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 MONASH

 UNIVERSITY


A N N O U N C E M E N T

The Singapore Science Centre

cordially invites you to come “share a cuppa” at our

Science in the Café 
on Thursday, 6 December 2007 at 7:00pm

to be held in the

Newton Room

Singapore Science Centre

with

Professor Patricia Vickers-Rich
Personal Chair, Palaeontology

Founding Director, Monash Science Centre

Monash University, Australia

on

Dinosaurs and Slime Creatures

from the

Cold Corners of the Past
(Please see below.)

~ ~ ~

A limited number of seats for invited guests are

available on a first-come-first-served basis.

Pre-registration is required.

Please e-mail (kt_pang@science.edu.sg)

by 3 December 2007.

~ ~ ~

Food and the appropriate libation

will be served during the gathering.

Dinosaurs and Slime Creatures from the Cold Corners of the Past
http://www.geosci.monash.edu.au/precsite
http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/infosheets/10455.pdf
Climate change is on the news and in our minds, and we all should be doing something to help keep our only home (planet). This Café will discuss how the climate changed in the past, especially at the time the dinosaurs had a hard time about 65 million years ago and then further back in time when very, very cold conditions could have had something to do with the development of animals. You will meet a few cold-adapted, bright-eyed, big-brained dinosaurs along the way (like Leaellynasaura which my husband, Tom (also a palaeontologist) and I named after my little girl, and Timimus whom I named after my student, Tim Flannery and my son, Tim) – dinosaurs who were able to deal with a polar world while their cousins basked in the tropical sun up north. You will also meet some very strange animals with no eyes and who (seem to have) left no “children”, and who lived during another very cold time on Earth in Namibia, Australia, northern Russia and Newfoundland. Cold climates (and times) have certainly left us a collection of unusual creatures. Come meet them at the café!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Professor Patricia Vickers-Rich

http://www.geosci.monash.edu.au/about/directory/rich/index.html
… holds the Personal Chair of Palaeontology at Monash University, Australia, and is the founding director of the Monash Science Centre. Currently, her main field of interest lies in the Early Cretaceous of Gondwana (in SE Victoria and Patagonia), the polar Mesozoic faunas (of Alaska), and the late Precambrian — in search of the world's oldest animals, the ancestors of the vertebrates — (around the White Sea in northern Russia, the Flinders Range in South Australia, Namibia and South America). Pat has also written and co-authored a number of technical and popular books on dinosaurs and their environments, the origin of life, the first animals, and how artists and scientists come up with their detailed reconstructions of past environments and biotas. These books form the catalogues for 4 major travelling exhibitions with which she is co-organizing: Dinosaurs of Darkness, Wildlife of Gondwana, The Dream Weavers and In the Beginning ... Life in the Precambrian.

Prof Pat has also put much of her energy into communicating science to young children and the general public, with emphasis on developing countries and those affected by the lack of stability.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

About the Science Centre’s Science in the Café
The Singapore Science Centre has adopted and adapted the highly successful Café Scientifique format used in Britain, France and elsewhere, to bring diverse groups of people together, in a relaxed, informal environment to discuss science and related issues that are transforming our society and our planet. Cafés are not (meant to be) lessons, seminars, debates or science clubs. They are audience-initiated and -sustained discussions, much like those begun in cafeteria or common room or lounge “chats over coffee”. Engagement (in the discussion) can be in any direction from the topic – be it scientific, philosophical, social, political, … In fact, it may be good to come what some points of discussion in mind. So … come have a cuppa, relax and share your thoughts and concerns.

Please view the Science Centre’s webpages for information on other cafés.

You may also register online from this website.

http://www.science.edu.sg/ssc/CafeMain.htm






