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Citing and referencing: Using reference generators
Reference generators are online tools that automatically create references in different styles. But they don’t do all the work for you. In this tutorial you’ll learn how to effectively use automatic reference generator tools.
What is a reference generator?
A reference generator automatically creates a reference for you. You can select the referencing style, then copy the reference into your assessment.
These tools speed up the process of creating a reference list or bibliography. But they don’t do all the work for you. They can't create your footnote or in-text citations.
There are many different reference generators, with varying quality.
How can I use reference generators effectively?
1. After locating your source, find the 'citation' link and generate the reference.
2. Check that the reference generator is using the right referencing style for your work.
3. Check the reference against the formatting rules for that style. You will usually have to fix some errors. 
4. Add the reference to your work.
Common errors include:
· incorrect punctuation or capitalisation
· author name formatting
· missing italics.
Checking the reference is vital to make sure it’s right. You can lose marks for incorrect references. It’s always worth double-checking.
In-built reference generators
You can find reference generators on a variety of websites. Look for a link that says ‘cite’ or similar.
Some recommended sites include:
· Monash Library Search: When viewing a source listing, under the ‘Send to’ heading, select the ‘Citation’ button
· Individual Library databases: Some have a ‘Cite this article’ option.
· Google Scholar: Has a ‘Cite’ option after the abstract.
Stand-alone reference generators
You can copy and paste the source's URL, DOI or title into a reference generator website and generate a reference online. 
Two commonly used online reference generator sites are:
· MyBib
· ZoteroBib.
If allowed for your assignment, you might use an AI tool like Co-Pilot to create or check your references. As with any reference generator, AI makes errors so always double-check it’s work and remember to acknowledge AI use. 
Try the MyBib reference generator
1. Copy this DOI (https://doi.org/10.1080/00313831.2021.1959393) into MyBib.
2. Select the APA 7th referencing style.
3. Compare the generated reference to the correct APA 7th reference below – can you spot any differences?
Svartdal, F., Sæle, R. G., Dahl, T. I., Nemtcan, E., & Gamst-Klaussen, T. (2021). Study habits and procrastination: The role of academic self-efficacy. Scandinavian Journal of Educational Research, 66(7), 1141-1160. https://doi.org/10.1080/00313831.2021.1959393 
What did MyBib get wrong?
· Make sure the formatting for a hanging indent is added in your assessment.
· The title in MyBib has incorrect capitalisation. It should be in sentence case.
· The page numbers provided on MyBib are wrong.
· The DOI should be hyperlinked.
Try the ZoteroBib reference generator
1. Copy this website link (https://bit.ly/47Od8y2) into ZoteroBib.
2. Select the APA 7th referencing style.
3. Compare the generated reference to the correct APA 7th reference below – can you spot any differences?
Idris, I. (2023, August 11). Time ticking for TikTok to review its policy. Monash Lens. https://lens.monash.edu/@politics-society/2023/08/11/1385908/time-ticking-for-tiktok-to-review-its-policy 
What did ZoteroBib get wrong?
· ZoteroBib has not generated the author’s name.
· It has placed the title of the article in the author position.
· Title of the article is incomplete.
· Make sure the formatting for a hanging indent is added in your assessment.
· The URL should be hyperlinked
Try the Monash Library search reference generator
1. Copy this DOI (10.1007/978-3-319-91689-7) into the Monash Library search function.
2. Open the first book link and click on "CITATION". Select the APA 7th referencing style.
3. Compare the generated reference to the correct APA 7th reference below – can you spot any differences?
Tietze, D. T. (Ed.). (2018). Bird species: How they arise, modify and vanish. Springer International Publishing AG. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-91689-7
What did the Monash Library reference generator get wrong?
· The source is an edited book. It needs to be formatted for an editor rather than an author.
· Incorrect capitalisation, the title should be in sentence case.
· The book’s subtitle is missing.
· The DOI should be hyperlinked.
· Make sure the formatting for a hanging indent is added in your assessment.
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