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Abstract
This paper addresses three problems. One is how democratic societies should accommodate religious convictions in determining healthcare policies in a political framework that separates church and state. The second concerns two major contemporary controversies: resistance to vaccines and the abortion issue. The third is the range and strength of rights that may be considered human rights to healthcare or obligations that any sound democratic government owes its citizens. We clarify these and other issues in relation to religious accommodation and propose ethical standards for approaching these and other problems. 

