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SOUL BIRD

Thomas Adès    Still Sorrowing (first wing) 

 
Jean-Philippe Rameau  Prelude in A minor 
                                                 Le Rappel des Oiseaux 
Olli Mustonen   Sielulintu (Soul Bird) 
Olivier Messiaen   La Colombe
  
Maurice Ravel   Oiseaux tristes 
Olivier Messiaen   Le Courlis Cendré
 
Miriama Young   Grey Ghost 
Peter Sculthorpe   Callabonna 
Kate Moore    Spin Bird

  
Robert Schumann   Vogel als Prophet  
Rameau trans. Ignaz Friedman Le Rappel des Oiseaux  

Thomas Adès   Still Sorrowing (second wing) 

Thursday 28 July, 7:00pm
David Li Sound Gallery
Ian Potter Centre for Performing Arts

WOOD, METAL AND 
VIBRATING AIR
Piano Recital Series



Birds have sparked the imaginations of composers across time, eliciting creative responses 
that reflect the fascination, affection, and awe these wondrous creatures arouse. Woven from 
music from 18th century France to 21st century Australia, Soul Bird is a meditation: on birds 
themselves, in their infinite splendour and variety, and on the searching human motifs that lie 
beneath the surface of the creative responses they inspire.
It’s a reflection. Like many Melbournians, walks within a 5km radius of home became a 
much-anticipated highlight of my daily life during long periods of lockdown over the past two 
years. Birds became an unexpected source of joy and solace. Walking near sunset through 
Wattle Park, raucous kookaburras, hooning lorikeets and elegant rosellas provided pockets 
of happy respite from the drabness of days. Finally able to venture further afield, a track 
along Dandenong Creek brought more delights: resplendent and curious fairy wrens, bell 
birds magnetic in sound and sight, intricate golden whistlers, prancing willy wagtails - this 
walk became a weekly pilgrimage during a time of isolation, of seemingly endless stretches 
of ambiguous - and very real - loss, on a global scale.

It’s a tapestry. Its conceptual seed is Thomas Ades’ Still Sorrowing, a piece that holds in 
exquisite balance the past and the present. Through its series of descending arcs - 
‘recurring aches’ - that reappear, deepen, transform, it is bird-like in structure: two musical 
‘wings’ surround a centre of silence.

It’s an invitation. To be a listener - a live listener, in a particular moment, in a particular space 
- is to actively collaborate in a miraculous world of energy, of imagination, of creation. It’s an 
invitation to spend some time inside sounds, woven from the musical fabric of centuries of 
minds. I invite you to take solace in these sounds, to find yourself among them and within 
them, to create your own quiet corner for reflection.. - Aura Go, 2022

Aura Go is an Australian pianist whose practice encompasses performance, collaboration, 
curation, education, and artistic research. Her curiosity and diverse musical interests have 
taken her across the globe. Aura has been soloist in concertos from Bach to Gubaidulina, 
has directed concertos and large-scale collaborative works from the keyboard, is a 
passionate advocate for new and underrepresented music, and brings her imagination 
and adventurous spirit to older music with a special affinity with the music of Mozart and 
Beethoven. A frequent guest artist at international music festivals, Aura has performed at the 
Edinburgh Festival, Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival, Rauma Festivo, PianoEspoo,
Melbourne International Arts Festival, Australian Festival of Chamber Music and the 
Huntington Estate Music Festival, among others. She is a member of the acclaimed KIAZMA 
Piano Duo with Tomoe Kawabata.

Aura is Head of Piano at the Sir Zelman Cowen School of Music and Performance at 
Monash University. A passionate educator, she has been a visiting artist at the Fulbright
 College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Arkansas (USA), the Royal Academy of 
Music in Aarhus (Denmark), the Feliks Nowowiejski Academy of Music in Bydgoszcz
(Poland) and the Australian National Academy of Music. She has taught piano at Yale
College (USA) and the Sibelius Academy (Finland). Her research explores the embodied 
imagination, creativity, and collaboration in music performance, drawing on the 
psychophysical acting methodology of Michael Chekhov. In 2018-19 Aura was a Musica 
Viva FutureMakers Artist.
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Don’t miss these upcoming recitals in MLIVE’s Sound Gallery Chamber series:

Rohan Dasika     Thursday 22 September
Affinity Quartet    Thursday 27 October 
Grigoryan Brothers    Thursday 17 November 

Visit monash.edu/performing-arts-centres


