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Squirrel*
* to move in an inquisitive and restless manner

FROM 
THE 
HOD

Welcome to the first edition of ‘Squirrel’, 
our weekly publication that celebrates 

the achievements of students and staff from 
Monash Design as we bunker down, for a 
semester of online learning. Each week we’ll 
gather stories and projects that demonstrate 
just how adaptive designers are; and that 
nothing can stop us learning and working 
together as one community. Submit selfies 
of yourself at your computer, screen grabs 
of your interactions with other students, 
projects in progress... and we’ll share them 
with everyone each week. Stay positive and 
engaged, and we’re in for a great semester. 

Check out some of the results of your 
first project on the Anxiety into Action 
website. Congratulations to all those 
who contributed; you’ve shown us how 
connected you are to design as an agent  
of optimism and positive change.

ANXIETY INTO ACTION

Clockwise from left: Stella Chau, Jian See, Magnus Anderson,  
Vivienne Tran. Tap the box to see more revealed each day.

Gene Bawden
Head of Department, Design

https://www.monash.edu/mada/student-work/anxiety-into-action


Before Open

After

Reflection
-First attempt, which didn’t include the external rings, the bear didn’t sur-
vive as the corners were expose
-Rings were then added to help absorb the shock around all corner
-Bear then survived as the packaging had the ability to absorb shock and 
it even bounced slightly upon hitting the ground
-Overall I found that the packet doesn’t need to be very hard but rather it 
has to be flexible.

Alina Neuberger 2020

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pros:  
1. Very structured and stable that the biscuit not easy to be broken. 
2. Can see through the biscuit (what is the biscuit actually looks like) from top.  

 
Cons: 

1. The biscuit not easy came out. 

The teaching staff of Collaborative Design 
(COL1001) earnestly working out your semester 
ahead. They are from top to bottom, left to right: 
Simone, Desiree, Cameron, Amy, Zach, Maddie, 
Djurdjica, Jess, Troy, Wendy, Lisa, Kate, Anna, 
Ariel, Giosue and Chris. Matt and Micha are 
clearly shy:) Enjoy all they have planned!

CDS2512  
Packaging Design 
The biscuit challenge
Mel Coombes who teaches Packaging Design 
shared these prototypes with us from week 
one online. The aim of the project was to 
create a safety pack for the biscuit so that, 
when they were hurled across the room, 
the biscuit remained unbroken. Congrats to 
Nguyen, Serena and Alina for their innovative 
designs, but also for re-purposing old 
cardboard boxes. Repacking the package!

Website  
of the week

ALTER

Established by Monash Design 
Graduate, Jono Wallace, Alter has 
become one of Melbourne’s most 
prolific contributors to the city’s visual 
culture. They’re experts in branding, 
and I’m sure you will recognise  
their work once you visit their site.
Just tap the banner or head to  
alter.com.au

Branding collateral for Lonsdale Institute

THE
ZOOM
ROOM

https://alter.com.au


WOTTA
WATCH

Each week we’ll be recommending  
films and documentaries for you to watch.  
The Monash Library has a fantastic array of 
freely accessibly films through Kanopy. A link 
to the entire content is available here. Our first 
recommendation comes from Associate Lecturer, 
Sarah Burrell: “The Gleaners & I” by Agnes 
Varda. The Kanopy review is below...

French Avant-garde filmmaker 
and documentarian, Agnes Varda 
trains her ever-seeking eye on 
“gleaners”, those who pick at 
already harvested fields for the 
odd potato or turnip, who insist 
on finding a use for what society 
has determined it has no use for. 
Her investigation leads us from 

forgotten corners of the French 
countryside to off-hours at the 
green markets in Paris where her 
diverse and resourceful subjects 
share their lifestyle and choices.

Winner of Best European Documentary 
at the European Film Awards and 
Best Documentary at the Chicago 
International Film Festival.

FOLLOW

Adam  
Nathaniel Furman
Architect, Artist  
& Designer

Victoria & Albert 
Museum 
Iconic London 
museum of Art and 
Design

Documenting 
Fashion 
Rebecca Arnold
Courtauld Institute  
of art

Instagram is one of many 
online sources of inspiration 
available to you. Each week 
we’ll curate some of the best, 
as well as keep posting to 
our own:
Monashada
Monashcommdes
Monashinterior
Monasharchitecture

Competition
Given we’re using Zoom A LOT we’d like to see your creativity  
behind you. So, we’re proposing a competition for the best  
Zoom backdrop. Create it, then go into your Zoom settings,  
select “Choose Virtual Background” and add your own.  
Screen grab yourself in front of your background and send it to  
one of your lecturers. They’ll be sure to pass it on to ‘Squirrel’.

The “Warren” bookcase (CDS3001)Quickly access the settings here

» Watch the trailer

When posting remember  #monashada  #monashdesign  #monashspatial  #monashindustrial  #monashcommdes

https://monash.kanopy.com/
https://www.instagram.com/adamnathanielfurman/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/vamuseum/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/documenting_fashion/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbe1EhENzMI


THE
STUDIO

VIBE

Industrial Design  
Studio 5 (IDN3001)
Unit coordinator: 
Rowan Page

Zoom studios, where  
your dog can come to  
class every day!


