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MONASH UNIVERSITY

Monash University is proud to 
consistently rank among the top 
100 universities in the world. That 
achievement is due to many factors, 
among them being our top-quality 
teaching and outstanding facilities. 

We pride ourselves on our culture of integrity and respect. We are committed to building and 
maintaining a sound ethical culture, one which demonstrates integrity and respect in everything we do. 
Monash University is a leader in social justice and inclusion. As a progressive and socially responsible 
institution, we are continually working to better ourselves and ensure we provide an inclusive and safe 
environment for all students and staff. A modern and progressive University, Monash is also Australia’s 
largest, with more courses, more study options, more research projects, and more international 
exchanges, helping our graduates set themselves apart from their peers.

With students from over 170 countries, and a presence in Australia, Italy, Malaysia, India, South Africa 
and China, as a student with Monash, you will benefit from an education rich in diversity and one which 
is represented globally. Monash learning is all about discovery, creativity, challenge and opportunity. 
We will support and inspire you to not just to learn, but to apply your knowledge to real-life situations 
in our sophisticated and innovative learning environments: pharmacy students create medications 
in a virtual laboratory; finance students work in an immersive trading environment; and engineering 
students build and race real cars. 

With specialised services for students including career services, childcare, mental and physical 
health and financial services, and special support for rural Australians, international students, and 
indigenous students, Monash embraces difference and offers students support to uphold our values of 
inclusiveness and social justice.

Globally in the Times 
Higher Education World 
University Rankings 2020

Ranked Sixth in the world 
in the Times Higher 
Education Golden Age 
University ranking 2019

Globally according to the 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) 
World University Rankings 
2020 

Globally and third in 
Australia in Shanghai 
Ranking’s Academic Ranking 
of World Universities 2019

In the World’s most 
International Universities in 
2017 as released by Times 
Higher Education

MONASH IS RANKED: 

64th

6th

55th

73rd

21st
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Danielle is an Australian leader in implementation research and knowledge translation in 
the general practice setting. She is Head of the Department of General Practice and is also 
a GP in Melbourne. Over the course of her career, Danielle has made significant, sustained 
and ongoing contributions as a researcher and educator to advance general practice and 
primary health care in Australia and as a proponent of evidence-based quality improvement 
through guideline development and implementation. She leads the NHMRC Centre of 
Research Excellence in Sexual and Reproductive Health for Women in Primary Care (SPHERE), 
which aims to improve the quality, safety, and capacity of primary health care services to 
achieve better outcomes in women’s sexual and reproductive health. She has acquired more 
than $33 million in competitive funding as a Chief Investigator and has 178 peer-reviewed 
publications in international and national refereed journals.

Monash University’s Department of General Practice wants to help develop the careers of 
others like Danielle. We welcome trainees and students with a range of interests to further 
their careers by undertaking an Honours or PhD program, enrolling in a summer or winter 
scholarship program, or pursuing an Academic Registrar post with us. 

PROFESSOR DANIELLE MAZZA
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Established in 1975, Monash University’s Department of General Practice is now one 
of the largest general practice teaching departments in Australia. Globally recognised 
for innovation and excellence in general practice education and research, and highly 
regarded for its commitment to translational research in primary care, our work is 
informed by a commitment to primary health care which ensures equitable access and 
quality of care for all, where patient experience and voice is central to their healthcare.

THE DEPARTMENT OF  GENERAL PRACTICE

The Department has played host to some of the biggest names in Australian General 
Practice, including Emeritus Professor John Murtagh (of Murtagh’s General Practice), 
Professor Neil Carson, and Professor Leon Piterman.

Each year our academics publish more than 100 publications, including journal articles 
and book chapters. Our research attracts investment from research funding bodies 
such as the National Health and Medical Research Council, the Medical Research 
Future Fund and the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners.

The Department is a leader in primary healthcare education and research in Australia. 
With a welcoming and supportive environment our staff and students develop a 
taste of interdisciplinary research locally, nationally and globally. They have been 
consistently successful winning competitive travel grants, research grants and 
opportunities to present their research at national and international conferences.

Each year we have over 30 research students take part in our research training 
programs. We also have a growing community of early career researchers developing 
their skills and expertise in primary care research. The Department provides a 
supportive environment, with quality supervision and mentorship, regular team 
meetings, and excellent study facilities. We provide students with research experience 
which puts them at the forefront of theory and practice in general practice.
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A COMMITMENT TO HIGH-QUALITY 
CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH

For over 35 years, the Department of 
General Practice has had a mission 
of teaching medical students and 
contributing to the understanding, 
application and advancement of general 
practice.

Our reputation for excellence has been earned 
over many years and we are committed to 
exposing our students to high-quality general 
practice and primary care research, 
highlighting the many opportunities a career in 
general practice can bring. All of our students, 
from undergraduate students to postgraduate, 
have the opportunity to undertake cutting 
edge research that will inform clinical practice 
and policy questions in primary health care.

Research and 
education are two 
sides of the same coin 

-Professor Charles
Bridges-Webb

“

“
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OUR ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

SUMMER AND WINTER SCHOLARS

MD SCHOLARLY INTENSIVE 
PLACEMENT (SIP)

HONOURS

ACADEMIC REGISTRAR POST

DOCTOR OR PHILOSOPHY (PhD)

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (MPhil)
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SUMMER AND WINTER SCHOLARS

Our summer and winter vacation programs help students develop a taste for 
what it is like conducting a research project at the Department of General 
Practice by undertaking a small project during semester breaks

The scholarship supports students during 
a 4-6 week winter or summer placement 
to develop new skills and explore potential 
career options and research pathways. By 
participating in this scholarship program, 
students expand their networks and have 
numerous opportunities to participate in:

Scholars join a small but supportive 
team which inspires and
encourages their contributions and 
nurtures the growth of their 
communication and research skills. 

At the end of the summer/winter 
scholarship program, scholars emerge 
with a certificate of completion and a 
clearer idea of their research and career 
pathways.

Early career researcher meetings

Whole of department meetings 

Academic seminars
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MD SCHOLARLY INTENSIVE PLACEMENT (SIP)

A Scholarly Intensive Placement (SIP) with the Department of General Practice offers 
students the opportunity to undertake a professional placement with scholarly 
work or get involved with internationally recognised research streams on a variety 
of projects. The department offers 5 categories of SIPs.

Professional Practice SIP BMedSc (Hons) Student SIP 

Primary Health Care Organisation SIP 

Research Stream SIP 

Professional Practice SIP 
(Education focused) 

Benefit from one-on-one clinical experience 
and scholarly work with a placement in a 
general practice setting. Spending some 
of your time seeing patients and the rest 
working on a project within that practice, 
students can gain invaluable pre-intern 
experience in a clinical setting, all while 
developing their skills in scholarly work.

For BMedSc (Hons) students who completed 
their year with the Department of General 
Practice, there is an opportunity to complete 
their 6-week SIP with the Department of 
General Practice. Normally, students use 
that time to complete work, write papers 
or commence new work. Your primary 
supervisor will help you develop your 
programme of work. 

Students can benefit from undertaking 
scholarly work with other primary health care 
organisations. Availability is dependent on 
rotations, and the locations and projects will 
vary. However, engaging in scholarly work 
with another primary care stakeholder can be 
enormously beneficial for students looking to 
explore areas of research interest at another 
organisation. 

Students spend 6 weeks working on a 
research project within the Department of 
General Practice. The Department of General 
Practice research teams explore a number of 
topics, including known areas of excellence in 
Women’s Health, Guideline Development and 
Implementation in Primary Care, Vulnerable 
Populations, Prevention and Management 
of Chronic and Complex Conditions and 
Mindfulness-Based Research and Teaching. 
A supportive department will guide students 
through their work on an existing or stand-
alone research project. 

The education focused professional practice 
SIP involves the same mix of clinical practice 
and scholarly work, with the scholarly work 
occurring with the Department of General 
Practice teaching team in Notting Hill. 
Projects will vary, but include curriculum 
work, producing evidence-based educational 
material, and participating in teaching. 

Visit for more information about our SIPS Program: 
www.monash.edu/medicine/spahc/general-practice/study/MD/md-scholarly-intensive-placement-sip/
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HONOURS

OUR POINT OF DIFFERENCE WHY CHOOSE US

The Department of General Practice has established itself as one of Australia’s premier 
departments for academic primary care and provides a supportive and collaborative 
environment for students looking to enhance their research skills and propel their 
careers in research.

The Department of General Practice is 
able to provide supervision to students 
from either the BMedSc (Hons) or 
Biomedical Science (BMS) Honours 
programs.

As an Honours research student in 
General Practice you will have supervision 
and mentorship from internationally and 
nationally recognised leaders in academic 
primary care, and will work and study 
within a supportive and collaborative 
research environment. 

You will also participate in our primary 
care research education program which 
uniquely addresses the gap between 
general research training and the skills 
and knowledge needed to effectively 
conduct research and impact upon policy 
and practice in the primary care setting.

Our student researchers consistently receive competitive travel grants, research 
grants, opportunities to present at National and International Conferences and other 
awards. Some examples of international conference presentations include:

1. Elodie Bernard. Interconception care in general practice: a qualitative exploratory
study. Presentation to the Society for Academic Primary Care (SAPC) annual
scientific meeting, Exeter, UK. 2019

2. Greasha Rathnasekara. Contraception counselling in areas of high teenage
pregnancy: a study of General Practitioners’ insights.  Presentation to the Society
for Academic Primary Care (SAPC) annual scientific meeting, Exeter, UK. 2019

• Development of core primary care
research skills and understanding
of ethics through workshops and
seminars.

• Exposure to a wide range of primary
care research methods and topics
through a weekly academic seminar
series.

• Development of communication skills
and understanding of Knowledge
Exchange.

• Professional and career development,
including support for conference
attendance, mentoring networking,
leadership and career opportunities.

• Support for course requirements,
including support and mentoring for
research projects, confirmation of
candidature, as well as supporting
supervisor training and management.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Our Honours program enables students to work within the Department of General 
Practice on a defined research project, with the support, supervision and mentorship 
of a designated academic supervisor.

Under the guidance of a supervisor, our Honours graduates develop a range of 
advanced academic skills including:

Working collaboratively and 
independently to answer a 
research problem

Conceptualising research 
ideas

Undertaking critical 
appraisal and synthesis 
of scientific data

Finding and reporting 
scientific literature

Time and project 
management skills 

Synthesising complex 
clinical and scientific 
information

Communication skills 
(written and oral)

Understanding of 
critical ethical issues 
in primary care 

Analytic skills for 
quantitative and 
qualitative data

Research skills

Visit for more information about our Honours program 
www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/2216786/Combined-flyer-finalv2.pdf
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OUR RESEARCH STRENGTHS

I have had a really rewarding year 
undertaking my BMedSc (Hons) at 
the Department of General Practice 
in 2019. My supervisors, Professor 
Danielle Mazza and Dr Asvini 
Subasinghe have supported me to 
become a more independent thinker, 
and I am grateful for the experience to 
work with them. I would recommend 
the Department of General Practice 
as a place to do your BMedSc (Hons) 
as not only are you supported by your 
supervisors, but there are many other 
learning opportunities involved to 
help develop your research skills. You 
will never feel alone while doing your 
research at the Department of General 
Practice!

~Seema Deb 

THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
ASPECT OF 
AN Y FURTHER 
DEGREE OR 
TRAINING IN 
RESEARCH 
HINGES ON 
EXCELLENT 
SUPERVISION

The world-class Honours degree empowers students to be able to undertake 
research into some of the most pressing global health challenges of our time. The 
Honours degree is a year long program that enables students to develop 
advanced academic and research skills. Undertaking an Honours year in general 
practice provides students the chance to shape the focus of their research 
project, with the support of an experienced academic supervisor working within 
one of our areas of research strength. 

Our Research Strengths 

• Prevention and management of chronic disease and complex health conditions

• Guideline Development and Implementation in Primary Care

• Vulnerable populations

• Women’s health

“ “

“
“
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ACADEMIC POST REGISTRAR

Dan Epstein accepting the RACGP Registrar of the Year 
Award and Pallavi Prathivadi accepting the Charles-

Bridges-Web Memorial Award

An Academic Post provides 
exposure to research and 
teaching in an academic 
environment and encourages 
registrars to incorporate 
academic work into their 
careers. Registrars identify and 
conduct research into a project 
they are passionate about and 
develop skills and confidence in 
research and education.

At Monash University, you will join 
a thriving academic department 
committed to developing the skills 
and knowledge needed to impact 
upon policy and practice in primary 
health care. As an Academic Post 
Registrar at Monash University you 
will:

 z Have 12-month part-time supervision from international and national leaders in 
academic primary care in a supportive and collaborative academic environment

 z Join our graduate research program, together with postgraduate research 
fellows, PhD and Honours students, and visiting international scholars

 z Work within one of our areas of research strength to develop research skills as 
part of your individualised learning plan; linked with an experienced research 
supervisor who will support you through all stages of your research project

 z Gain skills and confidence as an educator, under the supervision and mentorship 
of one of our experienced GP educators, while teaching in the Monash medical 
program.

Visit for more information about Academic Post Registrar Program: 
www.monash.edu/medicine/spahc/general-practice/study/research-training/gp-academic-post-registrars
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MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (MPhil)

The Department of General Practice Master of Philosophy is offered to general 
practitioners and other healthcare professionals working in family medicine 
who wish to expand their knowledge and skills in areas relevant to primary 
healthcare research. Additionally, there is the opportunity for suitably qualified 
candidates to progress to a PhD.

When candidates have completed their course, they will have an understanding of 
the key issues in the primary healthcare setting that are relevant to their research 
area. These will include:

 z Drivers of primary health care change – political, social and economic

 z Organisational structures in primary health care

 z E-Health initiatives in primary health care

 z Patient perspectives and participation in primary health care

The Department of General Practice offers candidates opportunities to improve 
their skills in medical education and primary care research. Support for GPs 
returning to study is provided through group activities in the department that run 
on a weekly basis. Candidature involves the independent investigation of a 
research problem that has been formulated by the candidate under the direct 
supervision of a member of our academic staff. Within our department there are 
several major research options available to students in the primary health care 
field (see below).

 

z Chronic disease management

z Preventative care

z Women’s health

z Mental health

z Improving quality care 

For more information about the program 
please contact:

Professor Danielle Mazza 
Head of Department 
Ph: +61 3 9902 4512 
Fax: +61 3 9902 4300 
danielle.mazza@monash.edu

COMMENCEMENT:

Any time of year, subject to availability of

supervision. All applications are now 
made online via: https://www.monash.edu/
graduate-research/future-students/apply. 
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

Undertaking your PhD at the Department of General Practice provides you access to 
some of Australia’s best primary care researchers, putting you on a path towards a 
career in academic research.

We offer supervision in a wide range of areas 
that students can choose from. We encourage 
all our PhD students to choose a research
project they are truly passionate about and 
will make a difference to policy or practice. 

Our PhD programs are fully flexible, helping 
you aspire to a PhD at any stage in your 
professional career and personal life. A PhD 
at the Department of General Practice will 
help you develop the advanced skills, 
knowledge and abilities you need to succeed 
as a researcher.

Designed for those who truly want to make 
an impact in medical research and education, 
a PhD from Monash University’s Department 
of General Practice is highly coveted both 
in Australia and globally. All domestic and 
international PhD students are eligible 
for a range of scholarships. Just some of 
these include: the Australian government 
funded Research Training Program (RTP), 

Monash International Postgraduate Research 
Scholarships (MIPRS), Monash Graduate 
Scholarships (MGS), Co-Funded Monash 
Graduate Scholarships (CF-MGS), Monash 
Graduate Excellence Scholarships (MGES), 
Monash International Tuition Scholarships 
(MITS), Endeavour Leadership Program and 
the Australian Leadership Awards Scholarship. 
For more information about our scholarship 
opportunities, please visit: https://www.
monash.edu/graduate-research/future-
students/scholarships

Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences is 
renowned for the quality and impact of its 
research. By undertaking your graduate 
studies at Monash University, you will have 
the opportunity to be a part of this proud 
tradition of research excellence. Monash is 
committed to providing the highest quality of 
graduate research education in a stimulating, 
supportive and professional environment.

Visit for more information about the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at the Department of General Practice: 
www.monash.edu/study/courses/find-a-course/2021/medicine,-nursing-and-health-sciences-0047
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Along with the research component of 
the program, you will also be required 
to complete a series of professional 
development activities or coursework units 
relevant to your chosen research focus. These 
activities are designed to provide you with 
the skills needed to develop your professional 
skills and prepare you for a career beyond 
your degree.

A selection of research, professional and 
career-related modules are delivered either 
on-line or as face-to-face workshops designed 
to give you a competitive edge in the 
employment market. Complete a minimum of 
120 hours offered from two categories: 

OUR PhD PROGRAM

The Department of General Practice is renowned for the quality and 
impact of its research. By undertaking your PhD with us, you will have the 
opportunity to be a part of this proud tradition of research excellence. The 
Department of General Practice is committed to providing the highest quality 
of graduate research education in a stimulating, supportive and professional 
environment.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTPROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

A PhD IS UNDERTAKEN THROUGH THE 
MONASH DOCTORIAL PROGRAM - A PhD 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY!

At the core of the program is an extensive, 
independent research project on an agreed  
topic, supported by at least two expert 
academic supervisors. This research 
component is enhanced by professional 
development activities or coursework units 
that provide you with the skills required 
to make an impact in academia, industry, 
government or the wider community. Your 
study will result in a research thesis or 
alternative approved output, which makes a 
valuable contribution to the current body of 
knowledge on your chosen topic.

OUR GRADUATE RESEARCH 
DEGREE AT A GLANCE 

To compliment your research project, 
the doctoral program provides unique 
training available through the Department’s 
Professional Development opportunities.

 z Excellence in Research and Teaching  
 z Professionalism, Innovation and Career 

I was a registrar when I decided to undertake an academic post 
for my special skills placement at the Department of General 
Practice. For me, the Academic Post as a registrar was a test-
of-fit to see if a PhD was for me. It is a big commitment and I 
wasn’t sure if I had what it takes! Ultimately, I really loved the 
people at the Department of General Practice and was excited 
by all the progressive work being done. I think the curiosity itch 
of undiscovered knowledge got me over the line to sign up for 
a PhD and I couldn’t think of a better place to be studying it in 
regards to primary care. 

Dr Daniel 
Epstein
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WHERE CAN A RESEARCH DEGREE 
IN GENERAL PRACTICE TAKE YOU?

The career pathways for students at Monash University’s Department of General 
Practice are as exciting and expansive as your passion for primary care. A research 
degree from the Department of General Practice can take a student down either a 
clinical or research pathway.

CLINICAL PATHWAY

RESEARCH PATHWAY

“The honours year with Department of General Practice has entirely shaped my 
career path! It is the reason I understand the immense value of comprehensive 
primary health care to global healthcare systems and to the goal of ‘health for all’. 
It is what inspired my desire to become a GP (thanks to being introduced to the 
work of Barbara Starfield), more so than the GP clinical term in 4th year. It helped 
me further commit to working with socioeconomically disadvantaged or challenged 
populations and I am now working as a remote GP in East Arnhem Land.  It helped 
hone my skills of working in cross cultural environments and with interpreters 
which has been vital to my clinical work since internship.  The Honours year also 
taught me about the importance of evidence-based quality improvement processes 
for health as well as community/socially accountable research and why I want to 
continue maintaining a research arm to my future work.”

“I received a scholarship to complete my PhD with the Department of General 
Practice. Completing my doctoral research at the department helped me network 
with leading and emerging researchers in the field of primary care. The connections 
made have enabled me to continue research collaborations beyond the PhD in 
Australia and internationally”.

BMedSc (Hons) student: 
Prashanti Manchikanti 

Annette Peart
PhD Student 
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FIVE REASONS TO CHOOSE
THE DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL PRACTICE TO 
DO YOUR PhD

OUTSTANDING 
SUPERVISORS

GENEROUS BURSARIES 
AND GRANTS

SKILLS FOR THE 21ST 
CENTURY

GLOBAL NETWORKS

LEADING RESEARCH 
INFRASTRUCTURE

For more Information about the Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) at the Department of General 
Practice, please visit:

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/spahc/general-
practice/study/research-training
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CONTACT INFO
Business hours: Monday to Friday 
9am – 5pm, Australian Eastern 
Standard Time (UTC +11)

Phone: +61 3 9902 4512

Email: med-genprac@monash.edu

www.monash.edu

THE WORLD’S HEALTH CAN’T WAIT

We are a bold, enterprising and research-intensive Institution ranked in the Top 100 
Universities in the world. In many disciplines, we are ranked in the Top 50 in the 
world and Top 3 in Australia!

When you join Monash as a graduate research student you become part of a community 
committed to research quality and excellence. In under 60 years, we’ve grown from a single 
campus into an education and research powerhouse with a presence on four continents, 
committed to the challenges of the 21st century.

Deciding on where to undertake your PhD?  
Monash Department of General Practice should be your top pick, here’s why?

The Department of General Practice has earned a reputation as one of the world’s top 
facilities for primary care research. With a supportive and inclusive culture, we proudly provide 
research training opportunities to the brightest medical and research minds in the world. The 
Department of General Practice strives to remain at the forefront of primary care research in 
Australia. A graduate degree from the department is a prestigious pathway to academic and 
career success.

Undertaking a research degree in the Department of General Practice has many advantages. 

For a list of the latest projects and supervisors available in the Department of General 
Practice, please visit:  

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/research/supervisorconnect
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