his studies on lymphocyte subset marker identification, 
tumour immunology and autoimmune diseases. 

Professor Nairn was an excellent communicator, both spoken and written.  He was a 
strong and forceful leader, and played a major role in shaping the faculty of medicine 
at Monash in its first quarter century. He utilised his considerable tactical skills 
effectively at the University as well as on the chess board.  He retired in 1984 and later 
returned to England where he became honorary archivist for the British Society of 
Immunology.  He died in 1995. 
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Monash research laboratories  (levels  2, 3) in 

the newly completed  AMREP building, 2002 
AMREP construction August 2000 

Emeritus Professor James Goding 

 When Professor James Goding was appointed as Chairman of 

Pathology and Immunology at Monash University in December 1984, he 

was the first Monash undergraduate to return to the university as full 

professor. With a background in medicine at Monash and immunology 

research at Harvard and the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, he set about 

reinvigorating the department’s infrastructure and research 

achievements. In particular he made a number of excellent medical and 

science academic appointments, leading to a steady increase in research grant success 

and strengthening the Department’s teaching resources.  He also played a key role in the 

initiation and design of the new Monash research laboratories at AMREP. He was an 

enthusiastic and innovative educator of both medical and science students. Following the 

Department’s restructure in 2004, he became the Chair of Experimental Pathology in the 

School of Biomedical Sciences, from which he retired this year.   

Professor Michael Berndt 

Professor Berndt was appointed Head of the Department of 
Immunology at Monash in 2006.  With a strong background in 
biomedical research at the Baker Medical Research Institute and the 
Department of Biochemistry at Monash University, as well as serving 
for several years as Deputy Dean for Research in the Faculty of 
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences at Monash, he provided 
excellent research career mentorship for staff and students.  He has 

received numerous national and international research awards, including a 
Distinguished Career Award from the International Society on Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis in 2003. His particular research interests in inflammation and vascular 
biology provided important new linkages for the Department’s research programs in 
immunology.  In 2008, he accepted the position of Head of the College of Medicine 
and Health, University College Cork, Ireland and subsequently, Interim Director of the 
Biosciences Institute, UCC.  He is currently Pro-Vice Chancellor of Health Sciences at 
Curtin University, Perth. 



 

Immunology Symposium 4 October 2013  Page 10 of 20 

 

Current research programs  

BAFF Autoimmunity and Leukemia Laboratory 

Lab head: Professor Fabienne Mackay 

Research investigates mechanisms leading to autoimmune disease with 
a particular focus on Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) and cancers 
such as leukemia, and more generally tumor immunology.  The natural 
cytokine BAFF is essential for B cell survival and development but when 
produced in high amounts, it drives a disease similar to SLE in mice and 

humans.  The laboratory has shown that BAFF has functions on other cell types than B 
cells important for autoimmunity and cancer.  

Allergy Laboratory 

Lab heads: Professors Robyn O’Hehir and 
Jennifer Rolland 

Major research areas include characterising the 
nature, immunoreactivity and cross-reactivity of 
clinically important allergens, elucidating 
mechanisms of allergic diseases, and developing 

novel therapeutics for allergic and inflammatory lung diseases. Of particular interest 
are the development of safe specific immunotherapy for allergens of high anaphylactic 
potential such as peanut and shellfish, and the translation of follistatin as a novel 
therapeutic for inflammatory lung disease.  

Diabetic and Ischemic Retinopathies Laboratory 

Lab head: Professor Jennifer Wilkinson-Berka 
There is an increasing prevalence of vision-threatening diseases in our 
community, which include retinopathy of prematurity and diabetic 
retinopathy. These conditions are a major cause of blindness, and 
currently there are no treatments to prevent their progression to severe 

retinal injury. A number of causal factors for these diseases are being evaluated, 
including oxidative stress, blood pressure control involving the renin-angiotensin 
aldosterone system and inflammatory pathways such as the adaptive immune system.  

Vaccine and Infectious Diseases Laboratory 

Lab Head: Professor Magdalena Plebanski 

The lab aims to develop a two tier approach to generate effective 
vaccines: 1) using nanotechnology to make new vaccines (nanovaccines) 
and 2) through the understanding of immune regulation during disease, 
focusing on the activities of DCs and Tregs, and how they can induce or 

suppress immune responses. Together these two strands of research help us to design 
uniquely potent vaccines for immunotherapy and prevention of diseases such as 
cancer and malaria. 
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Autoimmunity and Gene Therapy Laboratory 

Lab head: A/ Professor Frank Alderuccio  
Research focuses on devising and assessing strategies that promote 
immune tolerance in the context of autoimmunity.  The key strategy 
that is currently being examined involves the concept of ectopic 
expression of antigen and tolerance, and the induction of tolerance that 

can be promoted via the bone marrow compartment. 

Leukocyte Signalling Laboratory 

Lab Head: A/Professor Margaret Hibbs 

We study signalling pathways that play a role in immune system 
development and function. We investigate the regulation of 
development of immunity and processes that are perturbed when 
autoimmunity and inflammatory diseases develop. Also of interest is 
the regulation of haematopoiesis to better understand the signals that 

go awry in the development of blood cell cancers, and the mechanisms underlying 
chronic inflammatory lung disease in order to identify key pathways or targets for 
therapeutic intervention. 

Leucocyte Membrane Protein Laboratory 

Lab Head: A/Professor Mark Wright 

We study how cells of the immune system communicate, migrate and 
signal using a superfamily of membrane proteins known as 
tetraspanins. This family of proteins organize the other proteins on the 
cell surface into microdomains.  Membrane organization by 

tetraspanins is critically important in cell biology and affects almost all cellular 
functions. 

Diabetes Laboratory 

Lab head: A/Professor Robyn Slattery 

Type 1 diabetes results from T cell mediated autoimmune destruction 
of insulin producing pancreatic beta cells.  Research combines an 
immunopathological approach with genetic linkage studies using 
experimental mouse models to understand how autoreactive T cells are 
selected in the thymus, how they are activated in the pancreatic lymph 

node, and how they cause beta cell destruction resulting in loss of insulin production, 
and the development of Type 1 diabetes.    

Viral immunology Laboratory 

Lab Head:  Dr Rose Ffrench 
Research focuses on the immune responses to viral infections, 
particularly HCV and HIV, and using this information to develop novel 
vaccine candidates. We are also involved in translational studies of 

vaccines and immunotherapies, monitoring the development of immune responses in 
early phase clinical trials. 
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Immunology practical class in the refurbished teaching laboratory at Clayton campus 

Education Programs 

The Department of Immunology conducts a suite 
of undergraduate and postgraduate programs in 
immunology and pathology and is one of the top 
ten academic units at Monash University. It has a 
long history of undergraduate teaching at Monash 
University since 1972, when it offered its first BSc 
Honours course in Immunology.  Through its 
transition from the Department of Pathology, to 
Pathology and Immunology and now as the Department of Immunology it has been 
instrumental in establishing many key areas of learning including immunology, human 
pathology and cell biology. With a focus on Immunology, the department offers the 
most extensive immunology course of all Australian universities, with a structure of 
basic to advanced immunology and supported by practical and research components. 

Evolving from a single third year BSc subject first introduced in 1976, the department 
now teaches immunology across a varied range of degrees including Bachelor of 
Science (BSc), Bachelor of Biomedical Science (BBiomedSc), Bachelor of Biotechnology 
(BBiotech) and MBBS.  The interest in immunology as a discipline is clearly reflected by 
the number of students undertaking immunology as part of their specific degrees.  
Over the past decade, student numbers undertaking dedicated immunology subjects 
have steadily increased, with major expansions in our program in 2006 and 2012 with 
the introduction of immunology teaching at the second year level.  In 2001, the 
Department joined with the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology to offer Human 
Pathology as third year BSc/BMS units in response to restructuring of the Science 
course and popular demand from students.  These units remain attractive options for 
many biomedical science students. 
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The commitment of our staff to providing students with a strong foundation in 
immunology is reflected by the excellent feedback from our students and the desire 
for many to pursue further studies into the honours and post-graduate programs.  As 
the sole department within the Central Clinical School teaching into the Bachelor of 
Science, the department has also been instrumental in developing and delivering not 
only the immunology honours program, but in administering the broader honours 
programs across the School and institutes within the AMREP site.  The ability to offer 
basic and clinically related projects provides a unique mix of experiences and attracts 
many students to this campus.  

Undergraduate studies 

Enrolments 

The department’s enrolments have steadily grown, undergraduate interest in second 
year Immunology units in particular increasing steeply. The department maintains a 
strong record of Honours enrolments, completions and feed through to PhD studies, 
as students are of high quality and the department’s teachers and researchers are 
enthusiastic and committed.  
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Eleanor Jones, winner of the Nairn medal 

in Immunology, 2009 

Undergraduate academic awards 

The department celebrates academic excellence with a number of annual awards for 
the top performing students in the fields of Immunology or Human Pathology. The 
Nairn Prize in Immunology, named after our founding chairman, is given to the top 
Immunology honours student completing their project within the Central Clinical 
School. The Mark Barnett Memorial award for human pathology is given to the top 
human pathology student and named in memory of a dedicated pathology lecturer in 
the department, Dr Mark Barnett.  In 2010, the Jared Purton Prize in Immunology was 
established in memory of a talented former PhD graduate from the department who 
was tragically killed while completing his post-doctoral training overseas.  This award 
is offered to the top undergraduate BSc or BBiomedSc student undertaking 
immunology as their major field of study. 

Postgraduate studies 

The Department of Immunology has a long and proud history in the training and 
mentoring of postgraduate students.  Over its 50 years as a teaching department, 
hundreds of students have successfully completed their post-graduate studies, with 
many going on to establish their own research directions and become world leaders in 
their field of Immunology.  Equally, we have many students who have taken their skills 
to become successful leaders in other areas such as education, law and industry.  Our 
commitment to students is taken very seriously and the department was recently 
ranked second across the university for Higher Degree by Research (HDR) coordination 
and training.  
 

Elisha Horat: winner of the Mark Barnett 
memorial award, 2009 
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Department of Immunology undergraduate teaching staff, 2013 
L-R back row: A/Prof Mark Wright, Dr Rose Ffrench, A/Prof Frank Alderuccio, A/Prof Robyn 
Slattery 
L-R front row: Dr Anita Barry, Prof Fabienne Mackay, Dr Kim Murphy 
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Young Investigator Award Poster presentations 

 Name Group Poster Title 

 

Jodie 

Abramovitch 

Jennifer 

Rolland/ 

Robyn 

O’Hehir 

IgE reactivity of blue swimmer crab 

tropomyosin, Por p 1, and other 

allergens; cross-reactivity with black 

tiger prawn and effects of heating 

 

Maria 

Demaria 

Mark 

Wright 

The tetraspanin CD53 regulates L-

selectin expression, lymphocyte 

homing and inflammation 

 

Jieyu Chung Frank 

Alderuccio 

T and B cell restricted MOG expression 

through retroviral transduction of bone 

marrow stem cells mediates protection 

against EAE induction 

 

Kirsten 

Fairfax 

Fabienne 

MacKay 

Protection from autoimmune nephritis 

in mice transgenic for BAFF, but lacking 

CD19 

 

William 

Figgett 

Fabienne 

MacKay 

TACI is critical for autoantibody 

production in BAFF-driven 

autoimmunity 

 

Timothy 

Gottschalk 

Margaret 

Hibbs/ 

Mhairi 

Maxwell 

Therapeutic targeting of inflammation 

in Systemic Lupus Erythamatosus 

 

Chindu 

Govindaraj 

Magdalena 

Plebanski 

Lenalidomide synergises with 

azacitidine to enhance effector 

cytokine production by T cells in Acute 

Myeloid Leukemia patients. 
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Eleanor Jones Mark 

Wright 

Tetraspanin CD82 plays a vital role in 

antigen presentation and processing in 

dendritic cells, and influences 

migration in opposition to CD37 

 

Ying Ying 

Kong 

Magdalena 

Plebanski 

SHIP-1 expression maybe involved in 

the endocytic functions of early bone 

marrow-derived dendritic cells but not 

myeloid derived suppressor cells 

 

Maverick Lau Margaret 

Hibbs 

Increased Lyn activity perturb type ii 

epithelial cells proportion leading to 

emphysema and increase propensity of 

lung cancer in mice 

 

Rohimah 

Mohamud 

Magdalena 

Plebanski/ 

Robyn 

O’Hehir 

PS50G nanoparticles altered 

TNFR2+Foxp3+ regulatory T cells in the 

lung and ameliorate allergic asthma in 

a mouse model 

 

Zeyad Nasa Frank 

Alderuccio 

Bone marrow gene therapy following 

non myeloablative pre-conditioning to 

induce immune tolerance 

 

Angela 

Pizzola 

Jennifer 

Rolland/ 

Robyn 

O’Hehir 

High fat diet impairs respiratory 

tolerance in a mouse model of allergic 

asthma 

 

Evelyn 

Tsantikos 

Margaret 

Hibbs 

IL-6 trans-signaling contributes to 

autoimmune-mediated lupus nephritis 

Young Investigator Awards proudly sponsored by Sigma-Aldrich 
and BD in the PhD and Postdoctoral categories. 
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An evolving department 
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Department of Immunology, 2013 

Front row (L-R) - Prof Magdalena Plebanski, Prof Fabienne Mackay (HOD), Emeritus Prof Jenny 
Rolland, A/Prof Robyn Slattery, A/Prof Frank Alderuccio, Prof Robyn O'Hehir, Dr Rose Ffrench, Dr 
Alex Agrotis.  

2nd row: A/Prof Mark Wright, Mr Damien Saulep-Easton (PhD student), Dr Rachael Borg, Prof 
Jenny Wilkinson-Berka, Ms Chindu Govindaraj (PhD student), Dr Charles Hardy.  

3rd row: Dr Will Figgett, Ms Pin-Shie Quah (PhD student), Ms Maria Demaria (PhD student), Ms 
Rohimah Mohamud (PhD student), Ms Ying Ying Kong(PhD student), Mr Jie-Yu Chung (PhD student).  

4th row: Dr Nicole Mifsud, Ms Nina McLean, Ms Tracy Phan, Ms Neeru Varese, Dr Angela Pizzolla, 
Ms Jodie Abramovitch (PhD student), Ms Erika Duan (PhD student), Ms Aleshia Evans (Hons 
student), Dr Sue Xiang.  Sitting on the bench, Mr Mutsa Madondo (PhD student), Dr Roksana 
Armani, Dr Fabien Vincent (PhD student).  

5th row: Mr Amit Joglekar (PhD student), Mr Abhirup Jayasimhan (PhD student), Mr Gao Qian 
(PhD student), Mr Qingguang Han (Hons student), Ms Lauren Maisey (Hons student), Mr Timothy 
Gottschalk (PhD student), Mr Casey Snyder (Hons student), Dr Evelyn Tsantikos. 

Absent: Ms Devy Deliyanti, Dr Kirsten Fairfax, Ms Emily Hargreaves (Hons student), Ms Jennifer 
Hauptman (Hons student), A/Prof Margaret Hibbs, Ms Eleanor Jones (PhD student), Ms Indzi 
Katik (PhD student), Mr Maverick (Wei Loon) Lau (PhD student), Ms Melanie Le Page, Dr Mhairi 
Maxwell, Ms Aislin Meehan (PhD student), Dr Kim Murphy, Mr Zeyad Nasa (PhD student), Dr 
Oanh Nguyen, Dr Sara Prickett, Ms Louise Rowntree (PhD student), Mr Dean Talia (PhD student), 
Ms Astrid Voskamp, Dr Janet Wee, Ms Kirsty Wilson (PhD student), Mr Jun Yao, Ms Pam Tong Zhu 
(PhD student).  



Monash University reserves the right to alter information, procedures, fees and regulations contained in this docu-
ment. Please check the Monash University website for updates (www.monash.edu). All information reflects prescrip-
tions, policy and practice in force at time of publication. Published September 2013. MM362917

Contact us

Department of Immunology, Central Clinical School

Monash University @ Alfred Medical Research and Education Precinct

Reception: Level 2, Monash University Building
99 Commercial Road
Melbourne VIC 3004

Telephone:  +61 3 9903 0713 
Fax: +61 3 9903 0038
Email: med.immadmin@monash.edu 
Web: www.med.monash.edu/immunology  

 facebook.com/Monash.University 

 twitter.com/CCSMonash 

 pinterest.com/CCSMonash/central-clinical-school-monash-university/ 

 youtube.com/user/CCSMonash 

 ccsmonash.blogspot.com.au

Location: Melways map reference 2L D9
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