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There’s a big difference between citing a book, a journal article and a report.
The way that you cite and reference will vary depending on the type of source that you use.
In this tutorial you’ll learn to identify commonly used sources so you can reference them correctly.
Identifying sources
There are different referencing rules for different types of sources. This means you need to identify what type of source you are working with before you can create a reference.
The trick is to look at the fine print where publishers and authors are listed. Also check the format of the source.
Sometimes you can’t match your source type exactly. In this case, you can:
· Browse source types on the relevant Citing & Referencing Guide.
· Choose the source type logically closest to the source you are using.
· Be consistent in your approach.
How to identify the type of source and applicable referencing category:
· Journal articles usually have an article title and journal title. They also usually have a volume number, issue number and abstract. 
· Magazine articles are written for a general audience, not an academic one. They are usually written by journalists not researchers. They often have images but no references.
· Books can be authored by individuals, or they can be compiled by editors. There are different referencing rules for authored books and edited books. Books are usually published individually without a volume and issue number. Books have more pages than a journal article.
· Book chapters in an edited book have different authors for each chapter. They have a book editor, not an individual author. Each referencing style has a rule for referencing:
· an edited book (as a whole) or
· an individual chapter in an edited book.
· Book reviews are usually very short, they are not written by the same author as the book.
· Reports summarise information on a specific issue. They usually have 'Parts' not 'Chapters' and are often commissioned by governments/organisations. They usually have an 'executive summary' instead of an abstract.
Book chapters in an edited book
Book chapter sources have:
· Book cover: We can identify a book from the cover. Few other sources have a front cover that shows the academic publisher, a title and authors or editors.
· Editors: A book with 'editors' instead of 'authors', means that each book chapter is written by a different author. It is then compiled by the editor. To credit the author of a chapter, reference that chapter. Don’t simply credit the edited book as a whole.
· Chapter: We can tell by numbering and title where a chapter sits in a book.
· Chapter author: The author's name is provided under the chapter title. If the same author had written every chapter, the publishers wouldn't need to include their name here. This is a clue to reference the chapter, not just the whole edited book.
You could check the book's Table of Contents too. If each chapter is written by a different author, it’s an edited book.
An example APA 7th reference for a book chapter in an edited book source is:
Nasiri, S. (2023). The idealised subject of freedom and the refugee. In Clavé-Mercier, V., & Wuth, M. (Eds.), Decolonising political concepts. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003293460 
Journal articles
Journal articles usually have an article title and journal title. They usually have a volume number, issue number and abstract.
Each referencing style has a rule for referencing:
· a print or digital journal article
· other kinds of articles like magazines or news.
Journal articles have:
· Titles: Academic journals will include the journal title. The title is usually at the top of the page. They will also have an article title listed below. 
· Authors: The authors may be affiliated with a university, or be researchers in industry. They are expert researchers in their field. Their names will usually be included below the title of the article.
· Abstract and structure: Journal articles provide a summary called an abstract. They usually have a similar structure. This includes an introduction, methods, results, discussion, conclusion and list of references. The inclusion of an abstract is a clue that the article is from a journal. This is a good indication that it’s not from a different article source like a magazine.
· Keywords: A list of keywords that cover the main topics of the article are often included. You can use these to search other articles on similar topics.
· Article details: The header or footer of an article usually tells you the journal volume, issue and the article page numbers. If there is a digital object identifier (DOI), you should use the DOI in place of a URL in your reference.
An example APA 7th reference for a journal article is:
Talaei Khoei, T., & Kaabouch, N. (2023). A comparative analysis of supervised and unsupervised models for detecting attacks on the intrusion detection systems. Information, 14(2), Article 103. https://doi.org/10.3390/info14020103
Book or eBook
Books are usually published individually without a volume and issue number. They often have chapters and lots of pages.
Each referencing style has a rule for referencing:
· a print book or eBook
· an edited book, as a whole
· an individual chapter
· a book review.
Books and eBooks have:
· Book cover: We can identify a book by the cover. Not many other sources have a front cover that shows an academic publisher. It also has a title and authors or editors.
· Author: If there is an author, not an editor, we know it is not an edited book. We can see from the table of contents if an author has written every chapter in this book. Then we would usually reference the book as a whole.
· Structure: There are many chapters, including references, and lots of pages. Other sources (such as articles or reviews) generally have fewer pages. They don't have chapters.
An example APA 7th reference for a book or eBook is:
Schleim, S. (2023). Mental health and enhancement: Substance use and its social implications. Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-32618-9
Report
Reports summarise information on a specific issue. They might have ‘sections’ or 'parts' and an 'Executive summary' instead of chapters like in a book. They might have more colour or imagery than a book which might be more text based. They are often by or for governments or organisations.
Each referencing style may have a rule for referencing:
· government reports
· reports by other organisations and agencies
· company and industry reports
· other types of reports, such as media releases.
Reports can have:
· Focus: A report usually presents a summary on a specific topic. It might be designed to affect policy.
· Organisation: If an organisation name is the author or publisher, this is a clue that the source might be a report. 
· Structure and design: A report might have 'Parts' and 'Sections' rather than Chapters. The design might have more colour and imagery than a book, not just text.
An example APA 7th reference for a report is:
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2016). Culture: Urban future; Global report on culture for sustainable urban development; Summary. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246291.locale=en
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