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PROJECT MEETING(S) 2020
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Project Number and Title: IGCP673 The End of a Supereon – Winners and Losers at the Precambrian-Phanerozoic Transition, 2020 [Namibia]

Date and venue of meeting(s): 
The original plan for ICGP673 Meetings in 2020 was to have a series of short or longer mini-conferences in Namibia in March to bring together the groups which have been carrying our research on this late Neoproterozoic-Cambrian sequence since the 1990, Namibia has been a hot spot for two IGCP Projects over the years – 495, 597. This present project differs from the other two, more global projects being totally concentrated on Namibia.

We did have several meetings held in March 2020, but they had to be changed from our original plan due to the impact of the coronavirus, which impacted globally, , 

The meetings were to comprise:

1. One day meeting on the 23rd of March with Prof Ulf Linnemann and his research group from the Senkenburg Museum based in Dresden, Germany to be held in Windhoek, Namibia. The aim was to summarize the database that his laboratory had collated on dating of this southern Namibian sequence over the past several years.  This dating group was also to include some from Switzerland and Russia. This meeting coincided with the beginning of Linnemann’s field work for the year and was thus funded by him.
2. Field conference from the 27th of March-7 April 2020 visiting several critical sites south and east of Aus – Farms Pockenbank, Aar, Kuibis, Arasab and Swartpunt.  The plan was to allow the members of 673 to walk these sections and discuss/coordinate their ideas on interpretation.  Members included scientists from Australia, Russia, the USA and Canada, as well as representatives from the Namibian Geological Survey in Windhoek and local landowners and geotourism operators.
3. Field conference from 9-20 April 2020 focusing on three of the sites most important in coordinating the databases of the different groups. This was to include representatives from Australia, Namibia, Russia, and a oneday crossover with the German/Swiss group.
4.  Meetings from 4 March to 27 March 2020 meetings with staff at the Namibian Geological Survey, the Swakopmund Museum, the Namibian Scientific Society in both Windhoek and Swakopmund were planned to set up a new exhibition in the Swakopmund Museum to emphasize the Neoproterozoic material that had been discovered by the IGCP493, 587 and by 673 in 2019 and which had been curated as part of the collection of the Namibian Geological Survey.  It had been sent on loan to Swakopmund by IGCP673 co-leader Dr Gabi Schneider, who is also on the board of the Swakopmund Museum.  Further meetings were also held with the head technician for Aus Marble in Swakopmund to consolidate plans for access of their land near Swartpunt.  Other meetings were organized with geotourism operators in the region to the north of Windhoek and in the area around Aus.

Work plan of meeting(s) (programme, aims related to the project, etc.): (about 300 words)
The original work plan, was to coordinate in the field the data from the four main groups that had been researching this evolutionary problem in Namibia for more than 4 decades. A key outcome was the joint interpretation of the database acquired by those efforts carried out in this region since research began there by Range in the early 1900’s.  Namibia is unique in that its outstanding record of the transition between the weird world of the Ediacaran to the modern world we now know is constrained by excellent radiometric dating of volcanic rocks in the sequence and by the excellence of the fossil record in well-exposed sedimentary rocks  in an accessible  desert environment.

Thus, the plan was to have the following combined visits in 2-3 time periods during 2020, originally in March and April 2020:

1.Ulf Linnemann and his team from Dresden, Germany, who are precisely dating parts of this Ediacaran and Cambrian sequence.
2.Guy Narbonne and his team from Queens University, Canada, who have long worked in this region (since before the three IGCP projects),  comprised of  stratigraphers, sedimentologists and palaeobiologists.
3.Jay Kaufman and his team from the University of Maryland, USA, who are carrying out stable isotope analyses (and have been since the 1990’s) – C, Sr, O – to determine the ocean chemistry, and who have identified the earliest evidence for biomineralization in animals in the field area.
4.Vickers-Rich from Monash University and Swinburne University of Technology and her team, who have been working in this area since the early 2000’s on the detailed sedimentology, stratigraphy, palaeobiology, and palaeoclimate.  They are also involved deeply in geotourism and educational outreach regarding this globally-teamed research work. 

And involved in all of these meetings are staff from the Namibian Geological Survey, the Namibian Scientific Society as well as Local Geotourism Groups, School Teachers, and Local University Students and Staff.  Local property owners are involved as well.

Names, institute and country of participants to be given financial support: 
This can only be determined after the ‘ending’ of the coronavirus pandemic and the resumption of open borders and international travel.  Emphasis will be on the Namibian young staff as well as participants from countries where funding is under stress, emphasizing young to mid-career researchers and retired researchers on limited funds.  Emphasis will also be placed on providing basic accommodation and air fares for those with limited funds.

Please attach: meeting programme, website link, meeting circulars, etc.
I will provide when there is a clearer understanding of the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
However, two members of the Australian group were able to spend the time from 4-23 March 2020 in Namibia.  During that time the Museum exhibition in Swakopmund was organized with the solid assistance of the staff there and Dr Gabi Schneider.  And article of the past research carried out by IGCPs 493, 587and last year’s work as part of 673 was also prepared and submitted to the Journal of the Scientific Society at Swakopmund (see attached).  Meetings were held in Windhoek with staff at the Namibian Geological Survey and the Namibian Scientific Society and significant progress was made on the writing of a book on the research outcomes of 493, 587, 673 with these two groups. This book will also include a section on the long history of this area [from 1 billion years ago to the present]. Phone meetings were “held” with the Geotourism operators at the Bahnhof Hotel in Aus, and some of the local landowners.  
It only became clear during this visit that that all other scientific groups from Germany, Switzerland, Russia, the USA, Canada and several members of the Australian group were not able to travel to Namibia due to their governments’ shutdown and blocking foreign travel.  

All expenses for the work so far have been covered by a small grant from Swinburne University of Technology for accommodation of the Australian group and 4wd rental, and by Monash University (provided by the Australian IGCP Committee) for  tickets of three of the Australians yet to come when the virus has settled – now on hold.
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IGCP 673 Conference site at Pockenbank, March, 2019.  Many of the participants in this first IGCP673 conference were to be part of the mini-conferences in 2020 and we hope that these will eventuate as the pandemic settles.
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Some of the many cases outfitted with material that resulted from the research efforts of IGCP493, 587 and 673.  Ongoing programs with museums in Swakopmund, Windhoek and Aus will continue to highlight these research outcomes and enhance geotourism efforts and primary, secondary and tertiary educational programs.
6 April 2020
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