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2007 Report on Canadian Activities
Report by Guy M. Narbonne (Queen’s University)

The major event of 2007 was a day-long field trip to Mistaken Point led by Guy Narbonne (Queen’s University), Emily Bamforth (Queen’s University), Duncan McIlroy (Memorial University of Newfoundland), and Catherine Ward  (Portugal Cove South) held as part of the Canadian Paleontology Conference in St. John’s, Newfoundland.   A morning session on Ediacaran and Cambrian life at this meeting (chaired by Duncan McIlroy) included three talks on the Ediacara biota.
The report by Canfield, Poulton and Narbonne (see citation in Science below), that the abrupt appearance of the oldest-known large and complex Ediacaran fossils immediately followed oxygenation of the deep oceans, generated considerable interest in the scientific and popular media. 
2007 was an excellent year for scientific publications on the Ediacara biota by Canadian scientists (see citations below).  Additional scientific papers on the Ediacaran fossils of Newfoundland by Canadian workers Guy Narbonne, Marc Laflamme, Emily Bamforth, and Lija Flude (Queen’s University), Hans Hofmann (McGill University), Art King and Sean O’Brien (Newfoundland Geological Survey), and Duncan McIlroy (Memorial University of Newfoundland) are in press and should be out in 2008. 
Additional media interest in Mistaken Point was reflected in the airing of “Ediacara of Newfoundland”, a radio interview of Guy Narbonne jointly aired by the Australian Broadcasting Commission (ABC) “The Science Show” and the Canadian Broadcasting Commission (CBC) “Quirks and Quarks” as a celebration of recent major developments in Australian and Canadian science.  Our paleontological research at Mistaken Point was featured on the long-running CBC-TV science series “The Nature of Things” (narrated by David Suzuki) as the middle part of a series on “Atlantic Coast”.
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