SAFE WORK INSTRUCTION – FOR SHARP NEEDLE SYRINGES
1
Authorisation :
Only personnel trained by the academic supervisor or designate are permitted to use the sharp needle syringes. The training log for single drop nucleation and this SWI must be completed before use. Blunt tip non-coring syringes (eg 90 blunt tips) are exempted from this SWI as they pose a substantially reduced risk of injury.
2      Hazards associated with equipment/technique/process :
There is a risk of scratch or puncture injury associated with the use of a syringe. In addition to the physical injury, the risk of more serious infection with a virus or contagion must be assessed by medical personnel at the time of the injury.
See also OHSE information sheet No 17 “Syringes, Needles and Syringe Barrels – Use and Disposal at Monas University” for more information.

3
Before You Start Work :
· Use blunt tip needles wherever possible.

· Ensure all sharp syringe needles are covered with the syringe cap.

· Uncap the syringe needle only immediately before use.
4         Personal protective equipment to be used :

Safety glasses, closed shoes and gloves must be worn, lab coats are      recommended.

5         Environment where task is to be undertaken :

Bench tops or fume hoods should be used where possible.

6         Step by step procedures for the task :

· Remove cap from syringe needle
· Dispense drops as required for experiment
· Mount syringe on lab stand where practical to minimize risk.

· If syringe is to be reused during the same experiment, recap the syringe immediately after use unless the syringe is secured as part of the experimental setup.

· Whenever syringe is removed from the stand, replace the syringe cap immediately after to prevent injury.

· When replacing cap, hold the cap at the furthest point from the needle tip. This reduces the risk of minor injury to fingers during recapping.

· When finished, dispose of syringe and needle in a sharps container (see waste disposal procedures).
7         Clean – up procedures :

 Dispose of syringe, barrel and cap in sharps container after use OR   replace syringe cap (by holding cap at the furthest point from the tip) and    store in a safe place.       
8          Waste disposal procedure :

· Needles and syringe barrels MUST be placed in the dedicated sharps container
· Do NOT try to recap the needle for disposal

· Do NOT try to separate the needle from the barrel during disposal

· Barrels and caps must also be placed into sharps container, not in the general lab waste

· If the sharps container is full, contact the Chemical Store, G02, for disposal

9          Emergency procedures :

· Immediately wash the affected area and follow first aid procedures

· Dispose of the syringe immediately in the sharps container to prevent the risk of cross – infection

· If first aid officer is unavailable, dial 333 or OHSE on 51014

· Report the incident to your supervisor ASAP and ensure that OHSE are notified without delay (Ext 51014)

· Although biological fluids (eg human or animal blood) may not be used, the risk of contagious infection must be assessed by the first aid / biosafety officer. Medical treatment may be required as a precaution

10       After hours access procedures :
As per the current Safety Manual procedures.
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