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Appropriate use of antipsychotics for changed behaviours in people living with dementia 
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Case study
[bookmark: _Hlk128655702]Joan Smith is an 81-year old resident living with Alzheimer’s Disease in Sunnyside residential aged care facility. While living at home, Joan had a dedicated ‘knitting room’ where she enjoyed quietly knitting clothes for her family and listening to classical music. 

Joan has been living at Sunnyside residential aged care facility for four years. Joan is often observed knitting in the busy communal lounge room and walking around the garden. Joan wears eye glasses but has not had her eyes tested since becoming a resident.

During your morning shift, you observe Joan looking suspiciously at other residents in the lounge room. Joan whispers to you, “two male residents are stealing my yarn”. You tell Joan you have not seen any resident stealing her yarn, but Joan becomes angry. She points to the two residents and yells, “they are stealing my yarn, I know it! They are jealous of the jumpers I knit! They will not get away with this!”. 

Your colleague, Jack, observes the incident and remembers a staff member left the yarn in the activity room. Jack collects the yarn and shows it to Joan from across the lounge room. But Joan cannot see the yarn. She squints and says, “I can’t see what you’re holding! Let me come over and have a closer look.” On closer inspection, Joan recognises her yarn. Jack returns the yarn to its usual location on Joan’s bedside table. Jack asks Joan if she would join him in the garden to discuss her next knitting project. Joan agrees. This is the first time Joan has displayed this behaviour.




	
[bookmark: _Toc120631139]Question 1. Should an antipsychotic medication be trialled for Joan? What would you communicate and document?
	Clinical steps






	Communication and documentation steps
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Question 2. List some management strategies you should try first before considering an antipsychotic for Joan. How would you communicate and document this?
	Clinical steps




	Communication and documentation steps
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